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Disclaimer

This report was written according to the EASO COI Report Methodology (Z0i8).eport is based
on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced.

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with utmost
care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaeastl¥ a particular event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or
that the person or organisation does not exist.

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determinatiomerit of any particular application
for international protection. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal
position.

YwSTFdzZa3SSQ: WNRATQ YR AAYATFNI GSN¥YAy2ft238 | NB
applied in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the
Status of Refugees.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be
made of the information contained irhis report.

The drafting of this report was finalisekB June202Q Any event taking place after this date is not
included in this report. More information on the reference period for this report can be found in the
methodology section of théntroduction.

1The EASO methodology is largely based on the Common EU Guidelines for processing Country of Origin Information (COI),
2008, and can be downloaded from the EASO webkitp://www.easo.europa.eu



http://www.easo.europa.eu/
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Glossary an@bbreviations

AAN
AGE
AIHRC
Apostasy

Emir
fatwa

Hazara
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan

ISKP

Jihad
Kafir, kufr, kofaar

Kangaroo court

Layeha

Local Uprising Forces

Mullah

Quetta Shura
Sharia
Shura

Tarjoman

AfghanistarAnalystsNetwork
Anti-Government Element
Afghanistan Independent Humdrights Commission

The act of leaving Islam;faidudcrime punishable by deathnder
sharia

Arabic word used for a commander

A ruling or opinion given by the head afreligious community in
Islam

An ethnic group who are mainly Shia

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan was the state in Afghanistan
1996 to 2001 under the Talibamling government The Taliban stil
uses this naméo refer to itself.

Islamic State in Khorasan Province; affiliates of ISIL based in Pg
and Aghanistan Also called ISK.

LatlFrYAO WK2ft& g NR

Iy Wdzy oSt ASOSND Ay
infidelR

A tribunal outside statutory judicial authorities that does not follc
official legal procedures

¢FrftAolyQa O2RS 2F 02y RdzO0
Governmenisupported local militia groups that fight against tt
Taliban and ISKP

L &l§ldmi¢ Roreign

Islamic cleric (teachers and preachers) who studied in a madras
Afghanistan they are very prevalent outside the cities and usually
single religious authority in a village. They can often read Arabic
the Korani

A concept describing the most senior group of Taliban leaders
Thereligious law of Islam; Islamic canonical law

A decisioAamaking community council; often formed for natate
dispute settlement; made up of a group of people with commur
authority (elders) to discuss and find solutions to a proflem

Interpreters

2 Encyclopaedia Btannica, inc, Mullah, 2 April 2014yrl
3 ALEP, Stanford Law School, Introduction to the Criminal Law of Afghanistanu204276


https://www.britannica.com/topic/mullah
https://www-cdn.law.stanford.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ALEP-Criminal-Law-2d-Ed_English.pdf
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Introduction

The purpose of this report is to provide relevant information for the assessment of international
protection status determination, including refugee status and subsidiary protectibis report is
meant to be read in conjunction with other 2020 EASO @@brts on Afghanistan, which provide
relevant information regarding topics such as state structure and security forces, customary justice
and informal dispute resolution, targeted violence, security situation and armed conflict
developmentskeysocicecoromic indicators

The report provides an overview of thmain AntitGovernment Elements (AGHES) Afghanistan
primarily the Taliban and Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP), with a focus on describing the modus
operandj structure aml activities of these groups with respect to targeted killings and attacks on
particular profiles

Terms of Reference

The terms of reference (ToR) of this report were defined by EASO based on discussions held with and
input received from COI experts in the EASO COI spediatisbrk on Afghanistan and from policy
experts in EU+ countriésvithin the framework of a country guidance development on Afghanistan.
Terms of reference for this report can be founddinnexill.

Methodology

Thisreport is produced in line with the EASO COI Report Methodology 2aaé)the EASO COI
Writing and Referencing Style Guide (2019).

The information gathered is a result of research using public, specialised-paged and electronic
sources untill8 Jure 2020. Minor clarifications and some min@dditional informationwere added
during the finalisation of this report in response to feedback received during the quality control
process, untiR7 July202Q Some dditional information wasalsoaddedas a result of inputeceived
from co-director at the Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN), Kate Clark, during an anbeesiew

held with EASO on 27 July 2020.

Sources in Pashto and Dari used in this report were dsdgssed and informally translated &yative
speaker within EASO.

Structure and use of the report

The report is divided intéour sections: Sectioh provides a general overview of the situation relating
to armed conflict and AGEs, as well as recent tipraents on the Doha agreement with the US
government and the Taliban; Secti@rprovides information on the main points of tséructure and
modus operandi of the Taliban and main targeted profiles related to this group; Sé&cpoovides
information onthe ISKP and main targeted profiles; Sectloprovides an overview of other AGEs
operating in Afghanistan, such as Al Qaeda, Haggani Network and Foreign AGEs.

4EU Member States plus Norway and Switzerland
5EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COI) Report Methodology, Jungr2019,
6 EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EASO Country of Origin Information (COIl) Reports, Jure 2019,


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf
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Map 1: Afghanstan- administrative divisionssource:UNOCHA
"UNOCHA, Afghanistamdministrative divisions, January 20 14}



https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/infographic/afghanistan-administrative-divisions-january-2014
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1. General overview

1.1 AntrGovernment Elements (AGES)

According to the Rule of Law in Armed Conflict Project (RULiAE)e are multiple overlapping nen
international armed conflicts happening in Afghanistan between government forces and AGEs, mainly
against the Taliban (and associated Hagqgani Network) and Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP),
among others. The United Nations Assistance Mission in AfghanistafNAMA defines AGEs as
parties to the conflict, describing them as follows:

W1 yGavernmentSt SYSy ia Ay Of dzRS YSYOSNBR 27F -Sin€S ac¢l f
organized armed groups taking a direct part in hostilities against@reernment Forces

including the Haqggani Network, Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, Islamic Jihad Union, Lashkari
Tayyba, Jaysh Muhammed, groups identifying themselves as Islamic@dteS a K¢ | Yy R 2 { K
milita and armed groups pursuing political, ideological or economic objectives including

armed criminal groups directly engaged in hostile acts on behalf of otherGawvernment

Elements®

In 2019, AGEs were the continuing cause of the majority of civilian casualties through indiscriminate
and deliberate targeting of civilians, in violation of international humanitarian llavwts annual report

on civilian protectionNAMA documented 1892 civilian casualties in 204%9of those,6 447 civilian
casualties (568 killed and #79 injured)were attributed toAGE¥, in particular76 %to the Taliban,
19%to ISIEKP, and 86to undetermined AGES.

A key development impaatg this report are thégfforts made to establish a peace procéstially

through talk§between the Taliban and the US government in February 2628e Doha Agreement

signed on 2February2020K & ©6SSyYy RS&AONR O SR &Sl -t SWySS/Ti200 AN GGSKRS
comprehensive peace de¥ISIGAR quotellATOResolute Support (R8)issiona i G Ay 3 G KI G WS
AYAGAL G808 insuigéntconbidebly increased in late 2019, in the run up to talks with the

USY UNAMA also noted the increa in violence prior to talks, and reported that during the third

j dzt NISNJ 2F wnampE AlG NBO2NRSR GKS KAIKSald SOSNJ
R20OdzYSy il A2y Q 06S3Fys YIAyfte RdzS (2 AYyRAZONARYAY!
Civilian casualties dropped in the first quarter of 2020 (compared to Q@& quarter, andtheywere

the lowest since 2012 UNAMA documented 293 civilian casualties (533 killed), with the continuing

trend that AGEs remained responsible foostof them (55%), the majority of which were attributed

8 RULAC project is a legal reference source produced by the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human
Rights that qualifies situations of armed violence in accordance with the definitions under applicabletioteah law.

RULAC, About RULAC, Last updated 5 March 2019,

9 RULAC, Neimternational armed conflicts in Afghanistan, Last updated 30 April 2019,

10 UNAMA AfghanistarProtection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2019, 22 February 202G¢. 84

LUNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict 2019, 22 Februanugppg, 5-6

2ZUNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict 2019, 22 Februarnu@pp032

BBUNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict 2019, 22 Februarnu@pp033

14 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501
(2019) concerning the TalibaB/2020/415, 27 May 202041, p. 3

15US, CRS, Afghanistan: Background and U.S. Policy: In Brief, 1 Mayl2@2@®; see also for further detalsy’ G KS RS f Qa
provisions: Ruttig, T., From Doha to Peace? Obstacles rising in the way -@fgien talks, AAN, 3 March 2020}

6 L D! w RSmyinfifed attéck®) d Faf (Hirdoil-te, Gnfidect-re, surfaceto-air -re, IED, and mine explosions,

etc.) initiated byinsurgents that the ANDSF and RS conga@ée [signicant activities) { L D! SIGARDQDdrterly report to

the United States Congress, 30 January 28g8ilable aurl, p. 68

17 SIGAR, Quarterly report to the United States CongB&danuary 202@vailable aurl, p. 68

18 UNAMA AfghanistarProtection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2019, 22 February 20R¢. 33


http://www.rulac.org/about
http://www.rulac.org/browse/conflicts/non-international-armed-conflicts-in-afghanistan#collapse1accord
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45122.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/from-doha-to-peace-obstacles-rising-in-the-way-of-intra-afghan-talks/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2020-01-30qr.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2020-01-30qr.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan_protection_of_civilians_annual_report_2019_-_22_february.pdf
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to the Taliban (390 and ISKP (1%).X° Overall, in the first quarteof 202Q casualties initiayl rose,

0KSY RNRLIISR RdzNAYy 3 GKS WsRidy@eriacAnFebkugdry 2020prioSy OS Q
to talks between the US and Talibgnand increased again after the Doha deal was sigiseg

Sectionl.2 Negotiations on the Doha Agreement with the Tal}#8nThe Afghanistan Analysts

Network (AAN) noted that the casualty figuresido S 6 € dZNNBR |a GKSNB Aa I WL
between fighters f R OA GAf Al YEO bAW! (GREI OSRTFANOIRINRE HAHA
O2y OSNYySRQ o0& GKS | OOStSNIGA2y 2F @OA2ftSyO0S Ay al
ANSF?

