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Disclaimer

This report was written according to the EASO COI Report Methodologd) {2ZTHe report is based
on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced.

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with utmost
care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaestif’ a particular event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or
that the person or organisation does not exist.

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determinationnuerit of any particular
application for international protection. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a
particular legal position.

YwSFdZASSQS WNRAEA1Q FYR &AYAEIFINI GSN¥YAy2ft238 | NB dz

applied in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the
Status of Refugees.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be
made of the information contained irnis report.

Thefirst draft of this report was finalisedn 1March2021 Any event taking place after this date is
not included in this reportMore information on the reference period for this report can be found in
the methodologysection of thelntroduction.

1The 2019 EASO COI Report Methodology can be downloaded from the EASO C@ Portal


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
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IOM
NACTAL
NAPTIP
NCFRMI

NGO
OCG
OHCHR
PCI
SEYP
THB
TIFPEAA

TIPLEAA

UNODC
USDOS

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

European Return and Reintegration Network

Female genital mutilation

Internally displaced person

International Organization for Migration

Network of CSOs Against Child Trafficking, Abuse and Labour
National Ayency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons
National Commission for Refugees, Migrants and Internally Displac
Persons

Non-governmental organétion

Organised Crime Group

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Patriotic Citizen Initiatives

Society for the Empowerment of Young Persons

Trafficking in human beings

Nigeria, Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition), Enforcement and
Administration Act

Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law Enforeatrand
Administration Act

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

United States Department of State




Introduction

The purpose of this COI report on Trafficking in Human BégR)s to provide relevant information

for the assessment of international protection status determination, including refugee status and
subsidiary protection. In particular the report iistended to inform the update of EASCCountry
Guidancedevelopment orNigeria(2019).

The report is an update of the 2015 EASO COl report on Sex Trafficking of women in &ligenia

Chaptero dmc = A Ol A Y& 20§ Taydting ofAindivididiepant®3@ak A £ S G KS NI LI2 NI ¢
focus remains on sex traffickirggin which to a large extent women are involved as victims, other

types of trafficking in human beings are also briefly discussed, such as trafficking of men and children

and for purposes® f F 62 dzZNE RNXzIa>X 2NHIY 2N Wwoloe FFOli2NRQ

Methodology

This report is produced in line with the EASO COI Report Methodology {20i9%he EASO COI
Writing and Referencing Style Guide (2019).

Defining the terms of reference

The erms of reference of this reporvere defined by EASO based on discussions held and input
received from policy experts from EU+countries within theframework of a country guidance
developmenton Nigeria. Terms of reference for this report can be foumdAmnex?2: Terms of
reference

Collecting information

The information gathereds a result of research using public, specialised papsed andelectronic
sources until March2021. In addition, several oral sources were interviewed by the drafter in the
period from October 2020 td. March2021. Some of these sources wished to remain anonyrfaus
safety reasons. All orahd anonymousion-publicsources are described in tiibliography

Some additional information was added during the finalisation of this report in response to feedback
received during the quality control process, ud April 2021

Quality control

In order to ensure that therafter respected the EASO COI Report Methodology, a review was carried
out by COIl specialists from the countries and organisations listed as reviewers in the
Acknowledgmentssection. In addition, a review of the report was carried out b Brentin Cohen,

and by the Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and Documentation (ACCORD).
All comments made by the reviewers were taken into consideration and most of them were
implemented in the final draft of this report. EASO performed the final quality review and editing of
the text.

2EASOEASO COl report NigeriSex Trafficking of women, October 20413,

3EASOQ, EASO (COI) Report Nigeria Targeting of individuals, Novemberl2018,

4EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COI) Report Metiggddlune 201%url

5EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EASO Country of Origin Information (COI) Reports, Jurie 2019,
6 EU Member States plus Norway and Switzerland



https://easo.europa.eu/country-guidance-nigeria
https://easo.europa.eu/country-guidance-nigeria
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/BZ0415678ENN.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2018_EASO_COI_Nigeria_TargetingIndividuals.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf

Structure and use of the report

The report is structured aceding to the ToR and is divided into four chapters. The first chapter is a
general overview of trafficking in human beings within Nigeria, and includes the most occurring types
of trafficking. It discusses the profiles of women, men and childrethe@mog probable victims of
trafficking.

The second chapter dives into the modus operandi of trafficking, including networks and roles of
traffickers, the debt system and taking of oaths, and the organisation of travel to Europe.

The third chapter deals with thsituation of returning victims of trafficking to Nigeria, the support
possibilities and shelters, the attitude of relatives and organisations towards returiieegisks of
retrafficking and the factors influencing possible retraffickingasediscussd.

The final chapter treats the role of the state and state organisations in protecting victims of trafficking
and prosecuting traffickers.
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1. Human trafficking within and from Nigeria

Nigeriais a country of origin, transit and destination for victims of trafficking in human béitgs.
2003, Nigeria adopted the Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Administration
Act(TIPLEAA), which constitutes the legal basith®fight against human trafficking in Nigetiand

which has beersignificantly amended i80152° The Nigerian government considers a person to be
trafficked if: (i) the individual was sold in exchange for money; (ii) the individual was put in debt
bondage; (iii) his/her travel documents were seized by agents, employers or traffickers; (iv) his/her
freedom of movement was restricted; (v) the individual was subjected to or suffered violence or threat
FIFAYyald KAakKSNI Tl YA fets ainéddahyofornii d¢ Benefity aR thedr ‘expelabet Q&
through the use of force, deceit, and other forms of exploitation; (vii) the individual has suffered
physical, mental and/or sexual abuse; and/or (viii) the individual had no prior knowledge of the
exploitaiive nature of the job they were promisédiThe law establishes a National Agency for the
Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) to enforce and administer the TIPLEAA.

International organisations and other experts largely agree that the Nigeysernment at the
federal and state leve] particularly in Edo Staté¢ has made various efforts to address trafficking in
human beings* Sourceshowever,alsoposited that this acknowledgment has not been followed up
with the allocation of adequate resources to the fight against human traffickimgd that this
acknowledgement predominantly concerns human trafficking aimed at the sexual exploitation of
women® Positve developments during the last couple of years were efforts aimed at the creation of
a new National Action Plan against Human Traffickiagd the creation of multiple state task forces

on human trafficking® While the core focus of this report concararossborder trafficking to Europe,

this introductory chapter will also touch upon various types of trafficking in human beings within
Nigeria and from Nigeria to countries outside the European Union.

1.1 Trafficking in human beings at domestic level

In2018 theWalk Free Foundatiosstimatedthere were almosi..4 millionindividualdiving in modern
slavery in Nigeri& According to their definition of modern slavery, this phenomenon ceaaange

8US, USDQOS, Trafficking in Persons Report 2020: Nigeria, 25 Jun&2020,

9 Nigeria, Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Administration Actu2003,
10Nigeria, Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition), Enforcement and Administration Act,.2DBome states, such as Edo have
adopted ther own antitrafficking laws. See: Pathfinders Justice Initiative, Edo state human trafficking bill signed into law by
governor Obaseki, 24 May 2018]

11 Nigerig NAPTIP, National Policy on Protection and Assistance to Trafficked Persons in Nigeria, 2008, p. 8.

12 Nigeria,NAPTIP, About NAPTIP, nuil,

13 OHCHR, End of visit statement, Nigerigl@3Septerber) by Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, UN Special Rapporteur on
Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, 10 Septemben2018,

14US, USDOS, Traffinlg in Persons Report 2020: Nigeria, 25 June 2020p. 378 OHCHR, End of visit statement, Nigeria

(3-10 September) by Maria Grazia Giammarindidl Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and
Children, 10 September 201&|

15 Representative of international organisation A, interview 21 October 2020; OHCHR, End of visit statement, Niferia (3
September) by Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, UN Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children,
10 September @18, url

16 OHCHR, End of visit statement, Nigerigdl@3September) by Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, UN Special Rapporteur on
Trafficking in Persons, especially ien and Children, 10 September 2018,

17UNODC, NAPTIP kizH process to develop a new national action plan against human trafficking, 23 Novembeu#020,
UNODC, Strengthening the policy framework and response to human trafficking in Nigerig 220, 2@0, url

18 UNODC, Nigeria heeds global call, sets up State Task Force against human trafficking Seel.also: NAPTIP, Month:
October 2020, n.dyrl

19 Walk Free Foundation, The Globalv8ly Index 2018, 2018y1> LJD ¢ pd ¢ KS NBLER2 NI AYRAOI
while important, should be interpreted cautiously givihe gaps and limitations of data in certain countries. For examp,
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https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-TIP-Report-Complete-062420-FINAL.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain/opendocpdf.pdf?reldoc=y&docid=54f98a284
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/natlex4.detail?p_lang=en&p_isn=101267&p_country=NGA&p_classification=04
https://pathfindersji.org/edo-state-passes-new-law-against-human-trafficking/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/about-naptip-2/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23526&LangID=E
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-TIP-Report-Complete-062420-FINAL.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23526&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23526&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23526&LangID=E
https://www.unodc.org/nigeria/en/press/naptip-kick-off-process-to-develop-a-new-national-action-plan-against-human-trafficking.html
https://www.unodc.org/nigeria/en/strengthening-the-policy-framework-and-response-to-human-trafficking-in-nigeria.html
https://www.unodc.org/nigeria/en/nigeria-heeds-global-call--sets-up-state-task-force-against-human-trafficking.html
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/2020/10/
https://downloads.globalslaveryindex.org/ephemeral/GSI-2018_FNL_190828_CO_DIGITAL_P-1616599065.pdf

2F WALISOATAO tS3aIf 02 pibéhdaige fordey Odridge, slsvary ah@shi@§ R f | 0
fA1S LINIT Ol A OS & I 2Fhy iepor dleshbt yhdidatslvhat Perceritayeyp i@ dstimated
number of Nigerian victims of modern slavery were victims of human trafficking.

Nigerian victims of huan trafficking are exploited within and outside Nigeria. Stakeholdet®

were consulted for a report on human trafficking in Nigeria by an international organisastmated

that two-thirds of Nigerian victims of trafficking are victims of domestimha trafficking?* The UN

Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Chlgtreéndicatedhat this

type of traffickingvad W NJ ¥NAPHRidateshow that in 20498 %of the victims they rescued

were victims of exploitationutsideNigeria417 outof IMp H A Y RA @A RdzZ £ & 6SNB @A O
F2NJ C2NBAIY ¢NI @St gKAOK LINBY2:GSa tNRAGAGdziAZ2YQ
prostitution external &3&aever, the total number of victims rescued by NAPTIP in 201952

individualsg constitutes only a fraction of the estimated total number of Nigerian individuals who are
trafficked on an annual basis view ofthe above mentionedGlobal Slawsy Index2018 which

mentioned 1.4 million Nigeriars asvictims of modern slaverf. Therefore, te NAPTIP figure of

rescued victimds not necessarily a reliable picture about the ratio of victims of internal and-cross

border trafficking in Nigeria.

