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Disclaimer 
 

This response to a COI query has been elaborated according to the Common EU Guidelines for Processing COI 
and EASO COI Report Methodology.  
 
The information provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care within 
a limited time frame. All sources used are referenced. A quality review has been performed in line with the above 
mentioned methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive neither conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or organisation is not mentioned in the 
report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the person or organisation does not exist. 
Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal position.  
 
The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EASO and makes no political statement 
whatsoever. 
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COI QUERY RESPONSE 

 
Background information 
 
In October and November 2010, presidential elections took place in Ivory Coast. As documented in 
the US Department of State report on human rights practices for 2011, the outgoing president Laurent 
Gbagbo did not accept the results of the vote, despite international pressure; as claimed in the same 
report, ‘[t]he UN and international and domestic observer missions declared the vote fair and 
democratic and recognized Ouattara as the country’s duly elected president 1. Gbagbo’s refusal to step 
down from presidency plunged the country into a standoff, which lasted six months, until his capture 
in April 2011 and the formal appointment of Alassane Ouattara as new president of Ivory Coast in May 
20112.  
 
As sources indicate, post-electoral violence in the country was perpetrated by both sides3. According 
to International Crisis Group (2011), Gbagbo could rely on the ‘loyalty of the military and police chiefs 
at the head of the best equipped units’4; the pro-Ouattara forces were, in turn, mainly composed of 
‘ex-members of rebel group Forces Nouvelles (FN), which previously controlled northern Côte d'Ivoire, 
and volunteers’, as reported in the UNHCR COI report on Ivory Coast5. 
 
Another report on Ivory Coast by International Crisis Group (2011) further elaborates on this: 
 

‘two separate armed forces controlled Côte d’Ivoire. The Defence and Security Forces (FDS), 
with 55,000 men, under the command of the president and the former rebels of the Forces 
Nouvelles army (FAFN) with about 10,000 men. At the beginning of the post-electoral crisis, 
most senior officers in the FDS pledged their allegiance to the outgoing president, while the 
FAFN lined up behind Ouattara. As the crisis unfolded, part of the FDS went over to Ouattara, 
another part remained loyal to Gbagbo and a third part preferred to desert’6. 

 
The same source also reports that, on 17 March 2011, Ouattara ‘announced the creation of the 
Republican Forces of Côte d’Ivoire (Forces républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire – FRCI), composed of FDS 
elements who had come over to his side and the former rebel forces of the FN’7. This information is 
confirmed by the aforementioned US Department of State report on human rights practices8 and by 
information collected, in 2012, during a fact-finding mission to Ivory Coast conducted by the French 
Office for the Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons (OFPRA)9. A 2011 report by Human Rights 

                                                           
1 US DoS, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2011 – Cote d’Ivoire, 24 May 2012, p.1 (url).  
2 US DoS, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2011 – Cote d’Ivoire, 24 May 2012, p.1 (url). 
3 US DoS, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2011 – Cote d’Ivoire, 24 May 2012, p. 1 (url); Human Rights Watch, 
World Report 2015: Events of 2014, 2015, p. 174 (url); Human Rights Watch, Côte d’Ivoire: Ouattara Forces Kill, Rape Civilians 
During Offensive, 09 April 2011, (url); Le Monde, Massacres dans l’ouest : les pro-Ouattara mis en cause, 03 April 2011 (url); 
RFI, Côte d’Ivoire: violentes représailles contre les pro-Gbagbo, 12 April 2011 (url).  
4 International Crisis Group, Cote d’Ivoire: is war the only option?, Africa Report N°171, 3 March 2011, p. 10, (url).  
5 UNHCR, Côte d’Ivoire – COI Compilation, August 2017, p. 39 (url). 
6 International Crisis Group, A critical period for ensuring stability in Côte d’Ivoire, 1 August 2011, p. 3 (url).  
7 International Crisis Group, A critical period for ensuring stability in Côte d’Ivoire, 1 August 2011, p. 3 (url). 
8 US DoS, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2011 – Cote d’Ivoire, 24 May 2012, p.1 (url). 
9 OFPRA, Rapport de mission en République de Côte d’Ivoire, 26 novembre au 7 décembre 2012, Publication May 2013, p. 78 
(url). 