The Taliban still retasd close relations with affiliated grow such as the Haggani Network and Al

QaeRlI WolaSR 2y FTNASYRAKALIE || KAAG2NER 2F aKFNBR &
v SRI Qa aSyA2N) S| RSeadintadt with huyidretsToffighteydA raadditigh taNB Y I A y
their handling d any threat posed by AQaeR I = WG KS ¢ f A0 Yy Qerroriomigauinero A € A G &
for the international community will rest on their success in countering the threat fromv S.Q

Other foreign terrorist fighters and groups are also present fghanistan, including up t@ 500

Pakistanig€® There are roughly 20 militant group® G A @S Ay ! FAKI yA &Gl yz Ay Of d
groups like the Pakistani Taliban, Lash&alhangvi, LashkarTaiba, Jaise Muhammad, and Central

Asian militant groups including the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), the Islamic Jihad Union,

andi KS 91l ad ¢dNJ Sadly LatlrYAO a2@SYSydaz  YAtAGEY
someof which operate under the Taliban umbretfadowever, the Taliban denied the presence of any

foreign fighters in Afghanistaas of June 2028

1.2 Negotations on the Doha Agreement with the Taliban

After 18 years of walbetween the US and the Talibaon 29February2020, they signed an agreement

in Doh&8to withdraw US troops in exchange fibre Taliban agreeing not to work with Al Qaeda and

to enter taks with the Afghan governmert.However, the Afghan government was not involved in

the deal, with the Taliban later refusing to engage with th& A K | y 3 2 @egabdfing3edm, Q &

leading to questions about the viability of the agreemant likelihoodt will lead to peace® A week

before signingthe deal, anBl @ 2y 3 WNBRdzOUGA2Y Ay @A2f SyO0SQ owah
drop in security incidentsHowever,after the RiV ended with the signature of the deal, the Taliban

a0l G§SR dilKNIGg 2MdetKFS O2y Ay dzSQ y20 3l Ayad ¥TRNBA Iy |

YUNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Coxffatst Quarter Report: 1 January81 March 2020, 27 April
2020,url, pp. 12

20088 GKS AN} LKAO W AGAtAlLY [ &add tGAS&a ¢AYSEAYS o6& tI NIe (2
in Armed Conflict First Quarter Report: 1 Januany81 March 2020, 27 April 2020¢l, pp. 12

21 Kazemi, R., Disputed Casualties in Kushk: The cost of blurring lines between fighters and civilians, 24 Februdry 2020,

22 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conffatst Quarter Report: 1 January81 March 2020, 27 April
2020,url, p. 3

23 UNSCEIleventh report of the Analytical Support and S#mg Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501
(2019) concerning the TalibaB/2020/415, 27 May 202011, p. 3

24 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Tedomisted pursuant to resolution 2501

(2019) concerning the TalibaB/2020/415, 27 May 202041, p. 4

25 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursusesaiotion 2501

(2019) concerning the TalibaB/2020/415, 27 May 202041, p. 3

26 RFE/RL, The Taliban, The Government, and Islamic State: Who Controls What in Afghanistan, 31 Mgy 2020,

°"Roggio, B., Analysis: Talikgain denies presence of foreign fighters in Afghanistan, LWJ, 8 Junau2020,

28 For a detailed explanation of the Doha Agreement and stipulations, see UNS@nth report of the Analytical Support

and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501 (2019) concerning the TaI2@20/415, 27 May
2020,url

29 BBG Afghan conflict: US and Taliban sign deal to engtels8 war, 29 February 2020«

30Us, CRS, Afghanistan: Background and U.S. Policy: In Brief, 1 Mayl2@2@®; seea®s T2 NJ FdzZNIKSNJ RSO Af &
provisions: Ruttig, T., From Doha to Peace? Obstacles rising in the way &fgiten talks, AAN, 3 March 2020\

31 AAN, Voices from the Districts, the Violence Mapped (1): What has happened since the reduction in violence ended? 21
March 2020 url


https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_-_2020_first_quarter_report_english_0.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_-_2020_first_quarter_report_english_0.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/disputed-casualties-in-kushk-the-cost-of-blurring-lines-between-fighters-and-civilians/
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_protection_of_civilians_in_armed_conflict_-_2020_first_quarter_report_english_0.pdf
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
https://www.rferl.org/a/taliban-government-islamic-state-who-controls-what-in-afghanistan-/30644646.html
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/06/analysis-taliban-again-denies-presence-of-foreign-fighters-in-afghanistan.php
https://www.undocs.org/S/2020/415
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51689443
file:///C:/Users/hessece/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/N1XNU5O6/,%20https:/fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45122.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/from-doha-to-peace-obstacles-rising-in-the-way-of-intra-afghan-talks/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/voices-from-the-districts-the-violence-mapped-what-has-happened-since-the-reduction-in-violence-ended/
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¢CFfAOFYQa aAf (déstribsll inSetivhX ATheaTalbafihas also reportedly sought
assurances from the main Taliban leadershiat fiighting will continue regardless of the agreeméht.

The two main components of the deal are that there are guarantees to remove all foreign military

forces from Afghanistan through a phased approach over 135; d#yite in exchange, there should

be mechanisms to prevent Afghanistéiom being used by group(specifically the Taliban and Al

Qaeda)or individuas posingsecurity threats to the US and its allies. It also stipulated that iAfighan

negotiations towaR WNXB | f Wit takS place i Nadick 2020, leading to a permanent and
ddzadr AylroftS OSFaSTANB IyR [ANBSYSyd 2y li@3aKlyAa
March 20200 K & GKSNB I NS WF¥Sg 2 &unkda theldedyraigan prifoheOS R 2y
release deals also led to concerns of a return to violefice.

In tandem with the Doha Agreement, the US signegbmt dS Of | Nwith the Go@ernment of
Afghanistan, to enable political settlement and a permanent ceasdfiebveen the Afghan
government and the Talibanvhile also affirming continued support to the Afghan security forces and
refraining from intervention in domestic affai*®.In mid-June 2020, the Taliban and the Afghan
government finally agreed on Doha as the venue tfair first session of high S @ S f-Afgiak y (G NJ
RAIFE23dz25SQ o6dzi KSftR 2FF O2yFANNVIGAZY LISYRAYy3I RAAL

1.2.1Motivations and targeting patternsince the Dohagreement

According to the US, the Talibhavenot launched any attacks on international forces since the deal

was made in February; howevéey haveincreasedheir attacks on Afghan government forc&dn

a report on violence patterns in the four weeks since the 8 days of RiV agreed under-fraidas

RSIFIfZ 't b O2yOf dzZRSR (KI G WiGKS 2Talkeban doadl appetrtolbg & (0 2
those livingin TabanrO2 y G NBf f SR F NBFaQ ¢gKSNBE GKS !'{ IyR ! T3k
stopped air strikes and night raids; howevier contested areasthe report found that many civilians

said the TalibawereNBYy SgAy 3 GG O01as yR GKSNB JWVialengeSH NI 2 F
resumed immediately after the RiV end&T he Taliban continued their attacks against thes&Nover

76 attacks in 24 provinces within a week of signing the agreement) despite thé°dded. US also

resumed airstrike$, the first of which came 5 days after the déal.

AFP stated that since the J@aliban agreement, Taliban attacks have been lesgient in cities but

have continued to target Afghan government forces in rural areas; for example, a Taliban attack killed
11 progovernment militiamen in June 202DAfter a brief ceasefire for Eid at the end of May 2020,
sources cited bthe Long Waralirnal (WJ)*indicated that the Taliban increasddeir attacks again

in June 2020, stepping up assaults on government fofdesmid-June 2020, the Ministry of Interior

32 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501
(2019) concerning the Taliba82020/415, 27 May 202Qurl, para. 4

33 Ruttig, T., From Doha to Peace? Obstacles rising in the way ofNigthan talks, AAN, 3 March 2020}

34 Afghanistan Times, More violence feared as freed Taliban inmates may return to the battlefield, 14 Jun&l2020,

35Ruttig, T., From Doha to Peace? Obstacles rising in the way ofNfgthan talks, AAN, 3 March 2020}

36 Reuters, Afghan government, Taliban agree to Doha as venue for first peace talks, 15 Jund 2020,

87 Reuters, TalibaMilitants Kill Afghan Regional Police Chief in Latest Attack, 8 May @020,

38 Clark, K., Voices from the Districts, the Violence Map@®d Assessing the conflict a month after the-T&8eban
agreement, AAN, 8 April 2020

39 Ruttig, T., From Doha to Peace? Obstacles rising in the way ofNigthan talks, AAN, 3 March 2020}

ONew York Times (TH8) ¢ €t AdF Yy NI YL) dzZLJ FGdl O01&a 2y ! FIKI virBRebtds) $HNJI ¢ NHzY LI
Forces conducairstrikes on Taliban in Afghanistan, 5 June 2Q20,

4 Military Times, US resumes airstrikes against Taliban to halt attack on Afghan forces, 4 Marcil2R20ters, U.S. Forces
conduct airstrikes on Taliban in Afghanistan, 5 June 2020,

42 Military Times, US resumes airstrikes against Taliban to halt attack on Afghan forces, 4 Marehl 2020,

43 AFP, Bomb Blamed on Taliban Kills 1 i¢erat Afghan Militiamen, 6 June 2020]; See also: AFP, Attack blamed on Taliban
kills seven Afghan policemen, 14 June 2@2D,

44LWJ is a project of the Foundation for DefenseafhDcracies, and is dedicated to providing original analysis and reporting
about the Global War on Terror. It is a Rprofit organization, for more info see: LWJ, About, rudl.

4 Roggio, B., Talibanmps up attacks after ending unilateral ceasefire, LWJ, 16 June @020,
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claimed that the Taliban carried out over 200 attadkiing or woundng more than400 security
personnel in thebeginningof June!® Meanwhile, the New York Timesported that in June 2020, 322
pro-government security personnel and 159 civilians were killed

When looking at targeting patterna 2019 and the first quarter 020, AGEs continued to carry out
targeted killings, disappearances, and attacks on those who oppose them or spoke out againét them.
After ground engagements, the main source of civilian casualties were targeted/deliberate laliings
26 % of casualtiesn 2020*° AGEs, mainly the Taliban, continued to carry out the vast majority of
targeted conflicirelated abductions of civiliansyith UNAMAdocumenting 218 cases, affecting over
1000 civilians and killing 50, during 20P9JNAMA reportecthat compared tothe first quarter of
2019,in the first quarter of 2020there wasr WRA A GdzZNDAYy 3 Ay ONBIFasSQ Ay dl
executions, mainly carried out by the Taliban. Targeted killing was the main cause of civilian death,
ahead of ground engagements the first quarter of 2020. Most of those affected were in Kabul,
Balkh, and FaryaB.In its latest report published in July 2020, UNAMA attributed 43 % of civilian
casualties to the Taliban during the first six months of 232Zthe Talibanhave repeatety formally
rejected UN reportings biaseddenyinghe attribution of civilian casualt@y UNAMAo the group®?

while theyregularly report on civilian casualtésausedoy enemy shelling, night raidsandairstrikes,
whichthey state to be themain cause o€ivilian casualties instead.

Since the agreement, a number of violent attacks killing civilians have also remained unclaimed, or,
the perpetrators are suspected by officials to have been ISKP, Taliban, or Haggani, without any group
takingresponsibility>’ Some Afghan officials have accused the Haggani network of being behind some
attacks claimed by ISKBeeSection3. Islamic State Khorasan Provipcén Afghan government
security assessment from May 2020 described in the media said that unclaimed attacks by the Taliban
or Haggani allow the blame to be shifted to ISKP which saves the Taliban from criticism or
repercussion§® Other examples of unattributed targeted killinglude:

1 A string of unclaimed killings and attacks in Afghanistan orJut82020 by unknown
perpetrators left 17 dead, including 8 in Khost, such as Abdul Wali Ekhlas, a candidate in 2019
parliamentary elections who did not win a s&aand a pregoverrment cleric in Kabul, as well
as members of security forcés.

f On 30March2020, a femalegenerat KSIFR 2F b5{ Q&4 DSYRSNJ 5SLJ
targeted car bomb in Kabul Ci{No group claimed responsibiliy.

46 AFP, Over 400 Afghan security men killed or hurt st peeek, 15 June 2020r!

4TNew York Times (The), Afghan War Casualty Report, 4 Juneufl020,

48 USDOS, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices fo Zd@®anistan, March 201!, p. 2; UNAMA, Afghanistan
Protection of Civilians in Armed ConflicFirst Quarter Report: 1 JanuarnBl March 2020, 27 April 2020, p. 3

4 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conffirst Quarter Report: 1 Januan81 March 2020, 27 April
2020,url, p. 4

50 UNAMA AfghanistarProtection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2019, 22 February 200Qp. 4647

51 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conffatst Quarter Report: 1 January81 March 2020, 27 April
2020,url, pp. 34

52 UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, midyear report: 1 Jaru@@yJune 2020, 27 July 2020l, p. 8

53Voice of Jihad, Remarks by spokesman of Islamic Emirate concerning civilian casualty report by UNAMA, 27udlily 2020
Voice of JihadReaction of spokesman of Islamic Emirate concerning civilian casualty report by UNAMA, 27 Aputl2020,
Voice of Jihadrirst Quarterly (January, February, March) Civilian Casualty Report for 202§, Z20RD url

54 Voice of Jihadwhy are war crimes ignored?, 5 July 2020,

55Voice of Jihad, Video Report: Enemy shelling of civilian homes in BagBilaumy 202Qrl

56Voice of Jihad, Remarks by spokesman of Islamic Emirate concerning civilian casualty report by UNAMA, 27udluly 2020
STRFE/RL/Radio Free Afghanistan, Afghan Mosgue Attacks Kill 13 Worshippers Besstkitty¥May 202Qurl; Khaama Press,
Civilians suffer casualties in an explosion in Jalalabad city of Afghanistan, 14 JunarR@2BE/RL, At Least 17 Killed in
Attacks Across Afghanistan, 13 June 2Q2D,

58TSG, Taliban, Haggani, LeT, Jaish plan to target high profile Kabul entities, 24 Mayl 2020,

59 AP, 18 people killed in separate attacks in Afghanistan, 13 June @02BFE/RL, At Least 17 Killed in Attacks Across
Afghanistan, 13 June 202x|

S0RFE/RL, At Least 17 Killed in Attacks Across Afghanistan, 13 Junerl2020,

61 New York Times (The), Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2020, 30 Aprii2020,

62 Khaama Press, US Embassy reacts to death of senior female Afghan intelligence official in Kabul, 1 Awkil 2020,
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1 On 10April2020, the Imam oHazrat Ali mosque in Farah Province was shot and killed by
unidentified gunmerf?