Humantrafficking in Nigeriaffects individuals across various age groups, genders and geographical
locations within Nigeria. However, children and women dominated the category of victims that were
rescued (inside and outside Nigeria) by NAPTIP in 2019:fhb# cescued individuals were children,

44 % women and6 % men. Girls constituted almost5®%6 of the rescued childrenThese data also

include children rescued from other situations than exploitation, as NAPTIP also intervenes in family
disputes and custly battles for instance?® The following paragraphs discuss in some more detail

common forms of domestic trafficking, including exploitation of children in various realms, the sexual
SELX 2AGF0A2Y 2F 62YSy YR 3IANI AT YR (GKS LIKSy2YS

1.1.1Exploitation and trdficking of children

Data indicate that child labour is a widespread problem in Nigé&gaording to the Nigeria Living
Standards Survey 2018/20193 % of Nigerian boys and % of Nigerian girls (84 years old)
indicated to spend their time working gm®! O 02 NRA y 3 (i 22017 Mt/ Ir@li€afosCluster M ¢
Survey, 5@ % of the surveyed children (57 years old) had engaged in economic activities or
household chores in the previous week. B%of the surveyed children had engaged in such actiwitie
Wnder hazardous conditiof®’ Relatively more boys than girls between five and seventeen years old
had partaken in child labour under hazardous conditions in the week before the survey took place,
428 % against 35L% In terms of geography, child labr and child labour under hazardous
circumstances occued across the whole of Nigeria. Howevérwas almost twice more common in
rural than in urban zorg andoccured most innorth-central andnorth-west Nigerig?® Childrenwere

is not possible to survey in countries that are experiencing profound and current conflict, such as Libya, South Sudan, and
parts of Nigeria. The lack of data from countries expefi@nconflict means that modern slavery estimates in these countries
FNBE tA1Sfe G2 dzyRSNRGIGS (KS LINRofSYQ®

20Walk Free Foundation, The Global Slavery Index 2018, @18, 140

21 International organisation A, confidential report December 2020, p. 16

22 OHCHR, End of visit statement, Nigerigl@3September) by Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, UN Special Rapporteur on
Trafficking in Persons, espdtyavomen and Children, 10 September 20418,

23Nigeria,NAPTIP, 2019 Data Analysis, 2QtB,p. 7

24\Walk Free Foundation, The Global Slavery Index 2018, @018, 69

25Nigeria,NAPTIP, 2019 Data Analysis, 2QtB,p. 9

26 Nigeria, National Bureau for Statistics, Nigeria Living Standards Sd@2Q19, 2021url, p. 58

27UNICEF, 2018017 Multiindicator Cluster Survey, February 2048, pp. 223224

28UNICEF, 2018017 Multiindicator Cluster Survey, 201, pp. 223224
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https://downloads.globalslaveryindex.org/ephemeral/GSI-2018_FNL_190828_CO_DIGITAL_P-1616599065.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23526&LangID=E
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2019-Data-Analysis.pdf
https://downloads.globalslaveryindex.org/ephemeral/GSI-2018_FNL_190828_CO_DIGITAL_P-1616599065.pdf
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2019-Data-Analysis.pdf
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/3827/related-materials
https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/media/1406/file/Nigeria-MICS-2016-17.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/media/1406/file/Nigeria-MICS-2016-17.pdf.pdf

subjected to various types of exploitation, including: domestic servitude, forced labour (in agriculture,
mining, quarrying), andtreet hawking?®

Forced begging is a major problem in Nigeria as well. Whilabte estimates of the number of

children who engage in(forced) begging do not existy horthern Nigeriamillions ofchildren who

cannot be taken care of by their parentsexttd a specific type ofeligious boarding schoolknown as

almajiri schoolswhichrely on child begging/labour faheir financing® In 2014, UNICEF estimated

that out of the 13.2millionOKA f RNBY 2dziAA RS 2 F b A mBliohihwer€lsithe 2 N I §
almajiri system® In the southg particularly in big urban centresstreet childrenand child begars

alsoarea common sight? In some cases, parents also faidkeir children to beg, or recruiters lude

children away from their families*® According to the 2020 US Department of State Trafficking in

t SNE2Y A O0CAt 0 NBELRZNI WAY YA dAIXYSSW/ FPNIES NAYF R SNEYSC
2dzi G2 A4NBSG 60S3IIINBR B2 AYONBIFaS GKS 06S33FHNEQ L
Inconflict zones such as the Middle Balbyth-westandnorth-eastNigeria children are vulnerable to

(sexual) exploitatiod® There have been reports of recruitment of girls franternally displaced

people(IDP camps acrossorthern Nigeria for the purpose of sexual exploitati§in the north-east

in particular there were cases of recruitment of children as child soléfi&kscording to UN data the

total number of Nigerian child soldierand the number of new recruitments havénowever,
significantlydecreasedince 20178

1.1.2 Sexual exploitatiorof women and girlsn Nigeria

As the previous paragragireadyindicated, sexual exploitation akin to human trafficking also occurs

within Nigeria. This phenomenonrist limited to conflict zones and IDP camps. In 2019, 68 out of the

1 152 victims rescued by NAPTIP were victims of sexual exploitation within Négeoifthese victims

were women®*® Often these women/girls are trafficked from the countryside to big cities such as

Lago®’, Abeokuta, Ibadan, Kano, Kaduna, Calabar, and Port Hafé@ote sources indicated that

victims of trafficking who had returneddm abroad/Europe ended in (forced) prostitution in

Nigeria®? Euronews dund 0 K & WA G A& RAFFAOdzZ G G2 1SSLI NI dzN
YySUg2N]l a GKIF G NI F7F Acidrig Sengaverdnéntal ofganis&tismNGOwbiBerl LI | OS

29 International Organisation A, confidential report December 2020, p. 17; US, USDOS, Trafficking in Persons Report 2020:
Nigeria, 25 June 2020¢l, p. 381

30 BBC, Coronavirus in Nigeria: The child beggars at the heart of the outbreak, 16 MayrR0®tj-Slavery International,

Shackled to the past: An exploration of the best prospectedonbatting forced child begging in Nigeria, November 2020,

url, p. 10

31 UNICEF, cited by AsBlavery International, Shackled tioe past: An exploration of the best prospects for combatting

forced child begging in Nigeria, November 202@,p. 10
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33 Aluko Y. and T. Olanipekun, Menace of Street Begging among Children in Urban centers: Activities, Survival and Coping
Strategies, 201Yrl, p. 10

34US, USDQSrafficking in Persons Report 2020: Nigeria, 25 June 2@2p, 381

35|nternational organisation A, confidential report December 2020, p. 17

36 UNHCR, Assessment of Trafficking Risks in Internally Displaced Persons CampsSadiblitieria, April 2020Qxl, p. 12.
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Humanitarian (The), First Person: Want to thwart human traffickers? Just add water, 31 Octobeaur?018,

37UNSG, Children and Armed Conflict in Nigeria, 6 July Ra2p, 6

38 UNSGChildren and Armed Conflict in Nigeria, 6 July 2080p. 6

39Nigeria, NAPTIP, 2019 Data Analysis, 2019. 9

40Vanguard, Girls traffickeddm Akwa Ibom for prostitution in Lagos open up, 16 May 2020,

41US, USDQSrafficking in Persons Report 2020: Nigeria, 25 June 2620,381{ SS [t a2Y 523 ¢KS bSg 21| @&
Human Traffickers, 3 October 201iF|

42Euronews, Abused in Libya and forced into prostitution back home: the nightmasenaf to reach Europe, 21 June 2020,
url; Director Nigerian NGO, interview 10 November 2020; Washington Past (Vigerians return from slavery in Libya to
thriving sextrafficking industry back home, 23 January 20118,
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338779187_The_Menace_of_Street_Begging_among_Children_in_Urban_centers_Activities_Survival_and_Coping_Strategies
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FNRY .SyAy /[ AlGe 6K2 adlFdSR GKI G Wesddtmahynstird G NRA ST
to prostitution, others are still in contact with their trafficke®8 The Washington Post indicat¢hat

Wavivors and experts say the rush to return Nigerians is doing little to break the cycle of sex slavery

and may be perpetuatg it: Returnees are dropped back into the epicenter of Nigeria‘srafficking

industry, often deeper in debt and with femd 2 LJGA 2y a ( K| yseecaSdBextdid.2 G KSe&
Retrafficking.** Women from neighbouring countries are also trafficked to Nigeria for the purpose of

sexual exploitatiort®

1.13B 68 Tl OG2NASaQ

Alsoduring this reporting period, a range of actors including Nigerian and international media outlets
reported on the trafficking of Nigerian women for selling their balit€ghe centres, which house the
GAOGAYA YR (KSAN OK AORBE anatide®in thelnediaiigtingdished & F I C
two mod operandi of baby factories. Articles biye Guardian and CNN indicated that traffickers

recruited already pregnant, unmarried women from poor backgrounds either (falsely) promising them

a highamount of money in return for their babi#s2 NJ € dzZNAy 3 GKSY Ayd2 GKS
pretending to providehem with some form of suppor Another report indicated that baby factories

recruited young girls from disadvantaged backgrounds, partigul&P®, with the false promise of

jobs>t

1.2 Crosshorder trafficking in human beings towards third countries

Nigeria acts as a source country for human trafficking towards neighbouring countries, destinations in

North Africa and the Middle Eashe EU and Eastern European countries such as Russia. In 2020, the

US Department of State identified Nigerian victims of human traffickiagléast36 other countries?