https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/186399.pdf
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/186399.pdf
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/186399.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/wr2015_web.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2011/04/09/cote-divoire-ouattara-forces-kill-rape-civilians-during-offensive
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2011/04/03/massacres-dans-l-ouest-les-pro-ouattara-mis-en-cause_1502414_3212.html
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20110412-nord-abidjan-heurts-poursuivent-entre-forces-republicaines-pro-gbagbo
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/171-cote-d-ivoire-is-war-the-only-option.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/60075
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/a-critical-period-for-ensuring-stability-in-cote-divoire.pdf
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/a-critical-period-for-ensuring-stability-in-cote-divoire.pdf
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/186399.pdf
https://ofpra.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/atoms/files/rapport_de_mission_en_cote_divoire_2012.pdf
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Watch titled ‘Côte d’Ivoire: Ouattara Forces Kill, Rape Civilians During Offensive’ further specifies that 
‘[t]he Republican Forces also include former Ivorian army soldiers, policemen, and gendarmes who 
have recently defected from Gbagbo's side’10. 
 
The aforementioned fact-finding mission report on Ivory Coast by OFPRA also gives the names of the 
militia groups that sided with Ouattara in the post-electoral phase: the Dozos, composed of traditional 
hunters from the North, and the ‘Invisible Commando’, based in the town of Abobo in Abidjan11, 
whose leader – as a CNN article reports – ‘played an important role in ousting the Gbagbo regime’12.    
 
Information on forced recruitment of men in pro-Ouattara forces between 2011 and 2012 
 
Human Rights Watch (2011) reports on cases of severe abuses and human right violations committed 
by pro-Ouattara forces, particularly against members of the pro-Gbagbo ethnic group Guéré in the 
country’s far west, along the border with Liberia. Among the exactions documented, the report 
mentions a testimony on abduction by pro-Ouattara forces of young boys, who would be forcibly 
transferred to the city of Man to become soldiers. The witness interviewed by Human Rights Watch 
recounts the following:  

 
‘Killing my husband wasn't enough; they took my little brother as a soldier. They said, "Today 
you will become a soldier. We are going to take you to Man. In Man, you will become a 
soldier". Man is where their base is, those who are shooting us, the Forces Nouvelles. They 
took him by force to the truck. There were at least six other young boys inside waiting, 
including children that looked as young as 10. I didn't recognize them, but they were boys in 
civilian clothes, with fear on their faces. I heard the boys begging [for] forgiveness as the men 
came back, but the soldiers didn't reply. They pushed my brother in with the other boys, got 
back in and drove off. I've had no news of my little brother since’13. 

 
The witness then adds: 
 

‘The men who killed my husband were military men carrying knives, machetes, and Kalashes. 
They were wearing warriors' gris-gris [traditional amulets often worn by fighters from the 
north], jean pants, and military camouflage tops. It was clear they were pro-Ouattara forces’14. 

 
Among all sources consulted and within the timeframe allocated for this query, no further sources 
have been found reporting cases of forced enlistment of men in pro-Ouattara forces.  
 