Referring toa spike in targeted killings Heratfrom October2019 toJanuary 20200AN also described

dynamics such a®# 02 YLJ SE NA Gl ft NAS&Q | Y2spriEe of éhén fhay be/ R LINE
implicated in targeted killings and attacks to settle scores between rivals through the politicising of
ONRYAYlFfkaSOdINRGE AYyOARSy(Gasx gKAES GKSasS (AffAy:
targeting pattern$*

InconvdNBR | A2y 6AGK 9! {h RdzZNAYy3 GKS TAYyl-diraciolKata 2y 2 7F
Clarkgave some insights into changes in tactics by the Tabbmehthe series of unclaimed attacks
which occurred after the U%aliban agreement. She noted:

We have a Taliban spring offensive in all but name. The leadership is encouraging fighters to
FAIKG Fa KFENR a Ll2aairofSe ¢KFGQa oSAy3a Gl 1Sy
Ffftd LY a2YS IINBlFaz GKSNB WRISK INEQI 26 HBK | ¢ AR
to calls to muster for operations. Some field commanders have also expressed a wish that their
leadership was seriously pursuing peace with the government.

For the Taliban leadership, the main aim is getting the US out,Iebdd their strategy this

year can be explained as them carrying on with the war without antagonising the Americans

too much. After the 29 February agreement was signed, the US reminded the Taliban that they

had agreed verbally to reduce violence by80rhe Taliban replied that they had only agreed

not to attack US forces, not to attacks the big cities, not to attack bases, but they were free to

attack everything else. Sthey appear to be fighting without crossing certain red lines which

would antagonse the US military and risk drawing it back into the conflict. So tactics are
somehow different this year. we see an increase in the use IEDs, targeted killings and
abductions and harassing road users, including taxing them. There have also been a number

of very strange unclaimed attacks; mostly nasty urban attacks. These could have been carried

out by ISKP, although it would be surprising since they usually claim everything they do. Or it
O2dzf R 0SS GKS ¢l fAolyd { dzOK | aldgiegmpriwith tNdSJSO I vy SR
but the Taliban might want to carry them out without claiming responsibility: they do
successfully terrorise civilians in governmémid urban areas and might, also, satisfy
RSYIFYRa FTNRY ¢lIfAOlFYyQad ROIYRNREY s KRG BOYa F¥E NI K

63 pajhwok, Religious scholar gun down in Farah, 10 April 2020,
Y T SYAZT wods | SNI G / AdGe@Qa wS LR Nlofevents lededlsS21 Apyil 20208 SOdzNA G &Y 2 K
65Clark K., AAN, online video interview with EASO, 2720ay
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2. TheTaliban

The Taliban is an AGE that has been active in Afghanistan for deddde$aliban leadership ruled
Afghanistan between 1996 and 2001 when it was removed from power by US/international forces; it
has continuedo conduct aninsurgencyfollowing its removaf® Since 2001, the group has preserved
some key principles including a strict interpretation of sharia law in areas titsdemtrol’

2.1 Structure and leadership

The Taliban position themselves as the shadow government of Afghapasigutheir commissio and

governing bodies replicate the administrative offices and duties of a typical goverr?iEmeTaliban

haved6 SO2YS |y W2NHIYAT SR LRtAGAOFE Y2@0SYSyd 2 LISNI
I FTAKF PAYRI KO A S92t OSRt 122 @SR MBOS WHEROND Ay GKS
K2t RAy3 GSNNRG2NR FYR GKSNXSo@ dzy R-BeMdi lof] lacgld Wa 2
O 2 Y Y dzy RRegaBidaddilitant operations, it snetworked insurgency, with strong leadership at

the top anddecentralised local commanders who can mobilise resources at the district'tevel.

The Quetta Shura or Taliban Leadership Council [also knoRaldsari Shurd] refers to the group of

the 20 most senior leaders of the Talib&T.he main official political office of the Taliban is located in
Qatar/*Much of the leadership is also located in Pakistad connectedhrough the Peshawar Shura
Network /> The present supreme leader of the movement is Mullah Hibatullah Akhundzadaswi® i
KSR 2F (KS [ SFIRSNBKALI /2dzyOAf > WAdzZRAOAIFINEBZI | yR
organgJ® Hisdeputy leaders are First Deputy Sirajuddin Jallaloudine Hagqani (leader of the Haggani
network) and two othersMullah Mohammad YagooMullahMohammad Yaqub Omafiand Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar Abdul Ahmad T{rAmid June 2020 reports that Akhundzada and Jallaloudine
Haqqgani, and other senior Taliban leaders had contracted GO¥,IBnd that some may have even
died, it was reportedby Foreig Policy magazinéhat Yagob was running Taliban and Haqgani
operations. The Taliban denied these repdfts.

66 BBC, Who are the Taliban, 27 February 2080 See alsoGiustozzi, A. and lbrahimi, N., Thirty Years of Conflict: Drivers

of AntirGovernment Mobilisation in Afghanistan, 192811, AREU, January 2012|

WwCOKwW[ X ¢FfAOlLY /2yaldAaddziaAzy 2FFSNE FtAYLAS Ayid2 YATtAGE Y
68 New York Times (The), How the Taliban Outlasted a Superpower: Tenacity and Carnage, 26 Mag; 20RGCEleventh

report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Moring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501 (2019) concerning

the Taliban S/2020/415, 27 May 20201, para. 12

69 USIP, Insurgent Bureaucracy: How the Taliban Makes Policy, Peaceworks No. 15&eXaoaeurl, p. 6

7OUSIP, Service Delivery in Talidafluenced Areas of Afghanistan, Special Reports No. 465, 30 Aprill2)20,3

" New York Times (The), How the Taliban Outlasted a Superpower: Tenacity and Carnage, 26 Maly 2020

¢ tAOFYQAa AdAINBYS O2yadA dFdAGS 2NHIFIy® LG LINRPGARSA LRtAGAC
movementAmir-ul-Momeneeror commander of the believers.

73 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Taawmitted pursuant to resolution 2501

(2019) concerning the TalibaB/2020/415, 27 May 202041, p. 6 (footnote 5), Annex B, p. 25

74 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitpfieam submitted pursuant to resolution 2501

(2019) concerning the TalibaB/2020/415, 27 May 20201, Annex, para. 2

>New York Times (The), How the Taliban Outlasted a Superpower: Tenacity and Cz6ridgg,2020,url; UNSCEleventh

report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501 (2019) concerning

the Taliban S/2020/415, 27 May 2020y, Annex, p. 26, p. 6

76 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501

(2019) concerning the TalibaB/2020415, 27 May 2020url, Annex, para. A

7 lljdzo Aa G(KS azy 2F GKS ¢FftA0lFyQad F2dzyRSNE adAg f F K hYlFN® |
shore up his position in advance of shuras upcoming this y@Factional Struggles Emerge VirusAfflicted Taliban Top

Ranks, 9 e 2020url

78 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501

(2019) concerninghe Taliban S/2020/415, 27 May 202071, Annex, para. A

FP, Factional Struggles Emerge in VAifiicted Taliban Top Ranks, 9 June 2Q20,RFE/RL, Taliban Officials Deny Report

That Top Leader Died From Coronavigugune 2020uyrl
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The Government of Afghanistaprovided a listA y (i K S Maybrépért oftnamed and known
members of the Taliban shadow administration and theéispective areas of responsibility/
commissior®

The followingcommissionsare identified by the URtand also described in a Taliban booklet published
in 2020andavailable ortheir website:®

1. The Military Commissidf[Nizami Kamissignsupervises appointed shadow governors and
deputies for all 34 provinces, and group/field commanders and squad leaders at the district
level® The Military Commission is divided across regional areas to distribute fighters and
organise missions and operati®® The UN reported in May that it was headed by Mullah
Ibrahim Sad&f, however other sources in May 2020 stated that Mohammad Yaqub had been
appointed head”’

2. The Political Commission [Siasi Kamission]: Based in Doha, Qatar, it leads the politisal affair
of the Taliban movemer

3. Intelligence Commissigh
4. Commission for Financial Affairs (including customs, mining, and prop&tties)
5. Judicial Commissidh Mahkamaor the court system, is composed dEbtedaya(primary

courts),Morafea(appealcourts) andlramiz(supremecourt). Courts are ruled under the Sharia
law. Courts and judges amobile and static in areas where insurgents maintain a significant
presence”?

6. Media Commissiofi [Farhangi Kamissignalso called the Cultural Commissiams cultural
andmediarelated issues of the movement, including six websites in five languages|isi
magazines (which are also distributed in printed formats in rural arersi (Trace),
Shahamat (Courage) Morchal (Stronghold),Hagigat (Truth), Al-Samood

(Resistance), an8hariat (Islamic law)Farhangi Kamissioalso publishes books,
and Layeha(@des ofConduct)®*

80The full list and detailed explanation of the structure of the Taliban is available in: EMSEth report of the Analytical

Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501 (2019) concerning the, Tab26/415,

27 May 2020url, Annex

81 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501
(2019) concerning the Taliban, S/2020/415, 27 May 2080Annex, pp. 2826
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description of the cover states: Islamic Emiraind The Jihad Process, Questions and Answers. It is the first edition of the

book, 1 000 copies have been published.
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7. Health Commissidh [Sehat Kamissignprovides medical assistance to thigured Taliban
fighters and its medical team organises their transportation to medical facitfiies.

8. Commission for Training, Learning and Higher Educalialinfaw-Tarbia Kamissigror the

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

Education Commission is in charge of providing Islamic teachimbsstablishemadrasasn

areas under Taliban contrd)l.

Commission for Agriculture, Livestotkshr[religious taxe¥] and Zakat[obligatory payment

for Muslims to give as alms to the poor of as tax collected by a Muslin?$téte

Recruitment, Outreach ahGuidance Commissi®h[5 I Qg | (X LoNaZiKKamigsignwl f o
leads the recruitment of new members for the group. The commission preaches to attract and
recruit from amongst ANDSF persontglit conducts widespread preaching activities,
managesmadrasagKoranic schools), and particularly recruits amongst the local population.
The said commission publishes lists of ANSDF personnel who allegedly joined the Taliban
movementl®

t NR & 2 y SN & [De2 BandiadndKargissipiis in charge of monitoring the livg
conditions of prisoners/detainees across the country, including captured Taliban fighters by
the Afghan Governmerif®

Commission for NG&$[Mosesaato Kamissidor the Organisations (NGOs) Commission is in

charge of monitoring humanitarian NGOs in zogegg RSNJ 6 KS ¢+t A6l yQa 02y

website states that théVlosesaat Kamissioreportedly provides for a safe environment only

for organisations and NGOs that are independent from the government and are not
considered as prgovernment or spying ageies’

Commission for the Prevention of Civilian Casualties and Compf&ifiise Taliban website

lists this commission as falling under the Military Commission and dealing with civilian matters
related to casualtie$®®

Antiquities Commissidt?