In 2019, NAPTIP rescued and returned Nigerian victims from eighteen differemitiesLihhe majority

of victims rescued from situations of exploitation in third countries by NAPTIP were based in
YSAIKOo2dz2NAYy 3 O2dzy (i NR S ae), dibyh RussiandvariauS NduritrigsRrithe 2 S R C
Middle EasP? It goes beyond the scope tiis report to discuss victim profiles per country/region

(outside Europe)Nigerian women and girls often ead up working in prostitution or domestic

servitude>* Nigerian boys ended up in domestic servitude as well, or in forceditgbofor instance
mining/construction/agriculture), as do adult mé&hExperts indicate that southern Nigerianswere

43Euronews, Abused in Libya and forced into prostitution back home: the nightmare of trying to reach Europe, 21 June 2020,
url

44 Washington Post (The), Nigerians return from slavery in Libya to thrivirgedBeking industry back home, 23 January
2018,url

45US, USDQSrafficking in Persons Report 2020: Nigeria, 25 June 2€2p, 382

46 For information about this phenomenon during the previous reporting period, see: EASO, EASO Country of Origin
Information Report Nigeria Targeting of individaig@November 2018yrl, p. 140

70t WET SSNI = { dzZNBAG2NE 2F bAISNAI Qarl ONN, 1Dpeegrtirt tBenLaNdwdrie a K| NB
rescued from suspected baby traffickers in Nigeria, police say, 30 Septembeug019,

48 Guardian (The), 'l had no choice': the desperate Nigerian women who sell their babies, 6 Mayr2020,

49 Guardian (The), 'l had no choice': the desperate Nigerian women who sell their babies, 6 Mayr2020,
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51CNN, 19 pregnant teens and womeascued from suspected baby traffickers in Nigeria, 30 September 2619,

52US, USDQSrafficking in Persons Report 2020: Nigeria, 25 June 2€2p, 382.

53 Nigeria,NAPTIP, 2019 Data Analysis, 2QtBp. 10

54CNN, 20,000 Nigerian girls sold to prostitutiorgritrafficking agency says, 22 January 2@i®9BBC, Trafficked Nigerian
women rescued from Lebanon, 26 May 202@; IPS, The Exploitative System that Traps Nigerian Women as Slaves in
Lebanon, 14 September 2020]; Premium Times, Another 71 Nigerian women trafficked to Lebanon arrive home, 17 August
2020,url; UNHCR, Assessment of Trafficking Risks in Internally Displaced Persons CampsHadidlitneria, April 2020,

url, p. 11; Representative international humanitariarganisation, interview 26 October 2020

55 UNHCR, Assessment of Trafficking Risks in Internally Displaced Persons CampsSadublitieria, April 2020Qrl, p. 9;
Represetative international humanitarian organisation, interview 26 October 2020
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mostly trafficked towestand central Africa, whereasnhabitantsfrom the Middle Belt and northern
Nigeriawere mostly trafficked to Niger, Cha&udan and the Middle Ea¥tSome IDP camps in
northern Nigeria functioad as gateways for trafficking to neighiming countries’’

Specifically with regard to sex trafficking, sources indidéiat as it has become more difficult to
traffic Nigerian woma to Europe, trafficking networks have adjusted their modus operandi and
focused more on neighhwing countries and the Middle East as destinations for sex traffiékifige
anthropologist Sine Plambech, whasfgecialisedn the field d sex traffickingrom Nigeria indicated
that women from Edo State isouthern Nigeria are now also being trafficked towards Duipai
increasing numbergdueto the increased difficultyn crossinghe centralMediterranean routesince
2017 Due to less stringent visa qairements for the 2018 World Cup in Russia, traffickers
fraudulently recruited Nigerian women for jobs in Russia to exploit them in the sex indtigtiyile
some of these countries thus increasingly acted as the main trafficking destination for Nigerian
women, a large share of the victims got stuck in Libya while they were on their way to Epndyme
they can spend months or yedi%.

1.2.10rgan harvesting

Somereports about cros$order organ trafficking havieeen publishedin 2019, NAPTIP reported the
arrest of one individual suspected of the recruitment of persons Wmgan harvesting® A
guantitative surveyased on more than @00 interviews with West Atan migrants in Mali and Niger
found thatwhilerelatively few participants indicated to have become victim to organ traffickd8g (
traffickers were approaching Nigerian migrants to participate in such schemes:

WhNBFY GNI TFFAOL AYe&kpetiedcedifdns of frafitkiagifor igrams in\odr

sample, being cited by onB%of respondents (50 individuals). However, in addition to the

3 %who reported being forced to sell their blood or organs, a furthétreported that they

had beenappro@ KSR gAGK 2FFSNE 2F Y2¢¥Se F2NJ 0KSANJI of

Specifically with regard to the Nigerian context, the report indiddteat the market for these organs

has partly shifted from Europe and North Africa to Malaysia and Singapore. There are inditfaion

as sex trafficking has become more difficult traffickers are looking to organ trafficking as an alternative
source of incomé®

1.3 Crossborder trafficking in human beings towards Europe

The EU harbours a significant number of Nigerian traffickictgms. However, after a peak of arrivals
of Nigerian migrants in Italpetween 2015 and 2029 data from 2019 showhe influx has sharply
declinedas a result of the worsening security situatioLiby&’, andin the wake of new measures to

56 Mossino, A., Director PIAM ONLUS, interview 5 October 2020
STUNHCR, Assessment of Trafficking Risks in Internally Displaced Persons CampsSasblitieria, April 2020Qtl, p. 14

S8 Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March 2021

S9Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March 2021

60US, USDQSrafficking in Persons Rep@@20: Nigeria, 25 June 2020}, p. 382

61 Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March [@@kbsa, R. Evon, Founder/Executive Director Pathfinders
Justice Initiative, interview 26 February 2021

62 Pascoal, R., Stranded: The New Trendsetters of the Nigerian Human Trafficking Criminal Networks for Sexual Purposes,
2018,url, p. 15

63 Nigeria,NAPTIP, 2019 Data Analysis, 2QtBDp. 4

64 Malakooti, A., The Intersection of Irregular Migration and Trafficking in West Africa and the SaheurRGR015

65Malakooti, A., The Intersection of Irregular Migration and Trafficking in West Africa and the SaheyrR@ed4

66 UNHCR, ltaly Sea Arrivals DashboaBlecember 2017, 11 January 2018l; UNHCR, ltaly Sea Arrivals Dashbcard
December 2018, 11 January 2018; UNHCR, Italy Sear Arrivals Dashbadb@écember 2019, 21 Janud920,url
67 Foreign Policy, The U.N. Is Leaving Migrants to Die in Libya, 10 Octobeur2019,
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stem migraton to Italy, including support for Libyan coast guaféi®etween 207 and 2019, the
number of detected illegal crossings via thentral Mediterranean route dropped significant(§or

more details, se&ection2.5).%° According tdfiguresof the International Organization for Migration
(IOM)a total of 465250 irregular migrants arrived in Europe (both by land and by sea) between 2017
and mid2020. 20348 individuals originated from NigeridDuring the reporting period, Nigerians still
topped the list of countries of origin of (identified) n& victims of human trafficking in the EU.
During this period, Nigeria aldopped the list of norEU citizenships with the highest proportion of
victims of trafficking for sexual exploitation the EU, accounting for & of such victimg? The
majority (92 %) of identified Nigerian victims of trafficking in Edduntries were women’® The
following paragraphs will discuss the profiles of sex trafficking victims and others in more depth.

1.3.1 Ngerian victims of sex trafficking in Europe

As was the case during the previous reporting pefiodomen still constituted the largest share of
trafficking victims detected in the EUX %9 between 2017 and 2018, and the majority of all detected
Nigerian trafficking victims in the Bliasexploited in the European prostitution industf§These
womenoriginated predominantly from the south of Nigeria, particularly the st#tEdo,of whichthe
capital, Benin City, has been the central hub for sex trafficking from Nigeria to Europe for the last
decades’® The previous EASO report on sex trafficking of Nigerian wqa@ib)indicated that most
women whowere trafficked from Edo belonged to tHgini, the dominant ethnic group in EA6They

were predominantlybetween17 and 28 yearsof agewith a largeshare of the victim$elonging to

the 1820 years age brackét.The 2015EASQeport furthermore indicated that most women and

girls were illiteate or had only completed secondary education, originated from unstable family
situations and experienced economic hardship, but did not belong to the poorest ranks of Edo society,
but rather to the lower middle clas§.There are no indications that igprofile of women trafficked

from Edo to Europe has changed significantly since 2015.

Geographical backgroundhift in recruiting grounds?

A remarkable development during this reporting period was a partial shift in the recruiting grounds
for traffickers.Some media reports provided the impression that thia result of the 2018 decision
by the Oba(local royal ruler) of Benin to curse seafficking and renounce the oaths that obliged
existing victims of sex trafficking to pay off the debts they incurred with their traffickers (more in

68 BBC, Migrant crisis: lllegal entries to EU at lowest level in five years, 4 JanuayrR®@¥8shington Post (The), Returned

i2 I gFNIT2ySY hyS o2t Gdo 521 S ynbigradtPolides B3 Décerber2018| of 2 01 SR o0&
69 1n 2020, the number of arrivals in Europe via the Central Mediterranean Route increased again even though the overall
number of illegal arrivals in Europe dropped duetie COVIEL9 pandemic, Frontex does not specify how many of these

arrivals were Nigerian&rontex, FLASH REP@RTegular migration into EU at lowest level since 2013, 8 January 2620,

70|0OM, Irregular Migration Routes to Europe: West and Central Africa, Jaduagy2020url, p. 1

71European Commission, Data collection on trafficking in human beings in the EUu202027

72European Commission, Data collection on trafficking in human beings in the EUu202028

73 European Commission, Data collection on trafficking in human beings in the EUu@0@0169.See also: Netherlands,

Nationaal Rapporteur Mensenhandel, Slachtoffermonitor Mensenhandel -2019 [Victim Monitor Human Trafficking
20152019], 2020url, p. 30. This was also observed in older research, e.g.: IOM, Human Trafficking Along the Central
Mediterranean Route, 2017y, p. 30

74 UNODC, Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 20t ¢p. 5657

75 European Commission, Data collection on trafficking in human beings in the EUu2020, 166169

76 Alberto Mossiono, Director PIAM ONLUS, email exchange 22 February QCRPEN & Pathfinders Justice Initiative,
Pathway to Prevention, 2020Qrl, p. 20

77 Also referred to as binis.

8EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information Repdigeriag Sex Trafficking of women, October 2018, p. 15. Source:

Pascoal, R, The situation of the Nigerian human trafficking victims and their children in Italy, 19 December 2012, p. 23;
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79 EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information Redigeriaq Sex Trafficking of women, October 2018, p. 16.Source:
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Section2.3).8° As the influence of the Oba only stretches over Biai people who acknowledge his
authority?!, NGO representatives based in Benin Gitgygestd that traffickers have partly relocated
their recruiting grounds to other states or recruit women from other backgrodhdsesearch carried
out in 2020with (returned) trafficking victims in Benin City indicated that Edo S¢ati#ll an important
departure point for victims of overseas sex trafficking, but that many of the women and girls who pass
through Benin City are ndrom Edo themselve® Sources identified an increase of female victims
destined for sex trafficking towards Europe from the southern states Bekéiti, and Ond®, but
also the northern stateof Kano® One report identified the stateof Anambra asan important
departure point for irregular Nigerian migrants, and indicated tthat city of Onitsha in the statef
Akwa Ibom had the potential to become a hub for irregular migratidnis, however, stilkoo early

to estimate the exact effects of thaecision by the Oba.

