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Question/Subject  

 

 
 
1. What is the law pertaining to possession of false documents? 
2. Is the law enforced in practice? By whom? 
3. Do the authorities know if someone has left on false documents? If so, how? 
4. What happens, in practice, to those having left on false documents when they return to DRC (or 
afterwards)? Are there any reported/followed-up case(s) you are aware of? 

 
 

 
 

Disclaimer 

The response to this COI query has been elaborated according to the EASO COI Query User Guide, the 
Common EU Guidelines for Processing COI and the EASO COI Report Methodology. The information 
provided has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care within a limited time frame. 
However, this document does not pretend to be exhaustive neither conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to international protection status. If a certain event, person or organisation is not 
mentioned in the response, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the person 
or organisation does not exist.  

Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal position.  

The information in the report does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EASO and makes no political 
statement whatsoever. 

The target audience is case workers, COI researchers, policy makers, and decision making authorities. 

The answer was finalised in Malta on 17 November 2016. Any event taking place after this date is not 
included in this answer. 

 

Contributing Countries 

The final answer is based on information provided by COI experts from DE, FI, LU, NL, SE and EASO.  
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1. What is the law pertaining to possession of false documents? 
 
The law pertaining to the use of false documents in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is the 
Code Code Pénal Congolais (Congolese Penal Code), Section IV: des Faux Commis en Ecritures, art. 
124-127: 
  

 A person using a fraudulent document with intent will be tried as the person who produced 
the false document (article 126). Prison term varies from six months to five years and or a fine 
(art. 124) (1).  

2. Is the law enforced in practice? By whom? 

The Direction Générale de Migration (DGM) is a body under DRC’s Ministry of Interior, mandated to 
manage migratory flows, namely through ‘border control, checking travel documents 
and implementing police measures over migrants’ (2). 

The steps DGM undertakes to verify documents used to cross borders are described in DGM’s official 
website, under Control Procedure (Procédure de Contrôle) (3), as are the steps taken on discovering a 
fraudulent document (Mesures de Police aux Frontières) (4). 

Information on the ‘efforts by the authorities to combat fraudulent documents’ and ‘challenges 
related to verifying authenticity of documents’ in the DRC are available in the response to an 
information request published by the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (IRB) - Democratic 
Republic of the Congo: Prevalence and availability of fraudulent identity, administrative and legal 
documents (2011-February 2014) (5).  

3. Do the authorities know if someone has left on false documents? If so, how? 
 
No information on this topic was found. 
 
4. What happens, in practice, to those having left on false documents when they return to DRC (or 
afterwards)? Are there any reported/followed-up case(s) you are aware of? 
 
No information on this topic was found. 
 

                                                           
(1) Journal Officiel de la République Démocratique du Congo, Cabinte du President de la République, Code Pénal Congolais, 
Décret du 30 janvier 1940 tel que modifié et complété à ce jour, Mis à jour au 30 novembre 2004, 30 November 2004, 
(https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/SERIAL/69343/69050/F279894825/Code%20penal%20(a%20jour%202004).pdf), 
accessed 16 November 2016. 
(2) République Démocratique du Congo, Ministère de l’Intérieur et Sécurité, Direction Générale de Migration, Services 
Habilités aux Frontières, n.d., (http://www.dgm.cd/services.html), accessed 17 November 2016.  
(3) République Démocratique du Congo, Ministère de l’Intérieur et Sécurité, Direction Générale de Migration, Procedures, 
n.d., (http://www.dgm.cd/procedures.html), accessed 16 November 2016. 
(4) République Démocratique du Congo, Ministère de l’Intérieur et Sécurité, Direction Générale de Migration, Mesures, n.d., 
(http://www.dgm.cd/mesures.html), accessed 16 November 2016.  
(5) Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (IRB), Research Directorate, Democratic Republic of the Congo: Prevalence and 
availability of fraudulent identity, administrative and legal documents (2011-February 2014), 10 April 2014, (http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455256&pls=1), accessed 16 November 2016. 
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