Border Contrb Commissiott!

Organ for Martyrs and Persons with Disabilitiés
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In February 2020, the Taliban announced on their website that they had introduced a new mixed
Commission of Central Dal-Fatwa (an institution competent in issuing Islamic verdicthpe

Ass¢o0f & 2F Laftl YAO WdIzNRAALINUZRSYOS yR W{LISOALIfAAl
created in April 2019; it may serve as legislative body of the movet&Rurther information could

not be found.

Leadership divisions

Throughout the US aliban negotiations, and despite reshuffling of its provincial appointments prior
to the 2020 fighting seasoithe Taliban leadershipas been able to maintain unity within the rank and
file, though there are deepening divisions aroundting tieswith Al Qaeda!*For the most part, the
leadership has been united in favour of pursuing thet&liss, edging out dissidents who oppose the
deallt®

One new splinter group of Senior Taliban dissidents has emerged, as of May 2020, kndizbes
Vulayet Islami or Hezb Walayate Islami (Islamic Governorate Party or Islamic Guardiarizdniy).®
The group opposes the US deal and has links to Iran, marking possible leadership diigions.
leadership split on the implementation of the TJ&lban deal and power struggles within the
organisation could impact the potential peace proc&ss.

The Rasoul Shura, a minority breakaway group from the Taliban that split id*2@&tbby Mullah
Mohammad Rasool, out of western Afghanistan, declared that tigyot support the talks with the
US!? Foreign Policy reported that they lost power in the face of thi& Clashes between the main
Taliban and Rasoul faction have caused deaths and assassinations between the gsoups
confrontations between the two haveccurred. The possibility of divisions over the deal could pose a
threat to the dealitself.1??

2.2 Strength, presence, territorial control, andapacity

The Taliban control large parts of Afghanist&l y § SNX 2 Odzi 2 N&E NBLIRZ2 NI SR Ay
May 2020 report that 5660 % of Afghan territory is contested between the Taliban and government,

with 21 districts reportedly undefull Taliban control, a decrease from-28 in 2019:* However, on

Ala £2A08 2F WAKIR 6S50aAdGS OAGAY3I AlGa wn®id WkHyy
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district capitalst?®®However,in a May 2020 article citing their mapping Taliban contré¥J statedhat
the Taliban controlled 75 district49%) and contesed 189 (47%9.1%

9alAYlI(iSa 2F GKS ¢ f Ao HKOOWI 800K H0IZ6S 000Fd &5 800 itk NI y 3
FRRAGAZY I € WEODXd Al yi2aN® 6 NIRY ¥R W3 000 KHisshoysdhatt S NI | &
the Taliban has no shtage of recruits, funds, or weaponh¥.

According to the Security Council, reporting in May 2020,

WGiKS ¢FtA0lY NBYFAY AYUiUSNyrtfte RAAGOALIAYSR S
divisions within the group, which make compromise with its adages difficult, and its

messaging remains haithe. The group also appears well prepared for the 2020 fighting

season and raising the tempo of its attacks on Afghan government targets while trying to avoid
provoking the United States. Differences inergretation of the agreement could lead to

periodic crises in its implementation. Halide Taliban believe that they can and will still

I OKAS@S UGKSARIJIFAYa 68 F2NOSOQ

2.30bjectives

Sources repodd that despite agreement with the US, the Taliban leadership and commanders
informed the population that the Afghan government would be toppt&dill Roggio of the LWJ also

stated thatas of June 2020, the Taliban continued posting propagandheir webste, putting

forwardl WyYS&aal 3S 2F a02N¥Y | YR RAA&R/|dasyi@th&Fagrbdménk S | { |
I OO2NRAY3I (G2 w233A23 (GUKS We2AKFRAAaO 3ANRdzL) KIF & 0S¢
acceptable form of governmentin Afghanigta A & 'y aL&af YA O aeadasSyé GKIF G
A2PSNYYSYyiQs |y | yy 2 dzy @efve Seldsed Aut dayd att& sighikgNBedza K |
agreement3? According to sources, thiatwa states that the withdrawal of US forces will not end its

armed jihad or insurgency, but that it will continue to fight for an Islamic government ruled by an

emir!3® The UNSecurity Councihlso remarked that the Taliban increasddeir attacks while
simultaneously negotiating with the U%.The UN remarked that thergup remaired confidentthat

they couldretake power by forcé®* Despite the deal with the US, through continuous fighting seasons,
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GKS ¢lrftAolyQa O2yiAydzSR 32 t KI ahouySi8sys stil giffichit LIG dzNB
for the group due to the continued presence of international foré&s.

LWJ reported thainia propaganda video released in June 2020 i KS ¢t Aol y #id NNIJ G2 N
Deviants are those who are trained in the poisonous deviant beliefs of atheism, communism,
secularism, democracy, and other satanic western and disbelieving ideologies in order to mislead the
Muslims with their deviant ideologie®’

2.4 Recruitment strategies

The Taliban typically recruit young males from rural communities who are unemployedatedin

madrasas and ethnically Pashtun, according to independent Afghanistan expert, Borhan €fsman.
Recruitment usually occurs through tBeN.R2 dzili&s Coramission and outreach in mosques, as well

as through personal networks and families of fightef, y @ 2F @gK2Y | NS Y23GAQOI (SR
for the Western institutionsand values the Afghan government has taken up from its liées wl i K S NJ
than paying salaries, the Taliban cover expenses; while the movement has become entrenched in
crime and narcdts as fighters keep the spoils of these activitiés.

2.4.1 Child recruitment

Taliban also recruit children. For instance, in 2019, UNAMA documented 58 cases in which boys
(children) were recruited by the Taliban and used to plant IEDs, eapipsives, collect intelligence,

conduct suicide attacks and engage in hostilittfdJSDOS indicated that Talibased childrenas

suicide bomberstricking them, manipulating therwith money or false religious justificatiors

Yorcingld K SY Q  { 2uicioleSborab¥rs§in sduthern provinces, the Taliban used children not only

as suicide bombers but also as human shields, or to plantfEDSexchange, Taliban payed cash

money to some families and provided protection to others who sent their childrehtt AR 6 I y Qa & OK 2
(madrasa$ for military and religious brainwash. Most of the children who were exposed to such risks

came from poor families or rural are&$BBC also reported on teenagers whiererecruited into the

Taliban via video propaganda and thgbumadrasas to plant IEES.

2.5Human rights olations and auses

The Taliban continued to be accused of targeted killings in 2§2Bey have been involved in the

deliberate targeting of civilians in both indiscriminate and targeted attaakd against civilian

objects'* The Taliban continued to operate parallel justice mechanisms leading to executions by
shadow courts and punishments deemeqd WNAMA to be cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishment$®, 2 NJ Y2NB Ay F2NXIGA2Yy 2y ¢ {BASO @ Repdrdl NI f f ¢
Afghanistan Criminal law, customary justice and informal dispute resolution, July. ZB&0Director
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brutalityof i KS ¢ £ Aol yQal yiR | gA3a INRRA 20/25TNATalib@hasalsovée NA I K
reported to use torture against detainegigicluding ANSF personriét

2.6 Targeted individuals

2.6.1Members of the Afghan security forces and pgovernment militias

¢CFNBSGAY3a FyR (AftAy3 27T |LlajkMmECodeid condst, whighyisSR Ay
available ortheir website. The_ayehain its first chapterprovides Taliban with instructions to make

ANDSF surrender/join the grouprticle 10 of the said code delegat&s| Q(pukishinent) authority

to the Imam, deputy Imanmprovincialiudge or in their absence to the provincial governor to order the
execution of an allegedly guilty ANDSF detainee or any other employee/official of thenGrmrer

arrested by the group® On their website, the Taliban continued tase the termW LJdzL0alS § &
Goodagyian(g r y inPashte language), for ANDSF personnel. 84 Blecember2019, the Taliban

published a report in which they mentioned the number of ANDSFgardrnmentofficials that the

group has targeted in 2019. The report included the exact dates and locations of the incidents, as well

as the names of the alleged ANDSFspanel killed by the groufs®

In June 2020, a spokesperson for the interior ministry stated that 422 members of the Afghan security
force were killed and wounded by the Taliban in a week. According to the figures cited by the Afghan
official, 222attacks were carried out by the Taliban during the second week of June 2020 in 29
provinces'® Tolmews reported that 171 security forces personnel were killed, 250 others were
wounded in the clashe'$? Examples of recent general attacks on Afghan government/pre
government forces include:

1 On8June2019, the Taliban attacked security outposts in Poshta Noor village in Dawlatyar
district of Ghor, killing fifteen members of the public uprising forces and civilians, and
wounding a tribal eldeand two others'>

1 On4July2019, one civilian was killed, and another was wounded when the Taliban attacked
the office of the local pragovernment militia in Dawlatyar District of Ghor Provifte.

1 In May 2020, Taliban fighters detonated a car bomb targethfghan intelligence agency
National Security (NDS) forces in Ghazni, at least seven people were killed and 40 wounded as
a result of this attack®

1 On6June2020, Taliban roadside bombing killed 11 g@vernment militamen on their way
through Badakshn to support ANSDF®

1 On11June2020, a district police chief was killed and 4 officers wounded in Taliban clashes in
Paktika®’

1 On14June2020, 7 police officers were killed at a checkpoint in Pasaband (Ghor) in an attack
attributed to the Taliban byocal officials->®
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151 Tolonews, 171 Govt Forces Killed in a Week in Taliban Attacks: Officials, 14 Juneyl2020azeera, Taliban killed,

wounded over 400 Afghan forces in one week: Gdvit,June, 202Qr!

152Tolonews, 171 Govt Forces Killed in a Week in Taliban Attacks: Officials, 14 Junetl 2020,

153 Tolonews Several killed in Taliban attack in Ghor: Officials, 8 June 2019,

154 New York Times (Thefghan War Casualty Report: Juned28uly, 4 July 2018rl

155Reuters, Taliban blast near Afghan intelligence base kills seven, injures 40, 18 Mayi2020,

156 RFE/RL/Gandhara, Bomb Blamed on Taliban Kills 1dd®tcAfghan Militiamen, 6 June 2020]

157 Xinhua District police chief killed in Taliban attack in E. Afghanistan, 11 June2020,

158 AFP, Attack blamed on Taliban kills seven Afghan policemen, 14 Junai2020,
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1 Also in June 2020, 9 separate attacks on security posts were laumtligadazni, killindl5
insurgents.The source did not mention whether security force members were hurt in
clashes?®

Recent examples of targeted killings of security éamembers also include:

1 On27September2019, a pregovernmentmilitia member and his father were killed after the
Taliban attacked their house in Laman village of @akaw City in Badghis Provint®.

1 On11O0ctober2019, in Badakhsan Province, two nephews of a local police commander killed
their uncle in the Abjin area of Wardoj District, they tabkO2 YYI Y RSNR& 6SI L2y |
the Taliban's?

1 On240ctober2019,the Taliban targeted and killed the Badghis chieliggin Kabul while he
was on holiday$%?

1 On7May2020,the Taliban targeted and killed the Khost police chief and two of his personnel
in a roadside bomB3 TheTaliban claimed responsibility for the attack on their webéife.