Moreover, since the arrival of Nigerians to the EU has dropped since 200&es deerad unlikely

that the actions by the Oba have significantly altered the demograptutile of female Nigerian
victims of trafficking in the EWaious organisatiors working with Nigerian famale victims of
trafficking in Europeonfirmed that they still mostly encountered victims from Edo atiter parts of
southern Nigerid&® Recent research with Nigerian victims in France confirmed that most (identified)
Nigerian victims of sex trafficking in France still originated from Edo and particularly from two
relatively poor neighbourhoods in Benin City named Upper Sakponba and SBaiioiu® Other
research also identified Upper Sakponba as a prime arethéorecruitment of trafficking victims,
together with the villagef Uromi outside Benin Cify.

Age

Eleven percent ofll (male and femaleNigerian trafficking victims who wemdetected in the EU
between 2017 and 2018 wenecorded asminors® Other saurcesalsoindicate that there were
minors amongst female Nigerian sex trafficking victims in Eu¥oPet of 450 Nigerian sex trafficking

80 See, for instance: Reuters, Black magic ban dents sex trafficking in Nigeria, 19 Septemberl;2D&8Correspondent,

Vijfhonderd voodoepriesters en een vloek laten zien: met magie kun je mensenhandel bestrijden [Five hundred voodoo

priests and a curse show: magic can combat human trafficking], 26 Septembeug0Giardian (The), Escape: the woman

who brought her trafficker to justice, 27 August 2086,

81 Mostly based in the former territory of the Kingdom of Benin, nowadays localized in Edo State.

82 |dahosa, R. Evon, Founderé€xtive Director Pathfinders Justice Initiative, interview 24 February 2Q2igha, R.,

Representative Idia Renessaince, interview 19 November 2020

83 CLEEN & Pathfinders Justice Initiative, Pathway to Prevention, 2020,20

84 International organisation, confidential report December 2020, p. 20

85Nwoha, R., Representative |dia Renessaince, interview 19 November 2020

86 International organisatior\, confidential report December 2020, p. 20

87 European organisation, confidential report, December 2020, p. 4

88 Mossino, A., Director PIAM ONLUS, interview 5 October 2020; Heeringaam Leader Perspectives on Rights, Salvation

Army;, interview 19 Novmber 2020See also: VRT, PODCAST: De meisjes van de nacht [Girls of the night}] 2018,

89 Apard, E., et al., «La prostitution, ca ne tue pag020,url, p. 56

% CLEEN & Pathfinders Justice Initiative, Pathway to Prevention, @20230,37

¢ KS R20dzySyid R2S8a y2i alLISOATe 2y (GKS olaira 2F 6KIFd S@OARSyYy
age was unknown. European Commission, Data collection on trafficking in human beings in the EUK,202075.The

2015 EASO report on sex trafficking indicates¥ai i 8 KS | 35S RSOf I NBR o6& 3JIANI & 2N g2YSy
a2 dZNDOS gKAOK adlisSa GKFEiY WDSySNrffe alLISF]{Ay3ar GKSNB Aa |
Italy thus stressing the consensual and voluntary aspect of the journey. Contrary to this, there is a tendency to logesr the a

whenthe woman is working as a prostitute since this may attract a broader clientele. Once the women detach themselves

from the exploitation rings and start their relationship with the social services, the possibility to lower or rise their age

depends on basioeeds (when the age is uncertain): on the one hand, be under 18 years old may be an important factor for
NBEOSAGAY3 oO6SGGSNI LINPGSOGARZY o0dziz 2y GKS 20KSNJ KFyRZ Al YI¢
Information Report Nigeriag Sex Trafficking of women, October 2018, p. 15. Source: UNICRI, Trafficking of Nigerian

girls in Italy, April 2010, pp. 42

92 PlambechS., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March 28@4rd, E., et al., «La prostitution, ¢a ne tue pa020,
url, p. 54; New Yorker (The), The Desperate Journey &fiicked Girl, 3 April 2011yl
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victims who arrived between 2®8land 208 and got support frorthe French NGO Le bus des femmes,
about one hundred wee minors aged between 12 and ¥ears® Sine Plambech indicated that
especially at the height of Nigerian migration to Europe (20057) on average victims were younger
than in the past, because traffickers had expanded the age range from which they were recfuiting.

Poverty as a root cause of sex trafficking

Poverty and associated issues still act as the root cause for human traffickindg migration in
generalg from southern Nigeria to EuropeA workshop with Nigerian stakeholddérs2018found :

We¢KS OFdzaSa 2N RNAGSNAE 27F K FinfertwiniNg ahd A O A y 3
overlapping. Stakeholders highlighted multiple vulnerabilities to trafficking across the
different levels of the Determinants of Vulnerability model. These included poverty,
unemployment, lower levels of education and literacysraption, conflict, the lack of social

safety nets, abuse of traditional fostering practices, cultural or religious norms that support
exploitation, the erosion of values and limited options for safe and legal migration. Increasing
demand for sex and chedabour were considered an integral part of ti63.

More than half of the 76 survivors interviewed by Human Rights Watch for a study on the experiences
of victims who returned to Nigeria had dropped out of primary or secondary school for economic
reasons® Looking at the economic situation in the whole of Nigeria, the poverty experienced by
people in Edo, however, concerns relative poverty as Edo is not one of the poorest states in the
country.®” The National Living Standards Survey 2018/2019 showed doaisEamongst the top three
states in which the highest percentage of households is receiving remittdhces.

According to a study by the CLEEN Foundation and Pathfinders Justice Initiative, recruiters were most
fA1Ste (G2 | LIWINRI OK 9YHKSEt SR2NPROIGKFRWNRE LG DNI S
yI O8SQY

WPwSONHZA G§SNBE YIAYyGlrAYy 2Nl Ay3a (y26fSR3IS 2F (K.
that are financially insecure and desperate. Families that cannot afford to educate their
children orLIN2 A RS (G KNBS &ljdaz N3 YSIHfa | RF& IINB 27
appear to take advantage of those who are illiterate and who lack the requisite strength in
gAft (2 NBaAald GKSANI I ROIyOSad hyS ouSe AyF2N
[Enablers], a lot of them appear rather intelligent and they know how to work on your
AyiSttAaSyOSed LT @2dz FNB y20 aidifRRy3a gAff SR

Sources also indicated that many victims originated from dysfunctional andtisoeseabusive family

situations. Daughters from oRgarent'®®, and polygamous househof$are particularly vulnerable

to becoming victims of trafficking. Various sources indicated that the tradition of subjecting girls/

women to female genital mutilaionQDa v gt a +  FFOG2N) GKIFIG AYyONBI 2
trafficking’®®> Amongst certain ethnic groups in the south of Nigeria a larger percentage of

98 Apard, E., et al., «La prostitution, ¢a ne tue pas !», 2080p. 54 ; European Commission, Data collection on trafficking

in human beings in the EU, 2020, p. 175, Save the Children, Young Invisible Enslaved: Children Victims of Trafficking and

Labour Exploitation in Italyuly 2017url, p. 27

94 Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March 2021

9 University of Bedfordshire, Vulnerability taimdan Trafficking: A Study of Vietnam, Albania, Nigeria and theRéigort

of Shared Learning Event held in Lagos, Nigerid8l¥anuary 2018, October 2Q18I, p. 6

% Human Rights Watcll,, 2 dz t N} @ F2NJ 5SS 0KE ¢NI FFAOWAP A7 2F 22YSYy YR DA
97 CLEEN & Pathfinders Justice InitiatR&thway to Prevention, 202Qrl, pp. 5354

98 National Bureau for Statistics, Nigeria Living Standards Survey 2018/2019u20@f, 6163

9 CLEEN & Pathfinders Justice Initiative, Pathway to Prevention, R02R.url

100 Apard, E., et al., «La prostitution, ¢a ne tue pas !»,, 2020. https://www.cairn.info/rpelitque-africaine2020-3-page

S5lhtm[P @St € 6T [ dzvYly wA3akKda 21 00KZ &, 2dz t NI & F2NJ wdl 6K ¢ NI T
101Hyman Rights Watcld,, 2 dz t NI & ¥ 2 NJ 5 S i &d Girls MINigeFid, 1939 @ 2F 2 2YS

102 Apard, E., et al., «La prostitution, ¢a ne tue pas2820, p. 65url ; Report International Organisation, 2020, p. 22.
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girls/women are submitted to FGM at a relatively late &§eSources indicatechat traffickers prey
on girls/women who try to escape FGM and end up by themselves in large cebaes'® Gender
inequality’®®, and the notion that daughters should make sacrifices for the economicbe@lh of
their families also contribute to high rates séx trafficking from Edo Stat&

Awareness: Trafficking perceived as an opportunity for social mobility

As was mentioned in the 20IBASOeport on sex trafficking, research indicdtthat many victims
from Edo Statevere aware that they will work in #hsex industry in Europ€’ An overview of projects
to curb sex trafficking in Nigeria identified a&arenesgaising campaigns that had been launched
between 2010 and 2019, most of which targeted Edo State, with a focus on urban%wesording

to recent research by PathFinders Justice Initiative, citizens of Edoviegevery well aware of the
issues and know what sex trafficking entaifOtherresearchfoundthat women from Edo State, who
were trafficked to Europewere themselves also often aware of the type of activities thwuld be
engagel in.1°

Sx trafficking is not necessarily considered something ipaBdo StateAccording to Apard and
others, many poor and lowémiddle-class inhabitants of Benin City indeeshsiderhaving a family
member abroado be the sole mechaism to achieve social mobility*

