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COI QUERY RESPONSE 

 

1. Cases of human sacrifices (ritual crimes or ritual murders) in Togo, in 2014 

Amongst all sources consulted, and within the timeframe allocated for this research, no information 

could be found on cases of human sacrifices or ritual crimes/ritual murders, in 2014, in Togo. 

Nonetheless, the below information could be of relevance to this query. 

Interviewed for a special brief on ritual crimes for the weekly magazine ‘Jeune Afrique’ (2014), a 

professor at Omar-Bongo University in Libreville (Gabon) explains that political figures and high 

profiles figures in Africa are often accused of ordering ritual crimes1. Another article, in the same brief, 

notes that ritual crimes occur in Gabon and Cameroon, for the most part, and that authorities of these 

two countries have only recently recognised the existence of these crimes2. 

In 2010, Leo Igwe, then International Humanist and Ethical Union representative (IHEU) for West and 

Southern Africa, raised the issue of ritual killing and human sacrifice at the African Commission on 

Human and People’s Rights. He notes that ‘there have been reports of ritual murder and human 

sacrifice in countries across the continent in Nigeria, Uganda, Swaziland, Liberia, Tanzania, Namibia 

and Zimbabwe’. He further stated: 

‘Human beings are still being hunted down, mutilated, murdered or sacrificed for ritual 

purposes across the region. Several cases of kidnapping and disappearance of persons are 

traced to the vicious schemes and activities of ritualists. In most cases, those targeted for 

ritual sacrifice are vulnerable members of the population — the poor, women, children, the 

aged and people with disabilities’3. 

Regarding the reporting and prosecution of these crimes, he adds: 

‘They are largely unreported, uninvestigated and unpunished. The perpetrators and their 

collaborators capitalize on the prevalent irrational fear of the supernatural among Africans, 

and the poor and corrupt policing and justice system, to get away with these egregious 

violations’4. 

Concerning the particular case of Togo, in 2017, Togo-Online reports that, a person who was about to 

give a two-months old baby to a fetish man, for the purpose of human sacrifice, was arrested5. This 

information, however, could not be corroborated by additional sources. 

                                                           
1 Jeune Afrique, Joseph Tonda : « Ce n’est pas un rituel, c’est de la barbarie », 28 May 2014, (url). 
2 Jeune Afrique, Gabon – Cameroun : à quand une chasse aux véritables sorciers, 10 June 2014, (url). 
3 IHEU, Ritual killing and human sacrifice in Africa, 12 November 2010, (url). 
4 IHEU, Ritual killing and human sacrifice in Africa, 12 November 2010, (url). 
5 Togo Online, Sacrifier un bébé de deux mois pour se faire de l’argent, 13 December 2017, (url). 
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In 2015, a source notes that in January 2015, the bodies of five persons were found in the residence 

of a Nigerian’s trader who confessed he had committed these crimes to obtain blood from the victims 

and to use the blood for ritual purposes6. This information, however, could not be corroborated by 

additional sources. 

In 2007, Reuters and BBC reported on six ritual killings in Togo7. According to the BBC, one of the 

suspects had admitted he belonged to a gang wanted in Benin for similar crimes8. 

Although this particular case does not refer to the commission of ritual crimes in Togo, it seems worth 

mentioning. In March 2018, several Togolese media published articles on the arrest, in Togo, of 

Beninese nationals involved in ritual crimes in Benin9. According to consulted sources, these persons, 

designated as ‘gay man’ had committed ritual murders for the ‘Kinninssi’ deity, which is believed to 

help someone become rich, quickly. It should be noted that ‘Gay man’10 is the term used to refer to 

cybercriminals. The term is not related to homosexual persons, but could originate from a practice 

known since 2000, and which consists in using forums and homosexual dating sites to extort money. 

According to one of the consulted sources, the Togolese public opinion was alerted on the presence 

of the Beninese nationals who had committed ritual crimes via social media11. Reporting on the modus 

operandi of the criminals, one of the consulted sources notes that ‘the persons were murdered to be 

offered to fetishes to obtain wealth from these fetishes”12.  

2. Legislation on these practices 

The Togolese penal code of 2015 (section 1 – Voluntary homicide, article 166) mentions that ‘voluntary 

homicide will be punished by twenty (20) to thirty (30) years of imprisonment if it has been committed 

with a ritual, mystical or cannibalism purpose’13. 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 AFRIKMAG (AM), Togo: Il tuait des personnes pour offrir du sang à sa canne, 30 January 2015, (url). 
7 Reuters, Headless corpses raise ritual killing fear in Togo, 21 September 2007, (url); BBC, Gang behind Togo’s 

beheadings ‘, 28 September 2007, (url). 
8 BBC, Gang behind Togo’s beheadings ‘, 28 September 2007, (url). 
9 La Nouvelle Tribune, Togo: Les autorités lancent la traque aux gaymen béninois, 2 April 2018, (url); Les 

Observateurs (France 24), Affaire des cyber-criminels au Bénin et au Togo : le vrai du faux, 18 April 2018, (url) ; 

Le Top de l’information Togolaise, Alerte : Des individus s’adonnant aux crimes rituels pour se faire de l’argent 

facile signalés au Togo, 29 March 2018, (url). 
10 Also spelled ‘gayman’, ‘gay-men’ or ‘gaïman’. 
11 IciLome.com, Phénomène ‘gaïman’ à Lomé : 4 jeunes appréhendés par le GIPN hier à Bè, 30 March 2018, (url). 
12 Le Top de l’information Togolaise, Alerte : Des individus s’adonnant aux crimes rituels pour se faire de l’argent 

facile signalés au Togo, 29 March 2018, (url). 
13 Togo, Journal official de la République Togolaise, Loi N°2015-010 du 24 Novembre 2015 portant nouveau code 

pénal, in Global Integrity, (url). Translation by the author. 
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