91 A senior provincigbolice officer on his way to work was shot dead in Kandahar by the Taliban
in June 2026

1 7June2020, 3 policemen were assassinated at a checkpoint by the Taliban in Gozra district,
Kabult6®

2.6.1.1Women in the ANSF

On30April 2020, SIGAR reported thdidre were 270 female personnel within the ANDSF (including
433 civilians). There were535 female personnel serving within the Ministry of Interior (Mol) and

1 735within the Ministry of Defence (MoD¥! In March 2020, Tolonews reported that the numbér o
femalepolice officersvas 280028 In December 2019, United States Department of States (USDOD)
indicated that the number of registered female ANP w&¥ 3 for 8898 Tashkilplanned numbers}®®

In Afghanistan, the participation of women in the ANDSF remained a tabeaciety’® In Octder

HaMopE | yS6a NUGAOES |o62dzi FSYIFES ! FaAKlFy L2t A0S
a2 f RA S NEMARKhal Nafional Afra\NA female soldier who said the Taliban threaten women

with torture and cutting their nose and ears if thegrtinued to serve the Afghagovernment She

stated that the Taliban sent her death threats (via a letter) accusing her of working for foreigners and
negatively influencing women in the sociéty.

Recent examples of targeting of female ANDSF personneticl

1 On28August2019, two female police officers working in Arghandab District of Kandahar
Provincewere shot and killed by armed men on a motorcycle in PD1 of Kandahar<City.
Xinhua News stated that the attack was carried out by suspected Tafiban.

159 Xinhua, 24 including 4 policemen killed in fresh clashes in Afghanistan, 11 Junar2020,

160New York Times (Thefghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 20119,

161 New York Times (Thefghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 20119,

162 Ariana News, Badghis police chief assassinated in Kabul, 24 Octobeu019,

163 Reuters, Taliban militant kills regional polideef in a latest attack, 8 May 2020

164\/oice of Jihad [English], Police chief alfwigh] his deputy, 4 more killed, 8 May 202@]; Reuters, Taliban militant kills
regional police chief in a latest attack, 8 May 2020,

165 Xinhua, 24 including 4 policemen killed in fresh clashes in Afghanistan, 11 Junar2020,

166 Bakhtar News, Policemen Martytdy Taliban Attack in Kabul, 7 June 2020,

167 SIGARQuarterlyReport to the United States Congre$8 April 2020url, p. 82
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169ySDOD, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, December 2019, 23 January, 025,

170ZORA, Female Afghan soldiers face a battle oroalls, 2 October 201rl

1717ZORA, Female Afghan soldiers face a battle on all fronts, 2 Octoben2019,

172NewYork Times (The), Afghan War Casualty Report: August22329 August 2019yl

173 Xinhua, Two fmale officers killed in S. Afghanistan, 28 August 209,
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2.6.1.2 Family members of ANSF personnel

In July 2019, the New York Times reported that the Taliban continued to target families of Afghan
soldiers to seek revenge. According to the report, Taliban also burned several of their houses while
they were away frsmm home!™

Recent attacks against the families of ANDSF include:

1 On3May2019, a Taliban fighter killed the wife and-{&arold son ofan ANA soldier in
Ahmadkhel District. The perpetrator was the nephew of the victim, who had secretly jointed
the Talibarto take revenge’®

1 On6August2019, in Badghis Province, the Taliban shot and killed a wom#reihaman
village of Qalee Naw, the provincial capital. According to the source, the woman was
engaged/married to an Afghan soldier. The woman was killedrdntfof people in an
improvised Taliban coutf®

T On7August2019, a taxi driver whose brother was an Afghan special forces commander was
killed by the Taliban in the Khwaja Pesta area of Khanabad District of Kunduz P¥6vince.

1 On19September2019, one seaarity force member and two of his relatives were killed by the
Taliban, and another person was kidnapped by the group after they stopped a territorial army
vehicle in the Zarshi area of Pashton Kot District of Faryab Province.

2.6.2 Governmentofficials and those perceived as supporting the government

2.6.2.1 Government officials

AlthoughTaliban officialglaim that Taliban forces are ordered to protect civilians, civilian government
employees are excluded from this category, which | A Y@PA2F GKI° f I ga 2F 6 ND

Recent attacks on government officials include:

T On25June2019, the Taliban killed two engineers of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affaire
in an ambush in the Porak area of f&ohlam City of Logar Province. According to tharse,
WGiKS SYyaAySSNE 6SNB g2NJAy3a 2y GKS ®2yadNUHzOG )

1 On18August2019, the Taliban detained and later killed a village elder, who was working for
the government, in the Chehldokhtaran village of KeshRobatsangi District in Herat
Province'®!

1 On20August2019, in Baghlan Province, the Taliban kidnapped and killed the deputy of the
Populaton Registration Department while he was trélireg to Baghlare Markazi District from
Puki-Khumri®?In the same Rivince, oni25 August2019,the Taliban abducted and later killed
a provincial council member of Samangan Province in the Cheslhar area on the road
between Balkh and Kabtff

1 On27August2019, the Taliban shot and killed a governmefficial, who was on his way
home from work, in Ahmad Abad District of Paktia Provifite.

174New York TimesThe) { SS1Ay3 NB@Sy3aS: ¢ Aoly GFNBSG ! TIKEY
175New York Times (THe) { SS1Ay3 NB@Sy3aS: AolLy GFNBSG ! TIKEY
176 New York Times (TheAfghan War Casualty Report: Augus, 8 August 2019url; Ariana News, Taliban insurgents shoot
woman in Badghis, 6 August 2018,

177New York Times (TheAfghan War Casualty Report: August, B August 201rl

178 New York Times (TheAfghan War Casualty Report: September 2@B83September 201Qrl

179HRW, Taliban Linked to Murder Afghan Rights Defender, 6 September 2Qi®,

180New York Times (TheAfghan War Casualty Report: June2Z1 27 June 2019yl

181New York Times (TheAfghan War Casualty Report: Aisyl16-22, 22 August 201%yr|

182New York Times (Thelfghan War Casualty Report: Agg16-22, 22 August 201!

183 New York Times (TheAfghan War Casualty Report: Ast23-29, 29 August 201%yr|
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1 On22September2019, Taliban killed a teacher in the village of Barengi in Dulina District in
Ghor Province and threatex to kill other teachers and government a@fals if they do not
leave their jobg8®

T On8O0ctober2019, an election commission official was killed by the Taliban in the village of
Bashi of Samangan Province. According to the source, the Taliban kidnapped the victim while
he was travéling from Sanharak District to Sag Pul City and the day after he was Kkilf&#l.

1 On7November2019, the Taliban killetbur judgesin an ambush when they were traliag
from Paktia to Kabul, in Mohammad Agha District of Logar Prov¥fcenother source
reported thatthree judges were killed in the incidefff

1 On2December2019, the brother and the son of the governor of Sayyad District of Samangan
Province were killed, and two police officers were wounded when Taliban fighters attacked
thed2 SNy 2 ha K2dzaSo

1 In February 2020, Taliban militantgere believedto be responsible for shooting to death
Abdul Rahim; LINA YI NB O2 dzNIi 2 dzR Br&cer tyendlofSaxgetéd@ilings. v 2 A f
of judges by the group’® Abdul Rahim, the only court judge in Injil District, was shot and killed
by unknown gunmen on motorcycles while he was returning home from prdyer.

1 Five employees of a statewvned bank were abduetl and shot by Taliban militants in Herat
on 10 April 2020192

1 In June 2020, a former Senatd¥ali Ahamadzai, was abducted and killed by the Taliban in
Logar'®?

T 'yly26y 3FdzyYSYy 2LISYSR FTANBE 2y | OFNJ 6St2y3IAy
2020,killing five people, including two state prosecutors. The Taliban denied involvéffient.

2.6.2.2 Peopleseen to besupporting the government or spying

ArticlemT @AY F2 NI f { NlLaygéhi(dodebfZcghBuctptargets anfalleget sPRsa0s

En B ntPashto language). The provisions of the mentioned article delegate<Q (punistinent)
power to the Imam, deputy Imanprovincialjudge or in their absence to the provincial governor to
order the execution of an alleged spirticle 18 of the Layehacode provides criteria based on which

an individual can be considered as a spy: (1) based ot@#iEssion without the usage of force)) (2
based on the declaration of two withesses, who shall convince the judge, (3) based on material
proofs®

Some gamples otargetedpeopleinclude

1 In March 2019, a pregnant woman in Sancharak District ire Bai province was sentenced
to death by the Taliban and instantly killed along with her unborn child for reportedly criticising
the Taliban by calling theirav against the government 'illegitimat&®

185New York Times (TheAfghan War Casity Report: September 2019, 26 September 2Qi®,

185 New York Times (TheAfghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October 20119,

187 Tolonews Four judges killed in an ambush in Logar: Police, 7 November, 2819

188 Reuters, Three judges killed at the Taliban checkpoint in Afghanistan, official say, 7 Novembarl 2019,

189New York Times (TheAfghan War Casualty Report: December 2019, 30 December 2019,

YT SYAZ wodr | SNF G /AdGéQa wSLRNISR {LA1S Ay LygS8huaNAiéy 2K
Militants kill judge in E. Afghanistan, 18 February 2@20,New York imes (The), Afghan War Casualty Report: February
2020, 27 February 2020y!

91New York Times (The), Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2020, 27 Februanyl 2020,

192RFE/RL/Gandhara, Taliban Kills Five Bank Employees in Wasfgteam Province, 10 April 2020

193 Ariana News, Taliban kill former Afghan senator in Logar: local officials, 9 Jun&i2020,

194 AP, Gunmen kill 5, including 2 prosecutors, in Afghan capital, 22 Juneu2020,

195\/pjice of Jihad, @WO2 RS 2 F QP Rekedit) fo@B BhglishdrahgeTion of the Layeha (2010 version) made by
the Afghanistan Analysts Network: Clark, K., The Layha: Calling the Talebanuat A&80I, 4 July 2011yl

19 Salaam Times, Taliban murder pregnant woman, unborn child ie-Bal, 25 March 2019;rl; USDOS, Country Report on
Human Rights Practices 204 @fghanistan, March 2020y, pp. 10-11


https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-october-2019.html
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/four-judges-killed-ambush-logar-police
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-judges/three-judges-killed-at-taliban-checkpoint-in-afghanistan-officials-say-idUSKBN1XH1Q5
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-december-2019.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/herat-citys-reported-spike-in-insecurity-what-a-sober-reading-of-events-reveals/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-02/18/c_138795071.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-february-2020.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/magazine/afghan-war-casualty-report-february-2020.html
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-kills-five-bank-employees-in-western-afghan-province/30545565.html
https://ariananews.af/taliban-kill-former-afghan-senator-in-logar-local-officials/
https://apnews.com/80747de5e9ddbeea64973cc5f58f1ee8
http://www.mujali.net/?p=225
http://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2012/10/20110704_CKlark_The_Layha.pdf
https://afghanistan.asia-news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2019/03/25/feature-02
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/AFGHANISTAN-2019-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf

261 AFGHANISTAN: AMGOVERNMENT ELEMENESSO COUNTRY OF ORISFORMATION REAOR

1 In June 2020ynidentifiedgunmen reportedly killed a tribal elder and his wife and children in
Maidan Wardak; they reportedly previously killed another son for cooperating with local
Afghan policé?®’

T On 4 August2019, the Taliban reportedly killed a civilian in the village of Ghaib in Shuhada
District of Badakhshan Province, accusing him of spying for the goverdffent.

1 In Ghor Province, o7 September2019, the Taliban killed three civilian brothers, one the
village manager, one a teacher, and the third a student. The victims were accused by the
Taliban of having links with the governméftt.

1 In September 2019, the head of the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC)
in Ghor province was abducted, shatd killed by the Talibaff’In June 2020, two AIHRC staff
were assassinated in Kabul through a bomb atek.