Examples of social success linked to migration in general, whether real or fantasized, have
permeated the collectiveonsciousneswith such forcethat families with nofamilymembers

abroad perceive themselves (and are perceived) as degori of all opportunities for
enrichment and social advanceme®t

103 The majority of Nigerian women are submitted to FGM before the age of five. This percentage was higher in the north

than in the south of the country. The 2018 NDHS indicated that 85% of the circumcised women between 15 and 49 years old

had experienced this procedure before the age of five. The probability that women had experienced FGM before the age of

five was higher amngst women below the age of 25. 91% of circumcised women between 15 and 25 indicated to have been
submitted to FGM before the age of fivEhis percentage was 79% for women above 45 yeardroline out of ten cases,

circumcised muslim women had expered FGM before the age of fivEhis percentage was 77% for Christian wonTére

percentage of circumcised women who had experienced this procedure before the age of five was highest in the north west
geographic zone (97%) and lowest in the south soutmez®9%). In the south south zone almost a quarter (24%) of

circumcised women between 15 and 49 years old experienced the procedure after the age of fifteen. This practice of
practicing FGM at a later age is most common amongst the ljaw/lzon ethnic grAopmmgst some ethnic groups

circumcision is practiced just before marriage (for instance amongst the Efik and Ibibio) or during pregnancy (for instance
amongst the Odi and Urhobo ethnic groups, who are mostly based in the Niger Delt&)aBeral Populaon Commission,

National Demographic and Health Survey, 208, pp. 468476; World Pulse, Bride Confinement, Fattening and
Circumcision: A Cultural PracticeNigeria, 2016Bamgbosel.egal & Cultural Approaches to Sexual Matters in Afgioat

2002.url; Kolawole and Van de KwaakReview of Determinants of Fema&enital Mutilation in Nigeria, December 2010.

url; Atibinye DotimiLived Experiences of Women from the Odi community in Nigeria of Female Genital Mutilation,2016.

104 Director Nigeian NGO, interview 10 November 2020; See also: Infomigrants, Germany 'the brothel of Europe' for

trafficked Nigerian women, 9 December 2018,

105Human Rights Watcli,, 2 dz t N} @ F2NJ 5SF0Ké ¢NIFFAOWAYZB 2F 22YSy | yR DA
106 Apard, E., et al., «La prostitution, ¢a ne tue paR020,url, pp. 6662

107EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information Repligeriag Sex Trafficking of women, October 2048, p. 17

108 Semprebon, M., Fighting Human Trafficking in Nig&t&cent and ongoing projects (262019), 2020url, p. 14

109CLEEN & Pathfinders Justice Initiative, Pathway to Prevention, @02fp. 1314

1105amyn, S., Seksmigratie als deel van de overlevingsecoitohtigeria [Sex migration as part of the survival economy in

Nigeria], 2018url, p. 7, F YRSNKdzNE (X { ®X D2@SNYyAy3d 6AGK D2RY wStAIA2y3IT
Trafficking Programs, 2014y, p 195; Washington Post (The), Nigeriareturn from slavery in Libya to thriving sex

trafficking industry back home, 23 January 20418,

111 Apard, E., et al., «La prostitution, ¢a ne tue pa2b20,url, p. 60 .See also: Washington Post (The), Nigerians netur

from slavery in Libya to thriving sépafficking industry back home, 23 January 20118,

112 Translated from the orginal in French by the author W[ S& SESYLX S&4 RS NBdzaaAdsS az20Aalt$
ISYSNI £S5 ljdQAata a2ASyd NBSta 2dz FI y@lha YBIZF 23R m\azSN@Eﬁs T G
I dzOdzy RS € SdzNJ YSYONB t f QSONIYy3ISNI a8 LISN2AGSyld oSG 3
RQSYNROKAAASYSyYy( S ihpaiE., éeilpP<HaBstittion ¢a netdeagngo, Sripn60
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This attitude specifically applies to (fiisbrn) daughters, who are expected to sacriftbemselves

for the economic welbeing of the family'* In this regard Sophia Samyn found tN&tEdo there is a

form of collective complicity when talking about forced prostitution migration. People in Benin City
are generally aware of prostitution and consider it as something worthwhile, because many benefit
TNEY AGDQ

The fact that trafficking etims still manage to send remittances home from an early stage of their
stay in Europ@nd that many of them usksocial media to depict a more positive image of thiging
circumstancesontributed to preserving the notion that trafficking can be alp#o a better future*®

Key informants interviewed b@LEEN Foundation and Pathers Justice Initiative also poetat the

overt display of wealth gains due to sex trafficking in Benin City/Edo State as important factors
encouraging families of and womgirls themselves to seek out traffickers.

It is important to emphase that in many cases those who are consideredoéovictims of sex
trafficking; by international actors and the Nigerian authoritiesdo not necessarilyconsider
themselves as such’

W{AYOS AlG&d F2dzy RAVEIFBNBAHY RER¥2BHANY FR H2 Ol f
public enlightenment campaigns marking all forms of women's migration as sex trafficking. As
trafficking discourses entered the local lexicon, many poor and ambitious young women
appropriated it to describeheir own goals, acknowledging the risks involved and yet still
AyaraidAry3d GKFG GKSe ¢g2dAd R aglyid G2 0SS GNI FTAC
F2NBAIY a8F AyRddZAGIGNASEDQ

These women, however, do not always seem to fuIIy grasp the durafidime epr0|tat|on and the

F Oddz- £ Y2dzyld 2F (GKS RSoil GKSe gAff KIF@S G2 NBI
proposed loan of 30,000 to 60,000 euros is an abstract amount that they think they can earn back in

the shortest possible tim@° Neverthelessshe alsdound that even when these women tiarrived

in Europe and experienced exploitation, some of them still betlévé& SA NJ G NI FFA Ol SNA WK
provided them with an opportunity:

WKS IANI A 2FGSy KIFEI@BS | O02YLX SE NBflFiA2YAaAKAL]
she is my boss. UltimatetheY RS A (G L2 aaa of S F2NJYS G2 02YS
alea w2al8Ss K2 STl 6KSY &KRByssterandalfricwdbviers & A E (i &
my madams. They paid for my crossing. When | found out what | had to do, | got very angry.

We did not speakfor two years, but | paid my debt. My sister had gone through the same

thing, allowing me togo to school. In the end shalso helped me to get papers, she really

113 Apard, E., et al., «La prostitution, ¢a ne tue pa2020,url, p. 61

WINF yat FGSR 6@ RNIFOESNI FNRY G(KS 5dziOK 2NRIAAYLFEY WLY 9R2 Aa
gedwongen prostitutiemigratie gaat. Mensen in Benin City hebbben over het algemeen weet van de prostitutie en
beschouwen het alsietsw&S Y2 SAGS f 22y iz 2YRIG @StSy SNI @Fy YSS LINBTFAD
overlevingseconomie in Nigeria [Sex migration as part of the survival economy in Nigeriar2q1&,.See alsoThomsom

Reuters Foundation, Nigeria: Tolerance of Trafficking Protects Nigeria's Trade in Humans, 28 May 2020,

115Samyn, S., Seksmigratie als deel van de overlevingseconomie in Nigeria [Sex migration as part of the survival economy in
Nigeria], 2018url, pp. 7, 9

116 CLEEN & Pathfinders Justice Initiative, Pathway to Prevention, @03fp. 1920

W+ | yRSNKAZINBGZ { @ D2@SNYyAy3a gA0GK D2RY wStAdAzys wSaradryos
url, p 195

18+ | yRSNKdzNBGEZ {®X D2@SNYyAy3a gAGK D2RY wStAIA2y: wSaraillyos
url, p 195

UTranslated by drafter fromthe dzi OK 2 NAIAY I fY W5S @22NBS&a0St RS tSyAy3d oIy
RFG T8 oAayySy RS 12NladsS (1SNBy RSy(1Sy (S8 (1dzyySy GSNiAG
overlevingseconomie in Nigeria [Sex migration as part othreival economy in Nigeria], 2018], p. 7
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KSt LISR Y S ®heénded tiplinkpestibtiragainst her willVivian understood it now
was her turnc¥°

The existence of this complex attitude amongst trafficking victims towelphenomenon itself and
the women who brought them to Europe wadso observedoy the migration sociologisMaria
Shaidrova?!

Lastly, esearch indicaté that the large influx of returnees from Libya (S8®pter 3) hascontributed

to increased awareness about the dangers of sex traffickitgxperts who were interviewed for this
(EASO) report indicated that the fact that crossing to Europe has become very difficult in the recent
years, has dissuaded Edo wongeand othe Nigerian migrantsto disembak on a journey to Europe,

but that it has not dissuaded them from leaving Benin City, which is reflected in the fact that Edo
women are increasingly travelling to other destinatidfs.

1.3.2 Pregnant trafficking victims

Duing the reporting period, concerns emerged about the exploitation of pregnant Nigerian women.
In 2020, Dutch law enforcement authorities also expressed concern about the disappearance of tens
of heavily pregnant Nigerian asylum seekers from receptionresngiving rise to the suspicion that
Nigerian trafficking ringsvere engaged in baby traffickirtg* Maria Shaidrova indicated that there
were many rumours amongst Nigerian migrants in Italy about the increased chances of getting asylum
and social secustin some EWember3atesin case one is pregnant. This has resulted in high rates
of pregnant Nigerian trafficking victirngho move to other EU countriesnlyto disappear again once

they discover that pregnancy/child birth does not result in better tpation.!?® Sine Plambech
confirmed the existence of this phenomenon and indicated that many of these women also disappear
from asylum centres because they need to work to earn mdffeigeports from Italy indicatkthat

drug traffickers use pregnant Nigerian womenisig mule§because they raise less suspicién.