It is worth noting, however, that some sources consulted15 report on the killing, in April 2011, of 
Ibrahim Coulibaly, leader of the pro-Ouattara militia “Invisible Commando”, a few days after an order 

                                                           
10 Human Rights Watch, Côte d’Ivoire: Ouattara Forces Kill, Rape Civilians During Offensive, 09 April 2011, (url). 
11 OFPRA, Rapport de mission en République de Côte d’Ivoire, 26 novembre au 7 décembre 2012, Publication May 2013, p. 
19-20 (url). 
12 CNN, Pro-Ouattara militia leader killed by president’s forces, 28 April 2011 (url). 
13 Human Rights Watch, Côte d’Ivoire: Ouattara Forces Kill, Rape Civilians During Offensive, 09 April 2011, (url). 
14 Human Rights Watch, Côte d’Ivoire: Ouattara Forces Kill, Rape Civilians During Offensive, 09 April 2011, (url). 
15 ACCORD, Anfragebeantwortung zur Côte d'Ivoire: 1) Informationen zum Gefängnis Maca; 2) Aufstand und Flucht im Juni 
oder Juli 2012 im bzw. aus dem Gefängnis Maca; 3) Lage von AnhängerInnen Coulibalys (Repression von staatlicher Seite und 
seitens AnhängerInnen Soro Guillaumes; aktuelle Lage), [a-8252], 6 February 2013 (url); CNN, Pro-Ouattara militia leader 
killed by president’s forces, 28 April 2011, (url); France24, ‘Invisible Commando’ militia chief killed in Abidjan raid, 28 April 
2011 (url); OFPRA, Rapport de mission en République de Côte d’Ivoire, 26 novembre au 7 décembre 2012, Publication May 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2011/04/09/cote-divoire-ouattara-forces-kill-rape-civilians-during-offensive
https://ofpra.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/atoms/files/rapport_de_mission_en_cote_divoire_2012.pdf
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/04/28/ivory.coast.violence/index.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2011/04/09/cote-divoire-ouattara-forces-kill-rape-civilians-during-offensive
https://www.hrw.org/news/2011/04/09/cote-divoire-ouattara-forces-kill-rape-civilians-during-offensive
https://www.ecoi.net/de/dokument/1236613.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/04/28/ivory.coast.violence/index.html
http://www.france24.com/en/20110428-ivory-coast-militia-leader-killed-Abidjan-raid-coulibaly-shootout-invisible-commando
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had been addressed by Ouattara to ‘all militias who still had arms to lay down their weapons or be 
disarmed by force’16. Such sources affirm that Coulibaly was killed by forces loyal to Ouattara himself 
after his refusal to ‘disarm and join the new army, as the president had ordered’17. According to these 
sources, Coulibaly had long ‘been at odds with the [Ouattara’s] now prime minister’ Guillaume Soro18. 
 
A report by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), published 
in 2014, makes reference to a generalised practice of forced recruitment and armament of youths 
(thousands, according to OHCHR), in the post-electoral crisis19. More details are provided, in this 
respect, in another OHCHR report published in 2011:  
 

‘some youths were forcibly abducted and taken to the training centres to be used later as 
human shields should ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African States] forces enter 
the country. Many were promised integration into the regular police force and the army. Some 
youths who had already completed their training were sent to the field with military uniform 
and weapons, while others have been kept in training centres, hotels and other venues’20. 

 
According to professor Ismaila Bakayoko from the University of Cocody (Abidjan), among factors of 
enrollment for young men in the post-election crisis in Abidjan, ‘forced enlistment’ accounted for 
5.46%. This implies, as the author specifies, that ‘for 5% of them, mobilization began under the 
pressure of an individual often a soldier or a relative who is a political leader’21. 
 
A report of the UN Secretary-General on children and armed conflict, published in 2012, reports on 
cases of child recruitment, particularly in the run-up to the elections and in the post-electoral phase 
until April 2011. As specified in the report, such practice was carried out by both sides:  
 

‘Thirty-seven cases of recruitment and use were verified by the country task forces on 
monitoring and reporting, although the total is believed to be higher. Children and youth 
participated in self-defence groups instituted by supporters of both sides. Children were seen 
manning checkpoints in collaboration with the Jeunes patriotes and elements of the Forces 
républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI) in the period covering January to April 2011’22. 