1 On 11November2019, Taliban killed two civilians accused of supporting the government. The
victims were kidnapped earlier by the group in FirdzKaistrict ofGhor Provincg®

1 On29January2020, in theSarjangevillage ofMorghabDistrict, inGhorprovince, a civilian
who was returning home from prayer was shot dead by the Taldlamingthe man was a
government spy®In a similarincident, in March 2020a man accused by Talibaf spying
for the governmentvas shot deadby the groupin the village ofQarchaghayn Qadis District,
in Badghisprovince?*

1 InJanuary 2020, Afghan officials accused the Taliban of executing atilem&sbers of the
same family, including an infant girl, in a remote village in Faryab province, reportedly for
prostitution.?®® According to Afghan officials, the Taliban sentenced the family to death for
WAYY2NIE 0GaQs | OOdza A oA HawgverYaccdriiing do2ANdktoy 3 A Y
district chief, locals claimed that the real reason behind this execution was the fact that a
family member was a former Taliban militant who recently took part to the peace préess.

2.6.2.3 People working for foreign ifitary forces or perceived as supporting them, including
interpreters

In August 2018, a Taliban statemegniblished on their Voice of Jihad website in Pashto/Daticated

that the killing of foreign troops in Afghanistan remained a top priority for ¢ineup. The group
considered commandos of the Defence Ministry, NDS Special Forces and Khost Protection Forces, as
well as interpreters, contractors and spies as the closest supporters of foreign troops and considered
them responsible for the killing of th&fghan population during night raids. The statement called on
Taliban fighters to include the mentioned profiles in their priority targets and kill tfém.

Articlemm 2 ¥ ¢tadydhdod@drsyfie axecution of individuals working fidofaar(foreign infidels)
includingTarjoman(interpreters) and delegates the authority to Talibprovincialshadow judges or

Ay UGKSANI 0aSyOoS (2 ¢l ftAol yQa LINEXMAG@Ast 201832 S Ny
Taliban issued a statement calling upon its fighters to identify specific profiles such as interpreters and

197BBC Monitoring, Tribal elder, family shot dead in Central Afghan province, 12 June 2020 (Factiva)

198 New York Times (The), Afghan War Casualty Report: A2@us August 201rl
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23New York Times (The), Afghan Was(alty Report: January 2020, 2 January 2020 (updated 30 January2020),
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kill them. The statement defined interpreters as criminals who actively participate in night raids
alongside American troops kilinAfghan population. The statement further statidat interpreters
shall be excluded from the Afghan society as they are infidels and saifages.

The 2020 Doha agreement between the US and the Taliban has created fears among Afghan
interpreters working fothe US*°

Some recent incidents of targeted attacks against interpreters include:

f InApril 2018, Taliban claimedontheiS 0 8 A 1S G KI 0 RdzZNAy 3 GKS yAIKID
Abdul Karim, was killed in an ambush in front of Maiwand BaSaiafa Market area of Police
District 1 of Kandahar Cify!

T On 29September2019, a young man was killed, and his elderly father was wounded in a
Taliban attack. The victims were accused of cooperating with NATO forces and were kidnapped
in Barra Khanah Vdlge of Firozkoh of Ghor Provincé.

1 In March 2020, an Afghan interpreter who served the New Zealand forces in Bamyan Province
as a volunteer interpreter stated that he and his faniélt they were targets of the Talib&®

2.6.2.4Religious leaders

In February 2020, Salaam Times, a newspaper funded by the US military, reported that over 100
religious scholars declared their support to the ANDSF in Herat Province where they visited the ANA
207" zafar Corps in Guzara Distdtt. The New York Times repodethat for years the Taliban
continued to target individuals with religious influence who would question the legitimacy of the
group?®

In 2019, UNAMA documented several incidents of attacks on places of worship, religious leaders, and
worshippers, both byhe ISKP and Talib&H.They also documented 17 civilian casualties (10 killed)

from the targeted shootings of religious leaders and worshipgErnterior ministry spokesperson,

Tareg Arian, stated during a press conference in June 2020 that Talibars drawp targeted religious

A0K2Ft I NBR AY HAaunX AY Ly FOAGSYLW G2 L wLlae OKz2ft 2

Some recent incidents of targeted attackgainstreligious scholars include:

T On24May2019,Samiullah Rayham popularreligious scholanyas killedin an explosion that
targeted AlTagwa mosque in Kabul. He was preaching in support of ANDI3fe Taliban was
blamed for the remote IED blown up where a crowd of 700 people gathered to hear Friday
prayers of the welkknown rdigious leader and critic of AGEs in Afghanistan. The explosion
killed him and two others and injured 34 civiliadis.

I On1lSeptember2019, Mullah Mohammad Agha,religious scholavho owned amadrasa
in the BakhteTangi village of Shawalikot District imndahar Province, was Kkilled by the
Taliban?*

209y/gjce of Jihad, WAYT2NYI | BOANFeyGaE ailAHyYS Wi NB 2 LJa Y dza |
FYR GFNBSGSRQBS ¢ ! dAdzAlG HnamyX

210NPR, Afghan Interpreters Worry A US Withdrawal Will Leave Them Behind, 2 Marcar20®P, Aviolence soars, time

running out for Afghan interpreters, 9 January 2020, (Factiva)

211voice of Jihad, 6 killed and wounded in Kandahar bombings, 4 April 2018,

212New York Times (The), Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October2019,
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214 salaam Times, Herat religious scholars stand behfgtian forces amid partial truce, 25 February 2020,

215New York Times (The), Bombing at mosque Kills popular religious scholar, 24 Mayr2019,

216 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2019, 22 Februanupgp, 4647

217UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2019, 22 Februanu20g047

218 Al Jazeera, Taliban killed, wounded over 400 Afghan forces in one week:1@akine, 202Qyrl

219 New York Time(The), Bombing at mosque kills popular religious scholar, 24 May 200 9Tolonews, Welknown

religious scholar killed in Kabul explosi@4, May 2019url; UNAMA, Protection of civilians in armed conflict, 2019, 22

February 2020url, p. 47

220 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2019, 22 Februanu2pg047

221New York Times (€ Afghan War Casualty Report: September 2019, 26 September2019,
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T On210ctober2019, an Imam of a mosque in the village of Naw Abad in Adraskan District of
Herat Province was kidnapped and later killed by the Tafan.

1 On5March2020, religious scholar Maulvi Noor Pacha aad was killed in PD5 of Kabul
City2

222New York Times (The), Afghan War Casualty Report: October 2019, 31 October2019,
223 pajhwok, Religious scholar shot dead in Kabul, 21 March 2020,
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3. Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP)

The ISKP is dN-designatedterrorist organisationin Afghanistaf?* with operational ties with local
groups®® It is a Salaflihadist organisation that believes itéviving a pure form of Islam maintaining
that this can only be achieved by an armed jihad that will replace existing governments with a
transnational Islamic caliphate, and which permits as legitimate in its ai@sscasualtyattacks
against norcombatarts.?? According to an assessment b officialss ofNovember 2019I1SKmhad
between 4000 to 5000 fighters, most of whom withdrew to Kunar and the north followid§
operationsduring that month aimed apushng them out of their usual territory in Nangarh&t’
According to reporting on their website, the Taliban have condusteccessful operations against
ISKPg¢laiming for instancefo have defeated Daesh Mangarhamand Kunar province?

3.1 Structureand leadership

In April 2019)slamic Stat® & O2 NB f SI R S NEkKolvhas ISyI1SILL ISIBictly FepladRed{ & NJ& |
L{Yt Q& €SI RSNJ 4A K (foarlerly funninglL { !k a fPaKdta @ pehdBos)viich

Wdzy RSNE O2 NBRQ L { core® i 2045 it coniirfuedytodosits thaditionaltefritorly and

experienced high attrition of senior leade®®.Marking further blows to the group, numerous senior

leaders, includingdslamFaroogi, were captured by Afghan forces in 281and in 202¢%*2 Senior

leaders have also gone further into the mountains, gone into hiding, fled to northern Kunar, or crossed

into Pakistart*® As of May 2020 reportingSKP in Kunar is directed by the KE¥Puty leader Sheikh

Matiullah Kamahwal, though it is unclear wis now the leader of ISKP nationdi2 f t 2 6 Ay 3 CI NB
capture?

A 2019 study published in th@ombating Terrorism Cente€T¢ Sentinel used open source reports

on ISKP militants killed or captured tmalition forces to code a database and build atpie of ISKP

f SFRSNEKALI®D ¢KA& WO2RAYIQ 2F (KS f SIRSINAIKAYD NS ¢
leadership areemirs (Arabic word used for a commandefn the second level in the hierarchy are
spokesmen provincial level commandergdeputy commanders chiefs deputy chiefs of ISKP wings

224UN Security Council, Letter to the Chair of the Security Council Comrtitt@eerning Islamic State in Irag and the Levant

05 I QS-@dida and as$ociated individuals, groups, undertakings atitiesn S/2020/53, 20 January 2020|
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1 and 16 Al JazeeraWeakened ISIL's sectarian agenda exacts heavy toll in Afghanistan, 2 Apriir2020,

226 Osman, B., Bourgeois Jihad: Why Young, MiGd#ess Afghans Join the Islamic State, USIP, Peaceworks No. 162, 1 June

2020 url, p. 4
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229 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501
(2019)concerning the Taliban, S/2020/415, 27 May 2020, para. 5960

230 UNSC, Eleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501

(2019) concerning the Taliban, S/2020/415, 27 May 20#0para. 5960

281 UNSC, Eleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501

(2019) concerning the Taliban, S/2020/415, 27 May 2020, para 67;Khaama Press, ISIS Khurasan leader and many other
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South and Far East Asia, 2 senior ISIS leaders, 11 May®020, . . / £ L{ NB3IA2ylLf S RSNJ {

P FIAKEYA&GG yuaFw@Mk e RwHRABSCNBS | FAKEyAaGlyS ' FaKFy C2NDS
Asia Branch, 12 May 202

233Gtars and Stripes, ISIS in Afghanistan\dilieratedbut fighters who escaped could stage resurgence, 10 February 2020,
url; Al JazeeraWeakened ISIL's sectarian agenda exacts heavy toll in Afghanistan, 2 Aprii2080, O., Hit from Many

Sides 1: Unpicking the recent victory against the ISKP in Nangarhar, 1 Marchr2020,

234 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursusesiofation 2501
(2019)concerning the Taliban, S/2020/415, 27 May 2020, para. 71
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(responsible for military, intelligence or logistics) &ilduracouncilmembers. Third in the hierarchy

aredistrict levelcommandergchief commanderE 2 NJc®idalK SNIRBNBE Q Ay Of dZRAYy 3 (|
Fa WLINREYAYSY(Q 2 Nihadyesndry Mk ddakleaders eluhiNgi IBKP ingmbers
operating on sukdistrict levels, for instance as recruiters, financiers, explosives experts, judgé¥, etc.

3.2 Strength,presence, territorial contro] capacity

SisSSy {SLIISYOSNI YR b2@SYOSNI wunamp L{Yt FI OSR
traditional territory in Nangarhar through campaigns by Afghan and US forces, asstreth attacks
against it bythe Talibanas they soght to retake smuggling routes lost to ISKP in previous yé&ars
Local resentment was also a factor as residents set up Local Uprising Forces which also contributed to
pressure on the group’” ISKP used to have a presence spread ogeers districts in Nangarhar,
however the May 2020 USecurity Councileport states thatP A y § SNX 2 Odzi 2 NE 2 F (G KS
maintained that ISHK has no permanent organized presence in the north of Afghanistan, although the
Team has received reports emall groups of foreign fighters believed to be members of-KSIL
operating in Talibartontrolled areas of the norti®*®

During the aforementioned period (Seplov 2019),ts 22man leadership council and760 fighters

were reduced to less than0R fighters By the end of Februaryver 1400 fighters and their families
surrendered after the collapse of Nangari&tMuch of theL { Yfighidg force reportety fled the

province while others surrendered with their famili#§ Prior to its retreat from Mngarhar|SKP was

aSSy Fa GKS wyz2aid NBaaif A Sy litschre: RowevezbyQFiag2@20zkey I F F A f
daSOdzNA & 2FFAOAIfA RSAONAOSR (GKS WO2YLX SGS NBGSN
in dismantling ISKP!