120 Translated by drafter from the Dutch okigy’ £ Y W5S YSAiazaSa KSooSy @FI1 SSy O2YLX S
wat ze zegt, want ze is mijn baas. Uiteindelijk heeft ze het mogelijk gemaakt dat ik naar Europa kon komen. Ik ben haar
RFEyl1ollINEE 1830 w2aSs RAS DENEWNDLI V2BENG St Gt wLSALAEBaldBy Sy
madams. Zij betaalden mijn overtocht. Toen ik erachter kwam wat ik moest doen, ben ik heel kwaad geworden. We spraken

twee jaar lang niet met elkaar, maar ik betaalde mijn schuld. Mijn zus had fuetatdorstaan en daardoor heb ik naar

d0K22t 1dzyySy 3ALlyd ! AGSAYyRStA2] KAStLITA2 YS 221 2Y LI} LASI
gAf AY RS LINPaGAGdzAAS GSNBOKG{1 6+ YZ 0S3NB Yalie ald dédl vayf deRI G KS i
overlevingseconomie in Nigeria [Sex migration as part of the survival economy in Nigerialr2qi 8

121 Maria Shaidrova, PhD Candidate Tilburg University, interview 24 February 2021

122CLEEN & Pathfinders Justice Initiative, Pathway to Prevention, 203fp. 1516

123Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 Mardh [#@Rosa, R. Evon, Founder/Executive Director Pathfinders

Justice Initiative, interview 24 February 2021

124 VPRO, Zwangere Afrikaanse asielzoeksters verdwijnen uit opvang [Pregnant African asylumseekers disappear from
reception centres], 19 February 2020|

125 Maria Shaidrova, PhD Candidate Tilburg University, interview 24 February 2021. See also: Olabisi Oluwatoyin T. and A.
Akinyoade, Coercion ovolition: Making Sense of the Experiences of Female Victims of Trafficking from Nigeria in the
Netherlands, 2015yrl, p. 185

126 Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March 2021
127 ABC News, In a ruined city on the Italian coast, the Nigerian mafia is muscling in on the old mob, 16 Maxath 202
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1.3.3 Male Nigerian victims of human trafficking in Europe

Some sourcesuspecteda rise in the number of male Nigerian victims of human trafficking i
Europe!?® Recent studies, however, identified scarcity of knowldge about the profiles and
experiences of this groufs?

Smuggling vérafficking

It is expected that modtligerian men are smuggled, rather than trafficked towards Europe, meaning
that they ¢ and/or their familie$®* ¢ generally pay smugglers in advance to facilitate the journey
towards Libya and crossing of the Mediterranédmccording to research and articles in international
media some male Nigerian migrants made the decision to ttawd-urope themselves, while others
were forced by family members to go. Some were well prepared and saved up for the journey in
advance, whereas others decided to leave spontaneddé@ne source indicated that many male
Nigerians fronsouthern Nigeria who decideto travel to Europeavere members of cultist groups and
benefited from support of other members of their cults wigere already in Europe when navigating
the journey** Thismodel isdifferent from themodel used bynanyNigerian femaleictims of human
trafficking for whom the journey is paid in advancedppnsorswvho then expect them to reimburse

¢ highly inflatedg debts through prostitution in Europe (more$ection?.3). However, male Nigerians
havebecome victims of trafficking/modern slavery during their journey towards Euregspecially

in Libyd**- and alsaupon arrival in Europ&®

Exploitation in various spheres

8 %of Nigerian victims of human trafficking detected in Europe in 2017 and 2018 weré*fizata
provided by the European Commission on the types of exploitation experienced by Nigerian victims
of human trafficking in Europm 2017 and 2018 do not distinguish between men and women. The
majority of victimg68 %) ¢ presumably mostly womernwere subjected tosexexploitation However,
Nigerian victimf trafficking in the EU weralsosubjected toother types of exploitation, including
domestic servitudeX %), forced labourd %9, forced criminalityX %9, forced beggingl(%9, and other

128 Netherlands, Nationaal Rapporteur Mensenhandel, Slachtoffermonitor Mensenhandef22a®5 2020 [Victim Monitor

Human Trafficking 2018019],url, p. 19; Heeringa, ATeam Leader Perspectives on Rights, Salvation Amgyview 19
November 2020

129 yniversity of Bedfordshire, Vulnerability to Human Trafficking: A Study of Vietnam, Albania, Nigeria and Bepdk

of Shared Learning Event held in Lagos, Nigeriat8ldanuary 2018, October 201&, p.8; Netherlands, Nationaal
Rapporteur Mensenhandel, Slachtoffermonitor Mensenhandel 220859 [Victim Monitor Human Trafficking 202819],

2020, url, p. 19; OHCHR, End of visit statement, Nigeria0(Beptember) by Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, UN Special
Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially Women hitdrén, 10 September 2018¢l
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typesof exploitation (B %).2*’ Between 2017 and 2018 there were no registered reports of Nigerians
whowere victim oforgan harvesting in Europe. In 2019, there was at least one report of such &tase.

Sources indicaté that some illegal male Nigerian migrantsn Europejoin Nigerian gangsg, which
engage mostly in drug related crimespon arrival in Erope *® TheGuardian found that an Italian
reception centre for asylum seekers in Sicily had become a recruitment ground for criminal groups:

Whe centre has become a lawless place where people are easy prey for criminal gangs. The
state funds these centres by givitltem a sum of money for each asylum seeker, but many

of them cut corners on food and other amenities, and pocket the profits-legel members

2F LGrfteQa @GFNAR2dza YIFALF 2NHlIyAaldAz2ya FyR b
mules and petty éminals among the bored, idle men who have given up on the life they
dreamed of when they crossed the sé.

Other research and reporting configdthat Nigerians are used &rug mule®QThis occurs on flights
between Brazil and Wesgifrica within the famework of the drugrade between Latin America and
Europe, in which West African countries act as a transit 'huBurojust indicated thatNigerian
organked crime groups also use drug mules to transport drugs within Eurapgle not specifying

the nationality of the drug mule$*? Reporting by ABC News confirmed the use of young African men
and Nigerian women as drug mules in Europe:

Whe Pineta Grande also sees more drug mules than any other hospital in Italy. Doctors told
Foreign Correspondent youndri&éan men are arriving with stomachs full of narcotics, some
smuggling up to 1.2kg of cocaine in individually wrapped capsules the doctors describe as
"eggs".In other parts of Italy, authorities have noticed a rise in the number of young pregnant
Nigeriam women dying from drug overdoses when capsules burst inside them. Pregnant
women are less likely to face suspicion in transit. No one would imagine they could be drug
mules®*

While migrantswho join Nigeriangangsare generallynot in debtbondage sourcesemphasisd that
it is very hard to leaveuch groupor refuse orders once one has becoingplied*, and that the
individuals who act as drug mules do not always appreciatditpéhealth)isks involved?

EASO indicated in 2017 K lthére i¥no public source material available reporting that the Nigerian
networks of ésponsorg and émadamg which facilitate migration for women also offer such
possibilities for men, or that these networks in Europe organise men working in prostitfffi@ased
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on the available information, this still seems to be the case. However, sources did ideditifgual
cases ofNigerian merexploitedin the European sex industt.

Anecdotal evidence indicated thadult male Nigerian victims of trafficking were exploited in the
agricultural sector isouthern Europe!*®

Boys

Research indicates that most Nigerian minors are smuggled to Europe, but often end up in situations
of exploitation because they do not havestmeans to finance the whole trav&f. There were some
indications that Nigerian boys are being traffickede. not smuggled to Europe from Nigeri&®
Different sources detected cases of football trafficking of Nigerian boys. These boys were lured to
Europe on the pretext of a career with a professional football club to eventually become victims of
exploitation outside the football industrip?

Anecdotd evidence shows that during the last couple of years Nigerian boys have been trafficked to
Europe for sexual exploitation or ended up in sexual exploitation after arrival in Et¥dpe2016

social workers in the UK indicatduetyoften encounteedtrafficked Nigerian boyacross African boys
ending up in a combination of domestic servitude and sexual exploitafib® Nigeriabased
European journalist indicated to know two cases of Nigerian boys who had been trafficked together
with their sisters to Eunpe for sexual exploitatiof?
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2. Modus operandi of THB in Nigeria for
sexual exploitation in Europe

The nodi operandi of trafficking in human beings in Nigeria differentiate between the type of
trafficking (sexual exploitation, domestic servitude, forced labetc.), the type of victim and the
destination!® This chapter describes the organisation of traffickin human beings from Nigeria to
Europe with a focus on the trafficking of female victims for the purpose of sexual exploitation. Sex
trafficking of women from Nigeria consists of three phases: recruitment, the journey towards Europe
and exploitation irEurope As the following paragraphs will shovinge the previous EASO report on
sex traffickingdf Nigerian women (2015)he journey towards Europe has become significantly more
difficult due to thedeterioratingcivil warin Libyaand the measures taam the influx of migrants to
Italy 15¢ This section attempts to provide insight in the impact of these developments on the modus
operandi of Nigerian sex trafficking networks.

2.1 Structure and size of Nigerian trafficking networks

The 2015 EASO report eax trafficking oNigerianwomen indicated that these operatiom®nsised

of networks with cellular structures, of which cells opertedependently while drawing on an
extensive network of personal contadtsrun these operations®’ It found madams ad members of
confraternities(also often referred to asults), which started out as student organisations but evolved
into criminal groupsto be central to the proces$®However, it also identified conflicting visions with
regard to the modus operandif traffickers and roles of/hierarchy between the different actors
involved!®® Recent criminal investigations into and prosecutions of Nigerian sex traffickers in various
EUMemberSateshave increased the level of insight into the mechanisms of this phenom&has

have studies with Nigerian trafficking victims in Europe and Nig&ria.

These sources mostly confirm the involvement of both actors in sex trafficking of Nigerian women,
but continue to put forward differing views on the relations between these actors and do not provide
clear insight in the way in which the situation in Libya has chatigethodus operandi of trafficking
networks. The existence of these different viewpoingstly attests to the opaque nature of Nigerian

sex trafficking and the lack bigh qualitydata on this phenomenon, but could also reflecas the
2015EASO report on sex trafficking suggestdtht modus operandi differentiate between different
trafficking cells'®? Various expertemphasisedhe need for more research on the functioning of
Nigerian trafficking networks in order to make authoritative claims about their functiofifibhe
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following paragraphs explore the most recent insights about Nigetiafficking networks and
potential explanations for changes in modus operandi.

2.1.1 Madams

According to theEASO report on sex trafficking of Nigerian women (20d®)st sources indicatke
thatsoOl f £ SR WYl R YaQX bA3ISNAR I \ostitatesYhShé pastiai/orverad i f & 6 ;
victims of sexual exploitation in Europe themselusste at the centre of these network$? They
initiated recruitment of victims, financed the journey and monitored the exploitation in {alyhe
report specified that madams often operated in couples, with one madam being located in Europe
and the other in Nigeri&® Madams mostly relied on the support ofganisedcrime groups with
representatives in destinations along the trafficking routelan Europe to facilitate the journey of
female trafficking victims from Nigeria to the E{)Various dminal investigations into Nigerian
trafficking rings in Europe confirmed the continuing prominence of the moetgiredon these female
traffickers in the organisation of sex trafficking from Nigeria to Europe. These women were core
suspects in criminal investigations into trafficking in for instance $faiRrancé®, Italy'’,
Belgiunt’, and Germany/?However, as will bdiscussed in the subsequent paragraphs, some recent
court cases in Europe put into question the enduring prominence of this model.