 
Such information is confirmed by the 2011 report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Côte 
d’Ivoire, which informs that, since the beginning of the conflict, children underwent violations of their 
rights, among which enforced recruitment, carried out by both parties:  
 

                                                           
2013, p. 20-21 (url); The New York Times, Ivory Coast Warlord Dies During Battle With Troops, 27 April 2011 (url); The 
Guardian, Ivory Coast warlord Ibrahim Coulibaly, 28 April 2011 (url). 
16 CNN, Pro-Ouattara militia leader killed by president’s forces, 28 April 2011 (url). 
17 CNN, Pro-Ouattara militia leader killed by president’s forces, 28 April 2011 (url). 
18 France24, ‘Invisible Commando’ militia chief killed in Abidjan raid, 28 April 2011 (url). 
19 OHCHR, Compilation prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in accordance with 
paragraph 15 (b) of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1 and paragraph 5 of the annex to Council resolution 
16/21, A/HRC/WG.6/19/CIV/2, 14 February 2014, p. 6 (url).  
20 OHCHR, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the situation of human rights in Côte d’Ivoire, 
A/HRC/16/79, 25 February 2011, p. 12 (url).  
21 Bakayoko, I., Anomie and deviance of civilians in armed conflict in Côte d'Ivoire: the case of young volunteers during the 
post-election crisis in Abidjan, in Sociologie şi Asistenţă Socială - Tom VI/1/2013, 2013, p. 116-117 (url).  
22 UN Secretary-General, Children and armed conflict, A/66/782–S/2012/261, 26 April 2012, p. 6 (url).  

https://ofpra.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/atoms/files/rapport_de_mission_en_cote_divoire_2012.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/28/world/africa/28ivorycoast.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/apr/28/ivory-coast-renegade-warlord-ibrahim-coulibaly
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/04/28/ivory.coast.violence/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/04/28/ivory.coast.violence/index.html
http://www.france24.com/en/20110428-ivory-coast-militia-leader-killed-Abidjan-raid-coulibaly-shootout-invisible-commando
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1117707/1930_1398855007_g1410994.pdf
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4d8b3e162.html
https://anale.fssp.uaic.ro/index.php/asas/article/download/67/58
http://www.inew.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/UN-SG-2012-Report-on-Children-and-Armed-Conflict.pdf
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‘The recruitment and use of children by all parties to the conflict were documented in the 
west and in Abidjan. Children, sometimes of very young age, were briefly trained and armed 
and were used at roadblocks, in neighbourhood surveillance and/or fighting’23. 

 
The report, however, provides information, in particular, on a case of forced recruitment involving a 
young Ivorian that ‘had been captured in Doke by members of FRCI [Republican Forces of Ivory Coast, 
established by Ouattara in March 2011]’24. The report further specifies that ‘[u]pon his refusal to take 
up arms, they had forced him to prepare their food. They had explained to him that they would not 
let him leave as they feared that he would give FDS information about their positions’25. 
 
Information on recruitment of children by forces linked to Ouattara’s camp is also provided in another 
report of the UN Secretary-General, published in 2011. The paper informs that, during the crisis, 
children were recruited into ‘militia groups and other armed groups loosely affiliated with FRCI, while 
the incidence of child recruitment was relatively low in the regular armed forces’26.  
 

  

                                                           
23 UN General Assembly, Report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Côte d’Ivoire, A/HRC/17/48, 1 July 2011, p. 21 
(url).  
24 UN General Assembly, Report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Côte d’Ivoire, A/HRC/17/48, 1 July 2011, p. 21 
(url). 
25 UN General Assembly, Report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Côte d’Ivoire, A/HRC/17/48, 1 July 2011, p. 22 
(url). 
26 UN Secretary-General, Twenty-eighth report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire, 
S/2011/387, 24 June 2011, p. 10 (url). 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/143/75/PDF/G1114375.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/143/75/PDF/G1114375.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/143/75/PDF/G1114375.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/Cote%20d'Ivoire%20S%202011%20387.pdf
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