9AaGAYIF{Sa 2y L.{heUSQilitayBdioASNET SIRSNBVP g A G K Y2 af OA VT HzR)
G2 KFEEF AGa FT2NOS¢ X LRnaai ot AT KRISSONES | AdyA v Tudikel yFASAS
to ISKP surrenders anal the strikes by theoalition and Afghan forces and Taliban ground operations

against the group*? However, the May 2020 USecurity Councileport stated thatvarying numbers

were given but the UN sanctions Monitoring Teassessedheir strengthat approximately2 200

armed fighers, mostly in Kunar (Tsowkey distrid)llowing the later campaigns against théf

Sources report on ISKP cddlsingpresentW (i 8z8XK 2 dzi ! #4ikcluding & Kunaf, ®lerat and
KabulQty?45, and their presence waalso locallyreported in Nuristan(2019)?*¢ Smaller groups of

BBWF R22y 3 | @ YR aAySas ! &3 ¢F1Ay3 FAYY La&tFYAO {uilppiS YK2NJI:
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245RFE/RL and LWJ, The Taliban, The Government, And Islamic State: Who Controls What In Afghanistan, 3lulMay 2020,
246 Ariana News Agenc , [Rising concerns on the recruitment of fighters by Daesh

in Nooristan], 24 August 2018yl; OFS, Lad InspectorGeneral Report to the United States Congress, 1 Octqlgt
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supporterswere said to bén locations such as Helmafi§ Kapisa, Baghl&t§, and Faryat3*°In March

2020, AA reported that some small groups of -2B ISKP fighters were still operating in remote
districts of Nangarhar (Deh Bala, Pachir wa Agam, Khogyani) in villages with a dominant ISKP
mindset?*°

Other reporting on ISKP presence relmtt reported clearance and arrest operations. On

14 March 2020, the Taliban claimed that thé¥tujahidin (fighters) cleared several villages in Mungai

District of Kunar Provinc&! Afghan forces have also conducted ai®KP operations and claimed to

havenmt RS WKdzy RNBR&aQ 2F | NNXala X¥rollowing thd ISK® befeats y R Y I
in Helmand and Nangarhar Provinclesal media also quoted the Badakshan Governor in April 2020

saying thatthe group tied its links with ADaeda (composed ofofeign fighters) to build a new

W f A Lifased iSara-Khustak, Jurm District of Badakhsan Province. Local officials claimed in local
media that therewere 600 Daesh and Aaeda families (some from Asian countries) settled in Dara

e Khustak. In addibn to Jurm District, in Warduj and Raghistan Districts of Badakhshan Province, other
insurgent groups includingAnsarullah network, the eastern Turkestan group, and the Islamic
az2@SYSyild 2F !'1T0S1TAaldly | NEBQudd#®NJ Ay3d RANBOGTEEQ 6A
Accordingto AAN analyst Ali Obaid, as farch 2020, the governmerdontrolled most of the low

lying areas of Nangarhar, while the Taliban expanded their controls over the remote areas where ISKP

had remaining base$* Regarding théSKP

WA G NI Yole biyidountidd dttcks in various parts of the country, including Kabul, but
some of those claimed may have arisen wholly or partly from a tactical accommodation with
the Haggani Network. The main risk of H&lkesurgence in the context of the Afghan pea
process may lie in its ability to present itself as the only defiant terror group in the country and
attract new recruits and funding accordingt?

The UN remarked thaaccording to its informatiof? RSo I 1S O2y Ay dzSaQ | 602dzi GK
can carry out high profile attacks, especially complex operations in Kabul, noting that there is alleged
involvement and assistance from the Haggani Network. Attacks ISKP claims for itself may have been
carried out by Haqgani Network. { Yt Qa4 a0 NJ §S3IA O OF LI 0Af AGE® A& RS3
The UN stated that ISKP has carried out four attacks in Kabul in 2020, compared to four such attacks
during all of 2019, with no clear reason for the in@e®’ Senior Afghan security officials have
NBLI2ZNISRf& RNIgy (G(KS O2yOftdzairzy lo2dzi L{YtQ&a 2
RSLISYRSR 2y (GKS alyYS adaJld e FyR f23AadA0a OKIAY
the Haggani netwof = 2 dzl & 2 dZNOSR GRS NN2 WA & yi 3ty (1 0 BRINY Qy IofA (1 K
supported by corrupt officials. Afghan officials alefuted several SK-claimedattacksattributing

them to Taliban or Haqgani actofé?
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In the UNSecurity Councitportof May 2020! F 3Kl Yy 2 FFA OKIF & LYt dzRZB YK ERQ N
GKNRdzZAK2dzi ! FAKFyAAGlY F2NJ GKS ERHNLR &S 2F OF NNEA

On 6May 2020, NDS carried out three attacks against ISKP hideouts in Kabul (two in PD11) and one in
Sh&ar Dara District (outside of Kabul City), in which eight insurgents were arrested (including two
children) and five killed (including three women). The group was composed of members of ISKP and
Haqgqgani Network led by those involved in several attacksudicly the attack ora Sikh temple in
Kabul?° AAN reported also that some Afghan officials pointed to Haggani Network and Indian officials
have said the Pakistani LashiaTaiba were the perpetrators?

3.3 Objectives

L{Yt Q& Adtostheestablshment 6f a globsaliphateattained through global warfare that o
Wg2dzf R 1Aft 2N Syatl @S it GK2aS oKz *Recorfigli | RKS
G2 . 2NXlFYy havYlyX L{Yt KI& I &anytribe orpoiiti€aRyrotpxhdt G2 RS
RSTASR Ada NHz SaQ IFyR (2 NBaili2NB8 | QLINRAGAYSQ La

Islam, which includeShiasand Sufis for example?®®

' OO2NRAY3I G2 ! b NBLRZNIAYEFEKP NS Gk ausy 2 A AtyAa(is fae ¥
as Shia Hazara communiti®éThe AARP® and Crisis Group repostmilarly. The International Crisis

DNR dzLJQa aSy A2 N | yI { eMIaze@dfat ISRPBdGtinyed ta primafily targeitod SR Ay
Sunni religious minorities in the capital Kabul, in particular-8oanni Muslimsuch asShia Hazara
Muslims, that the group cda A RSNJ WAYFTARSE aQs gA0GK GKS AY (2 W7
GAGK GKS INRBdIAQ O2y i A% fibRas well #BdDsiva@ Seen targeted irF AK | y A
20182¢7

Ly €tA3IKEG 2F GKS ¢FfA0lFyQa SHYiRNBEINSY OK (iIIKISIAENI oM Bk
form of 2 A Kirt cBrirast with the Taliba@ & 2 LISy A y 3 Z8Actordigg tojhd UNDy dbihga

this, ISKPi¢a SO (A yya dNB 6 A @S GKF G LI FOSa L{L[ Fa (dKS 2y
recruits dissenting from the Taliban and Al Qaeda, especially those who oppysgreementalks

with the US or Afghan governmerts.

According to the UNbecurity Councileport, ISKR$ willing to claim responsibili€for attacks that kill
OAGAtAlYyazZ a GKA& RSY2yawlieihsTaliban&dvanNde dbiity toJk 6 A £ A
RSye OAQGAtAlLY OFadzftidASa ¢KSy I iibmyOof the Hadg®hi OF NN
y S (i 5.2°Ndcddding to Borhan Osman, expert on Afghanistan and formerly part of the Afghanistan
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[N
e

Analysts Networkin the absence of podboha urban attacks by the Taliban{ Yt Q&4 NBOSy G |
targeting pattern, especially in Kal, indicate that ISKP saw the opportunity to demonstrate its
visibility by carrying out high profile attacks in 2020 to highlight its jihadi cause in contrast to the
¢FfAOFYQa WOSONX&lt & F2N) yS3I2GAldAy3d sAGK GKS ! {

3.4 Recruitment strategies

ISKP coriued to recruit new memberthrough a range of means, including:

1 throughideological appeadr those seeking reveng@, the internet, and through propaganda
in madrasasand within universities in Afghanistgf

1 recruitingteenagers and youtf*

1 through coercion andhrough the threat of violence, while others joined voluntarily seeking
wages and high salaries that never materiali$&éd

In an analysis of ISKP recruitment published in June 2020 by independent expert Borhan Osman, he
notes that ISKRends to recruit in urban centres, both men and women, from midolbess
backgrounds who are neRashtun university student$® They are chiefly drawro join ISKP by

WT NHza 0 NI G A 2y & , bykhé puritfiokISKPadédlo@llyagalijadadisn Salafist marriage
andby theLI23adA0At AdGe (2 ;fiuhddBentdly he Sdyshey WO driveh biKthel S Q
breakdown of traditional Afghan societfgorhan Osman further noted thdSKP is not a foreign
phenomenon, and that the grougecruits locally’’

ISKP ideology waslso reported by interlocutorsF 2 NJ G KS | b Qa2 aK |8d SNBOLRSNG WO
sympathetically by some in the north, particularly amoogrtain local ethnic Tajik and Uzbek

LJ2 LJdzf 12"8Fkogh yheer@iews with more than BBKP recruitBorhan Osman also found that they

were predominantlyfrom ethnicallyTajikareas such agrom Parwan ihostly fromGhorband district),

Panjsher, and Kapisa (Najrab and Tagab distAtts).

Recent ISKP propaganda and cousitaliban narrativeon the 2020 negotiations are aimed at
recruiting dissenters from AQ and the Taliban who opp¢dey @ | ANBSYSYy G Q A GK (K
governments?®®
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3.5Human rights wlations and abuses

According to AAN, local resentment against ISKP grew in2®Sy A G oS3ty (G2 WoSKI @
toward the local population, including carrying out beheadings on accusations of spying for the
government or Talibaf! In April 2020, Human Rights Watch cdllen the Afghan government to

prosecute captured ISKBader Aslam Faroogi for war crimes due to his alleged role in @iggni

recent deliberate attacks against civiliarssnce becoming leader in 203% From 2016 to 2018,
AYyadaNBSY (G 3INRdzLJA K @S W KabuNadnif udbanSageds) kiljlard @jiRing (G K S A NJ
thousands ofcivilians including a number of suicide attacks by I3RRPINAMA has indicated that
L{YtQa I G0l O adurbhgy 2049dehskrious NiglafioNd\afl int&rational law, potentially
amounting to war crimes and crimes agsiinumanity 24

3.6 Targetedindividualsand recent attacks

3.6.1 Hazara Bia

ISKP continues to make sectarian attacks mainly against Shia minorities, who are mostly Hazara, noting
7 of 10 such attackeereby ISKP in 2019, which ledt&2 dead and 361 injured civiliaff§ ISKP has
claimed recent attacks on Shia Hazara, including the following:

1 An explosive device targeting a mainly Hazara area in Herat CiyAogust201928¢

1 A suicide attack on a weddingKabul orl7 August2019® that killed 63 and woundechore
than 180 people in a mainly Shia aré4;

1 A double suicide attack on aemorial ceremony for a prominent Hazara leader on
6 March 202028 Armed men also opened fire on the crowd of abou@dD peoplegathered
in Mazari Square area of Kabul, along with numerous high profile attendees, inclodimgy
President Karz&P° Pajhwok reported that the attack killed at least 32 and injured more than

80 people®?
3.6.2 Sikhs
ISKP has claimed tl@lowing recent attacks on Sikhs:
T ! wOo22YLX SE GdF O1 Q 29March2p28% te ténfple wak 81l ofpyfo Y | 6 dzt

200 worshippers, with at least 25 people killed, including women and children in the attack
using grenades and indiscriminateosting2%3
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282HRW, Afghanistan: Prosecute Head of-lisk&d Group, 6 April 2020y!
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3.6.3 Other examples of treatmenbf opponents includingperceivedW¥ A y F, Blpo&dteEQ
spiesor other insurgents

T InJune 2019, a religious scholar acting as head of the religious affairs department in Jalalabad
city was shot and killed b$gKP militant$>*

1 In May 2020, the US blamed ISKP for a laggde attack complex anMSFrun Kabul hospital
maternity ward in a largely Shia area which left 24 people dead. MSF stated that the gunmen
systematically targeted the maternity ward, shooting women in their beds. The Afghan
government disputed the US claim, stating that the Bati and affiliate Haggani were
responsible, using ISKP to deflect their involvement; a claim which the Taliban denied. No
group claimed responsibilit?®

1 On12May?2020, ISKP carried out a suicide bombing on a funeral in Nangarhar, which the
group claimedii F NBESGSR  W3IFGKSNRAY3I 2F | FKMihgin a S O dzNA
estimated 19°°"to up to 32 people, with nearly 70 others wound&d.