Ladies clubs

In someEuropearcountries(e.g. France, Belgium aiitle Netherlandsy® madams have established
ladies clubswhich sometimes have ties to similar groups in NigaAfaile there is strong evidence
that these Europébased ladielubsg which consist entirely of madangsare involved in trafficking

GKSNBE Aa y2 02y O0ftdzaigdS SgJnekk&saihSnvalved irithispradi&ENA |y £ |
Neverthelessijt has been suggestedl K i f I RASAQ Of dzoa WF2NXY |y AyGS
YIRFYa (2 aGNBy3aJldKSy (GKS fAy1a™oSisgSSy GKSAN 24y

Impact of the situation in Libya on actitres of madams

Madams are also based in Libya, where Nigerian sex trafficking victims are expioitesir wayto
Europe orwhere Libyasometimes acts as the final destination. Madams in Italy and Libya cooperate
and/or engage in a two way process eflimg and buying Nigerian women and gifkSome research
indicated that madams have lost influence over trafficking operations because of the developments
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in Libya’", where Libyan criminals and armed groups are in charge of Nigerian women/girls as soon
as they cross the bordéf8In this regard, IOM remarked in 2017 that:

Whe control of victims by traffickers during their stay in transit countries is made difficult b
the social and political instability reigning in these countries. Particular reference is made to
Libya, the last stop before sea crossing, where victims of trafficking wait to embark, along with
other migrants, for variable periods of time. If in thesparaffickers were able to monitor
their victims, while in the last year, because of instability and the rise of rebel groups, they
have not been able to have a full control over the situatih.

These Libyan actors have been accused of both sexuallyitexgp Nigerian women as well as forcing
their family members back home or madams in Italy to pay ransom in exchange for their libé#ation.
Others indicatd that Nigerian trafficking networks have representatives in Lilyhave managed to
make agreemets with Libyan criminals, and are increasingly in charge of the trafficking/smuggling of
individuals of other (WesAfrican) nationalitie$®

2.1.2 Organised crime networks and cults

Madams rely on the services of othe¢gsmostly meng during various stags of the trafficking
trajectory 1% Insights about the relationships and power dynamics between madams and organised
crime groups differentiateSome sources suggestthat madams mostly rely on these men for various
serviceqfor more detailssee below)® Other (European law enforcement) sources indichtbat -

in Italy notably- certain powerful Nigerian criminal gangs are actually in charge of trafficking
operations!® Others argud these groups control some of the territories where the madams run their
prostitution businesses and require them to pay tax for the right to be active in these terrif§ries
but are not actually engaged in trafficking themsel&s.

Synerges between madams and organised crime groups

The NGO ECPAT France, which conducted researatietworks of human trafficking in Nigeria,
indicated that a symbiosis exists between madams anichinals, who often belong to stalled cults.
Cultsoriginated as confraternities in Nigerian universities, but developed into violent gangs, which
terrorise campuses and have become increasingly involved in violence and crime outside universities
as well*® Madams mostly rely othe criminalsfor a range 6 service®¥®, and often have romantic
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2018,url, p. 14

181Belgium, Myria, Jaarlijks Evaluatieverslag Mensenhandel 2019 [Annual Evaluation Report Human Trafficking 2019], 2020,
url, p. 58; Heeringa, ATeam Leader Perspectives on Rights, Salvation ,Aamgil exchange 23 February 2021

182Heeringa, A.Team Leaderd?spectives on Rights, Salvation Armagnail exchange 23 February 2021

183 |nternational Organisation A, confidential report December 2020, p. 26

184ECPATReligious, Social and Criminal Groups in Trafficking of Nigerian Girls and Women, Marcin 20115

185 European Migrant Smuggling Centré&, Annual Report, 202Qrl, p. 21

186 |dahosa, R. Evon, Founder/Executive Director Pathfinders Justice Initiative, interview 24 FebruaABZDOREwWS, In a

ruined city on the Italian coast, the Nigerian mafia is muscling in on the oldX6d¥arch 2020url. The academic researcher

Irene Peano also indicated that there are indications that Nigerian organised crimpsgaoebenefiting fromjoint rental

(i.e. they control the territory and exact taxes on all illicit economic activities) and that some of the money made through
trafficking of women/girls gets reinvested in the drug business. However, she also indicated this phenomenon has not been
sufficiently researched to make definite claims. Peano, I., University of Lisbon, email exchange 27 February 2021.

187 Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March 2021
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relationships witithem.**° Victims in France indicatefbr instancethat before their departuremen

accompanied them to shrines to take oatfist Yy R G KIF G G KS@& I ®argnspbrihg SR | &
victims from Nigria to destination countrie$® These meralso exered LINS & 8 dzZNB 2y @GA OG A Y
members when victims faitl to pay their debts® The research showed thabale accomplicesg

often in their capacity of boyfriends dEuropebased madams; also provided ervices in the

destination country. These included the provision of apartments, conflict management between
madams who are operating in the same territory, and debt collection amongst trafficking victims
sometimesthrough violent means®

Nigerian orgarsed crime groups in charge of trafficking operations?

Conflicting accounts exist about the extent to whidigerian organised crime groupse in charge of
trafficking operations themselvewhat is the role of madams in these groupsid howclosely they
are linked to confraternitiegults, which suggests that from one case of trafficking to another, the
degree of involvement of these various actors might not be the s&fne.

Some stakeholders identified the emergence of sophisticated and palvdigerian organised crime
networks in charge of trafficking operations via tleentral Mediterranean route. Europol, for
instance emphasisedn a 2020 report that powerful Nigerian cults are at the heart of sex trafficking
operations'®’

Wh A 3 S NXR ks achyeged éignificant influence in EU organised crime by regular
cooperation with local criminal groups. Besides THB, Nigerian networks are known to be active
in other criminal businesses linked to THB, such as fraud, corruption, migrant smuggling,
courterfeiting of documents and money laundering. They are also involved in trafficking and
distribution of various types of drugs and currency counterfeiting.

Most of the groups are soalled confraternities; often cult groups that developed in Nigerian
universities. They are based on gang culture with a strict hierarchy and using specific colours,
gestures and language. They are well organised both geographically and logistically, and are
able to mobilise a large number of human resources. One of their niangths is their
distribution in hubs along the trafficking routes from Nigeria to transit and destination
countries, and the support of personal contacts carrying out various activities linked to the
OGN FFAO|I A3 o0dzAAYySaaonQ

Citingltaly's national antiafia and antierrorism prosecutor Federico Cafiero de Ranépmigrants

suggested thathese networkshave awell-establishedpresencethroughout Europer Th& Nigerian

crime world has "sections in almost all Italian regions and all European counti&&aho said. In

Italy, there are various brotherhoodssuch as the Axe, Eiye andhore recently- Viking that seem

"for the time being not connected to each othe®® Some journalistd Y RA OF 6§ SR (1 KIF G WiK
Y I T with@pecific reference to the Black Axs)in charge of human trafficking of both Nigerian

women and men in southern Italy, sharing some of the profit with the local rf&f@imilarly,

reporting byanother media ouet indicated that also in Sicily sex trafficking of Nigerian women and

190 ECPATReligious, Social and Criminal Groups in Trafficking of Nigerian Girls and Women, Margh, 20196 Maria
Shaidrova, PhD Candidate Tilburg University, interview 24 February 2021

1ECPATReligious, Social and Criminal Groups in Trafficking of Nigerian Girls and Women, Marcinl 2011957
192Trolleys are illegal smugglers for humans across borders.

198 ECPATReligious, Social and Criminal Groups in Trafficking of Nigerian Girls ameh\\arch 2019url, p. 168

194 ECPATReligious, Social and Criminal Groups in Trafficking of Nigerian Girls and Women, Marcin 2§11 968169
195 ECPATReligious, Social and Criminal Groups in Trafficking of Nigerian Girls and Women, Marcinl 2011%52

16 EASO analysis by drafter.

197 European Migrant Smuggling Centre? Annual Report, 202Qrl, p. 21

198 Eyropean Migrant Smuggling Centré&, Annual Report, 202Qrl, pp. 2122

19 |nfomigrants, 'African mafias work together in Italy,’ national prosecutor says, 29 Novemben2019,

200 ABC News, In a ruined city on the Italian coast, the Nigerian mafia is muscling in on the old mob, 16 Margth 2020,
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JANI & KFra 0S02YS AyONBlIaAy3dfte 2NHIFIYAASR o6FyR @A
societies and criminal gangs, such as thealted Black Axe, Vikings or Supreme Eiy¢l ( SNy A (& Qo
Other sources have found that whilmen and maledominated crime groups are playing an
increasingly important role in sex trafficking, these actors are not necessarily linked toAcktench

research study into the functioning of trafficking networks quoted a law enforcement official, who

stated that: Where is definitely a development here, where ttmadams are now one of the

elements of a much more complex organisation in whicmrplay an increasingly important rof@?

A criminal investigation into a French trafficking network, for instance, indicated that a Nigerian
WLINASAGQ 41 & lyénbased Kaffiskint yetwdrky/ conkisting of tewomen and
approximately a dozen malaccompliced®®

No high levels oengagement of Nigerian organised crime groupssex trafficking

Nigerian stakeholders and international researchers who extensively studied Nigerian sex trafficking,
however,challenge the entire notion that highly orgaised Nigerian crime groups are in charge of
sex trafficking® A study by an international organisation indicated that:

Bome stakeholders felt that the major involvement of cults or confraternities in trafficking
was moreof a myth than the reality, agdfficking was much more fluid arabportunistic,
thriving on theinsecurity and lack of opportunity in the country. It was also considler
dzy K St LIJF dzf  { 2 wheh gl arg® &f criminad §/ped @ere involved. European
stakeholdes consulted tended to focus arports about the involvement of cult groups, with
much of the inbrmation stemming from Europeapolice reports rather than from law
enforcement agencies in Nigef8®

Variousexperts consulted for this EASO repasiso aquestiored the existence of a high level of
organisation within Nigerian trafficking operations. Based on fieldwork amongst migrant communities
in Palermo, Maria Shaidrova questioned the actual power of and level of organisation amongst cults
in Italy. Shandicated that whileltaly-based cult members did assist madams, they were neither in
charge of sex trafficking, nor highdyganisedn their activities?® Sine Plambech also indicated that

she had found no evidence through ethnographic research, thaEtirepebased Nigerian orgasgd

crime groups which are involved in trafficking of drugs and weapons are now organising human
trafficking from Nigeria to Europe as wéll.