1 In Kabul, Islamic State claimed responsibility f@& JAine2020 bomb attack on a mosque in
the capital thatkilled two people, including a religious leader, and injured 8 civilians. On an IS
FFFAEALFOSR ¢6S0aAdS (GKS 3IANRdzL) adk SR GKFG (GKS
LINB LI A dAy3 f2elfde (2 &K modgkivislamgihemdsa K| y 3z
heavilyguarded in the country in a central district of Kabul atie bombingoccurred in the
YAR&aG 2F | GKNBS RI & dubdhg SHickatagks ¢cdlBiued®®A G K GKS ¢ €

f  Also in June 2020, the group claimed responsibility for an attgck ¢ 2 OF £ ¢+ &G @
which killed two employees and injured fqu8KP statethat they were killed for their support
2F GKS WIHLRadT 6SQ I208SNYyYSyiao

2%4UNAMA AfghanistarProtection of Civilias in Armed Conflict, 2019, 22 February 2020,p. 47

295VOA, Islamic State Plotted Afghan Hospital Raid, US Saylay2020url; Reuters, Afghans say Taliban behind bloodshed,
reject U.S. blame of Islamic State, 15 May 2020,

2%6VOA, Afghan Funeral Bombing, Hospital Raid Kill Dozens, 12 May2020,

27 UNAMA, Rising Civilian Casualty Numbers Highlight Urgent Need to Halt FightingfandsRen Peace Negotiations, 19
May 2020 url

2%8Tolonews Nangarhar Funeral Bombing Death Toll Rises to 32, 13 May@020,

29 AP IS Claims Kabul Mosque Attack That Killed Prayer Leader, 5 Juner2020,

300 Reuters Afghans Condemn Killing of Prominent Clariglosque Blast, 4 June 2020]

301 AP, IS Clans Kabul Mosque Attack That Killed Prayer Leader, 5 June @028P, IS claims Afghan bus attack; civilians
killed in new clashe81 May2020,url
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4. Other AGEs

4.1 Hagganinetwork

Haggani network is a UNesignated terrorist organisatiorEtry number TAe.012§%? As previously

mentioned in this repor{SeeChapter2. The TalibanHaqgani maintains close ties with the Taliban

and the head of the Haggani network is the Deputy head of the TaliBaajuddin Haggani, a UN
sanctioned/listed individual®® It is described as a powerful faction of the Tali¥nAccording to

USDOD, the Hiigr Y A bSGg2N] O2yliAydzSR (2 o06S AyaGdSaNrt LI |
Government in Kabul and eastern Afghanistan for instance the Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive
Device (VBIED) attack on a convoy in Kabub 8eptember2019that killed aUS service member.

{AYyOS { AN} 2dzZRRAY 1L IjlityA 6SOFYS GKS 5SLJdzie [ SIR:
Yhfluence has increasedly | NBIF & 2dziaARS 2F 1 FIljljFyAQa y2NNIf
Khost Provinces in eastern Afghanist#h

Haqgani reportedly collaboratemnd keeps close contaaiith Al Qaedadespite the USleal®*®The UN
stated in May 2020 that there were indications that senior figures in Haggani network and Al Qaeda
were planning to create a joint unit of 2 O@i§hters split into two divisions, one in Loya Paktiya (Khost,
Logar, Paktiya, Paktika) and the other in Kunar and Nuri§tan.

Hagganiand ISKP are reported to work together, accordingfghan officiad,including aocketattack

on the Afghanistan Presidential inauguration and an assault on a Sikh temple in 202@that killed

25 people®® Afghan intelligence officials stated in June 2020 that they busted & ktaggani SKP
cell outside Kabui?®

In its quarterly reporbf 30January2020,SIGAR reported thatRolue Supportattributed 91% of the

civilian casualties to AGEs includingp4o Haqqgani Network® However, it is dficult to distinguish

Haqgani attacks from Taliban attacks. OO2 NRAyYy 3 G2 !blal!x 1 IFIljljFyA Wd
maintaining a degree of operational independef®? It is believed to be responsible for complex

attacks on bothgovernmentand internationaltargets in heavily populated areas of KablFor

example, ornl4 May 2020, 5 people were killed when a truck bomb exploded outside a military court

in Gardez, Paktia, injuring dozens. Hpokesman for the Afghan Interior Ministbfamed Hagqgani

and its tes to the Taliban, but the Taliban denied being invoRféd.

302 UNSC, United Nations Security Council Consolidated Geherated on: 18 July 2020, 18 July 2020Q,p. 150;For an

narrative description of the groypsee:UNSC, Haqgani Netwonkd., url

303 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501

(2019) concerning the Taéib, S/2020/415, 27 May 202041, Annex, para. AJNSC, Haggani Network,dn, url
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Accordingto an Iranian news sourcehe Hagqgani Network counts around000 fighters, who are
actively based in Paktia, Khost, Kandahar, Helmandeasternprovinces, and carries out attacks in
Kabul. The group is part of tii@uettaShurain Quetta city of Pakistaft?

4.2 Al Qaeda and affiliates

Al Qaeda is a transnational extremist Salafist jihadist organisation ardiesijnated terrorist group
(QDe.004ps are its affiliate branché¥®

Sources indicate that|XQaedamaintains relations with the Talib&% and alimited presence in
Afghanistan carryingout its activities mostly under the umbrella of other AGEs, particularly the
Taliban®'” According to the SBdzNRA G & / 2dzy OAft X ' £ vISRIF FyYyR 20KSNJ
dzy RSNJ G KS LINRGSOGAZ2Y | yR AYITSINGS yId 2 daHOwWeudiKSd G QA0 |
Taliban denied having links to Al Qaeda and in the wake of the US agreement, 2020riewent so

far as to deny that Al Qaeda even existed in Afghani&faviichael Semple, former UN advispuoted

by Foreign Policy magazirstated that the Taliban has intensified its connections to Al Qaeda since
signingthe Doha agreement irFebruary 202G%° The UN also reporteih May 2020that some

reporting indicated thathe Taliban retaiad strong linkswith Al Qaeda who embed advisorsvith

them; the Taliban andIAQaedaand continued to hold meetings and make reassurances about their
relationship through 2018 In opposition to ISKP)@aedaK | & &2 dzZaKd (2 LB@Y23S G|
a4 méeSi KG2f23FA0Ff e O2 NDEROHFQ f SHFRSNI F2NJ ! FIKI Y

According tathe May 2020 reporbyi KS ' b !'f v I SRIF Aa WO2@0SNIfe I C
600 armed operatives: Badakhshan, Ghazni, Helmand, Khost, Kunar, Kunduz, Logar, Nangarhar,
Nimruz, Nuristan, Paktiya and ZaBil.

On23 September2019 Asim Omar, the leader of Al Qaeda irtmdian Subcontinent was killed in a

joint operation in Musa Qala District of Helmand Providceing an attackagainst goint TalibarAl

Qaeda meeting® On 11 May 2020, Tolonews quoted security officialmimingthat Al Qaeda and
JaisAMohammad group lfased in Pakistan) fight alongside the Taliban against ANDSF in eastern
provinces of Afghanistan including Nangarhar, Kunar and Nuristan Provinces. The Taliban denied the
clam®Ly ¢gKIF i G§KS ! b OliQaeda rélefsedionzfs dzadizisitiebay, & Sirbntasy

2F FGaGrO1a AG OftFAYSR (2 KIFI@S OFNNASR 2dzi Ay al
carried outin Afghanista® f SIF RAy 3 (2 ! b{C Ol &dzl f GAS3&ettobeKS ! b 2
exaggerated?®
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FRYAYAAUNI GAZ2YQ8IE M b2FSYOSNI HamMbDE
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4.3 Foreign AGEand fighters

The UNSecurity Councileport from May 20208 G § SR G KIF G GKSNB ' NB | ydzYi
IANRdzLIAQ GKI G LRA&S T WwaSOdzZNAdGe GKNBFGQ Ay ! FIAKE YA
LING & Shhi@ $hése groups may contireuto pose a security threat to Afghanistan, according to the
UN Security Council repodthers were not a threat alone, but relied on affiliations with other groups

to operate®?’ These groups appear on the Widsignatedsanctiondist for terrorism328
The main groups listedby the UN Security Council repainatt pose a security threat are:

1 Tehrike Taliban Pakistan with 500 fighters in Kunar and 18Blamgarhar This group also
includes a number of loose splinter groups: Jamaathrar (JuA); Lashkarisiam; Hafiz Gul
Bahadur Group; Tehri& Taliban Pakistailafeez Ullah Kochwan; TehekTaliban Pakistan
Sajna; Tehrie Taliban PakistafPunjab; Tariq Gidar Group (QDe.160); and Majlishrar
group,

1 JaisheMohammed with200 fighters

1 Lashkafe Tayyiba with800 fighters

These groups are mainly located in thasternLIN2 @Ay OSa 2F YdzyF NE bl y 3l NKI
GKS®& 2LISNI GS dzyRSNJ GKS dzYoNBfftl 27F GKSheyfa@Kly ¢1
Ffa2 0SSy peedassadSBdlomyansBABNNY YSyY i 2 F PAOWpH 020, I YR 2
a key ISKP leader was arrested; he had been responsible for coordination and contact with other
groups such akashkate TayyibaSepai Sahaba, Jamia Ulemae Islam and the éshawar Council of

Taliban®?°

There are also severakntral Asian and Uigher foreign terrorist and militant groups that present a
WaA3IyATADhotliern arkasdb Afghadistanwith Uzbek, Tajik and Turkmen ethnicity and
languagewhich they haven commonwith countries in the region

Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement

Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (also known as Jundullah)
Jamaat Ansarullah Tajikistan

Lashkafe Islam

The Salafist Grodp

Regarding thdslamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMWhe UN Security Council reported in 2020 that

the MUK & Wt 2aid Ada A ysPaflodShg Ralibaniforcedidartyidztioeir dctyvites in
Faryab and Zabul Provinces. The group is currently led by Mohammad Yuldas, who is based in Almar
District of Faryab Province. Since the group suffered material losses, its members engaged in criminal
activities such as smuggling drugs via the northern rétft&.local medisource observed thah April

2020, two members of the IMWere arrested in Takhar province by the ANSF. Reportedly, they were
planning to carry out an attack against the ANSF khaig>?
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The Eastern Turkistan Movement is largely located in Badakshan, Kunduz, and Takhar provinces, with
500 fighters mainly concentrated in Raghistan and Warduj districts of Badakhan.

The Uzbek jihadist group Katibat ImanBaikhari (KIB) is also active in Afghanistan, operating in Faryab
and Jowzjan, where Uzbeks are a large proportion of the population. The group has openly identified
itself as part of the Taliban since 2018. In JAB20, the group released photos of several ro
government militia members whom it claimed to has@ptured in a joint attack with the Talibaft®

334 UNSCEleventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2501
(2019) concerning the TalibaB/2020/45, 27 May 2020url, para. 88
335 WJ, Uzbek jihadist group claims capture of Afghan militiamen, 7 July.020,
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