In 2021 the Swedish police had no clear evidence that Nigerian cults, which g&ged in drug
trafficking in Sweden, are in charge of sex trafficking operations as well, according to reporting in the
media and information provided by an anonymous soufée.

Madams paying tax to orgased crime groups

Sources indicated that in certai¢atiors in Europe, where Nigerian orgaad crime groups which
engage in drug trafficking hd a strong presence e.g. Marseille, Castel Volturno and Sicilypight
indeed try to benefit from human trafficking orgaad by madams, by forcing madams to/gax.The

201 DW, How the 'Nigerian mafia' exploits African women in Europe, 25 December2019,
202ECPATReligious, Social and Criminal Groups in Traffickibigerian Girls and Women, p. 170, March 2Qi9,
203 |Infomigrants, Nigerian sex trafficking syndicate on trial in France , 6 November2019,[ S a2y RSI Wdzalj dzQt &
prison pour 24 mem NBE& RQdzy NB&aShkdz RS LINPadGAdGdziAz2uwl RS FSYYS& yAISNRI
204 Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March RG2ia Shaidrova, PhD Candidate Tilburg University,

interview 24 February 2021

205 |nternational Organisation A, confidential report December 2020, p. 25

206 Maria Shaidrova, PhD Candiddiburg University, interview 24 February 2021

207 Plambech, S., Senior Researcher DIIS, interview 1 March 2021

208 European diplomat, email exchange 11 February 2021; Sputnik International, 'Black Axe'": Reports of African Drug Mafi

Taking Over Sweden, 23ya019,url
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director of a Nigerian antrafficking NGO noticed this dynamic during a field visit to Castel Volturno.
Female trafficking victims informed her, that their madams had to pay organised crime groups to let
their women/girls use parts of the ste¢ in Castel Volturno for street prostitutioi®® However,
research showd that prostitution in places such as Marseille has historically relied on territorial
protection and informal taxation, in which African pimps have played a role since the begifttieg o

20" century?® Sources, thereforejndicated that in order to make robust claims about this
phenomenonand the degree to which Nigerian organised crime groups are involved in this practice
today, more research is required*

2.2 Means of recruitment for trafficking

The 2015 EASO report on sex trafficking of Nigerian women identified different modelsefor t
recruitment of women from Benin City/Edo State in particular. It cited sources that indicated that: 1)
women themselves would approach traffick€fs2) family members or acquaintances would put
them in contact with trafficked® or 3) women would be@proached by strangers on the stre@t.

Recent research and articles in media conéichthe continuing existence of each of these models.

Some sources indicated the existence of a fourth more fragmetédY dz3 3t Ay 3Q Y2RSt 4§
journey from Nigeria d Europe would not necessarily be controlled and organised by one
madam/trafficker from beginning to end. Some researchers argue that this model has become more
important, because madams have lost control over the trafficking trajectory due to the intgeicuri

Libya, and it has become more difficult to traffic women into Europe due to measure to stop the influx

of migrants via the Mediterranean (seBection®.1 and 2.5). This sectiorfirst discusses the
developments surrounding the traditional model and then delves deeper into the more fragmented
smuggling model.

2.2.1 Recruitment in Nigeria

A study of recruitment practices in a specific area of Benin GityaNigerian antitrafficking NGO
indicated that various types of individuals are involved in the creation of links between traffickers and
potential victims. On the side of the traffickesome madams are based in Nigeria arelthemselves
recruiting women and girlsSome Europbased madams regularly travel themselves to Nigeria to
recruit victim$'®, or use middlemen. These include their boyfrienddo they send to Nigeria to

209]dahosa, R. Evon, Founder/Executive Director Pathfinders Justice Initiative, interview 24 February 2021

210 See for igtance:Sylvain, P., Souteneurs noirs a Marseille, 18981 Contribution a I'histoire de la minorité noire en

France [*], Annaledistoire, Sciences Sociales, 2009, pp.1361-1386

21pdzF NRAFY 0¢KSOX WaAdNlryida INB Y2NB LINBFAGIOES GKIFY RNHzIAC
2018, url; Plambech, S., Senior Research DIIS, interview 1 March 2021; Peano, I., University of Lisbon, email exchange 27
February 2021

212EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information Repligeriac Sex Trafficking of women, October 208, p. 22-23. Source:

Plambech, S., Points of Departure, 2014, p.39; Skilbrei, 81.M. Tveit, Facing return, 2007, p. 27; Pascoal, R., The situation

ofthe Nigerianhuhy G NI} FFAO|{AYy 3 @GAOGAYAQ YR GKSANI OKAt RNBY Ay LGkt
2I3EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information Repligeriac Sex Trafficking of women, October 2008, p. 22-23. Source:

Skilbrei, M:L. & M. Tveit, Facing return, 2007, p. 27; DIS, Protection of victims of trafficking in Nigeria, April 2008, p. 30;
Carling, J., Migration, Human Smuggling and Trafficking from Nigeria to Europe, 2006, pdia7o Lerafficking in Women,

May 2006, p. 14; Cherti, M. et al., Beyond Borders, January 2013,{39. 38

214EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information Repligeriac Sex Trafficking of women, October 208, p. 2223. Source:

Skilbrei, M:L. & M. Tveit, Facing return, 2007, p. 27; Cherti, M. et al., Beyond Borders, January 2013, p. 39. Cherti., M. et al.,
Beyond Borders, January 2013, pp 5, 39. See for anecdotaheeidBBC, Human traffickinghe lives bought and sold, 28

July 2015.
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recruit for them2® They also rely on family members back hédmdormer trafficking victim&®, or

various types of professional recruiters includingcstied burgers (also known as trolleys or
connection men: men who accompany victims durin@ part of - the journey), scouters, juju

priest$'® and Christianpastors?® ¢ KS &S WLINR F ®rd ard gratloniin@ntlyNadroeNJazid (

operate both in the streets as well as online via social media and What$App.

2 A0K NB3IFNR (G2 (GKS @OAOGAYAQ &ARGthattheBSdddhgmiodal, i dzZRA S a
in which family members or other acquadmices encourage a girl to be trafficked to Europe is most
common?? According to HumarRghts Watch the majority of the 76 trafficking survivors they
AYGSNBASGESRE alAR WGKSe& 6SNBE GNIFTFAO|ISR o0& LIS2LI
falseLINE YAaSa 2F LI AR SYLX 2@ YSy i 2HeverSacconiggyid f G NI
Pathfinders Justice Initiatiyenany of what they descrilter & WK St LISNEQ WI NB ISy SN
to organsed criminal networks and generally unaware of thiedrent dangers that lay in wait for their
NEONHA G&Q FyYyR FINB wi2 + t1 NHS SEGSYld wX8 3ISyday
suffering from abject poverty find a better life abrd@& According to Apard and others, parergs

and particularlymothers¢ in EdoSate usually instigate the trafficking of their (oldest) daughters by

getting in touch with theNigeriabased families of madant$ This phenomenon also received

coverage in international med?®

Sources confirmd that in Benin City/Ed&tate some girls/women themselves actively ledKor
opportunities to travel to Europe via trafficket¥ InthisNBE 3+ NR { 2 LKA S {l Y&y NBYI
women are approached themselves in Edo, but there are also those who contact their friends in
9dzNRB LIS YR &1 FNBdzyR T2NJ alLlZ¥a2NAR 6K2 | NB GSNE

2.2.2 Smuggling model

Sources distinguigid two types of journeys from Nigeria to Libya. The first tymmsists ofthe
W2NHIF yAaSR 22d2NySeéaQ RSaNNhEE Ratibns @S ah Dings amdBE = | O
Crime(UNODGCW K A -&riictuged smuggling networks offer to take clients from their country of origin

G2 GKS [Aoely O2lad 2N S@Sy G2 (KSisthestepBysieg y I G A

2y
journeys, where? S OK aYdzZa3f SNE RNAOSNI 2N AYGSNYSRAFNBE A2
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segment of travel from one location to anoth& According to UNODC, most migrants from Western

Africa to Italy use the second option, except for Nigerian women beeafticked?®, for whom the

gK2tS GNI2SOG2NE A& 2NHIFIYA&ASR® ¢KAa W2NHlIyAaSR 2
has received most attention in international research and reporting about sex trafficking from Nigeria.
Experts, howeveindicated that some Nigerian women who eadup as victims of sexual exploitation

actually organised their journeys themselves and relied on smugglers to go to Libya and subsequently
Europé®!, and were not in debt bondage to a madam at the outset of timirney 23

The Director of a Nigerian NGO estindhthat one out of ten Nigerian women who leave from Edo
State dd so ¢ initially ¢ without the support of a sponsdf® These women either saved up money in
advance orworkedduring the journey.Some diplomts and NGOsbelieva that it is difficult to
distinguish between smuggling and trafficking cases in view of the abuse and exploitation experienced
by Nigerian migrants during the journegnd suggestethat trafficking often occurred as a result of
smuggh’ 3 W3 2 y&VasiduRsguicesdndicated that many of the women who left by themselves
ended up in some sort of debt bondage to smugglers because they ran out of money during the
journey?®, and/or were tricked by their smugglers and sold to traffickers, often resulting in sexual
exploitationinseOl £ £ SR WO2 yy S O &#Nieyire&t® afza Ngeran ariaffickingdNed
confirmed the existence of this practice. She indicated thamen who left Nigeria without the
support of a sponsor, usually had to rely on a sponsor to pay the crossing of the Mediterranean. When
making the crossing these women got the name of an unknown person they would have to contact
upon arrival in Italy, Wwo then turned out to be the person who would exploit them in Euréidé

similar method was described in an article in the Guardién.

2.2.3 Recruitment along the way

The journey has become less organised than in the, @b for most of the women whastravel is

funded by traffickers. According Rafaela | 8 021 f Wy2gl RIFeéa (GKS LKIFIasS 27
more complex to comprehend, in which the girl has no awareness regarding its beginning and
duration.@*® Pathfinders Justice Initiative confiedthis:

Ut should be noted that although traffickers contend that victims are indebted to them for the
overland journey from Nigeria, many victims are regularly abandoned en route to Europe. In
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