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Disclaimer

This report was wtien according to the EASCOI Report Methodology (20¥2)jhe report is
based on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced.

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with
utmost care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaustive. If a particular event,
person or organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has
not taken place or that the person or organisation does not exist.

Furthermawe, this report is not conclusive as to the determination or merit of any particular
claim to refugee status or asylum. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a
particular legal position.

Refuge®@Hskand similar terminology are udeas a generic terminology and not as legally
defined in the EU Asylum Acquis and the Geneva Convention.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which
may be made of the information contained in this report.

The drafting of this report was finaliséd December2018 Any event taking place after this
is not included in this report. More information on the reference period for this report can be
found in the methodology section of tHetroduction.

1 The EASO methodology is largely based on the Common EU Guidelines for processing Country of Origin
Information (COI), 2008, and can be downloaded from the EASO weétifitdwww.easo.europa.eu
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Glossary andibbreviations

AAH

Alhashd alAshari

Al-hashd al Shaabi

AQI
Asayish
Al

BadrOrganization

Daesh

DFAT

DIS

fasliya

fasl/Fasil

FFM
FGM
HRW

IED

ISF
ISI
ISIL
ISIS
ISW

I'al Ao | |lie Leadguedf thdj Righteous)

Sunni tribal militia units composed mainly of Sunni tribes; sc
affiliated with the PpularMobilization Units

Popular Mobiliation Units (PMU) or Popular Mob#itton Forces
(PMF)

AlQaeda in Iraq
Intelligence sevices of the Kurdistan Regiof Irag.
Amnesty International

IranianbackedShiamilitia that is part of the Popular Mobilizatio
Units

SeelSIL

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Austra
government

Danish Immigration Service

A traditional practice wherebfamily members, including wome
andchildren, are traded to settle tribal disputes

hFiSy NBEFSNNBR (2 LlalragiokiS2 2Rl
term diya is also usedlt concerns the payment of financii

compensation to theinjured party in order to resolve tribe
conflict.

Fact Finding Mission

Female Genital Mutilation

Human Rights Watch

Improvised Explosive Device

Islamic StateSeelSIL

Iraqi Security Forces

Islamic State of IradseelSIL

The Islamic State of Iraq and@tham (the Levant).
See ISIL

Institute for the Study of War
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IDP

jizya

KH

KDP
KRG
KRI

KSF

Mol
mukhtar
OSAC
OHCHR
Peshmerga
PKK

PMF

PMU

PUK

Saraya abalam

takfir

UNAMI

UNOCHA

UNHCR
USAID
USDOS
VBIED

Wilayat

Internally Displaced Person

A tax to be paid bpbrahamimon-Muslimssuch as Christians ar
JewsImposed by ISIL in areas it controlled.

Kataib HezbollahiranianbackedShiamilitia that is part of the
Popular Mobilizatiornits

Kurdistan Democratic Party
Kurdistan Regional Government

Kurdistan Region of Iragrefers to Dohuk, Erbil, Sulaymaniy:
governorates

Kurdish Security Forces

Ministry of Interior

Local community leader

Overseas Security Advisory Council

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Ri
Military forces of the Kurdistan Regiaf Iraq
YdZNRAAGIY 22N] SNBEQ tI NIe&
Popular Mobilzation Forces

Popular Mobilzation Units

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan

Also known as the Peadgrigades Shia militialinked to cleric
Mugtada atSadr.

An Arabic word meaning/dzy’ 6 St A SOGSNDT 9 E
employed by ISIL to declare individuals as apostates or img
used against those who do not pledge allegiance.

United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq

United Nations Office for the Coordinatioof Humanitarian
Affairs

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
United States Agency for International Development
United States Department of State

Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive Device

¢ SNY T2 NlussdbNBIDA Yy OSQ
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Introduction

This report was drafted by Country of Origin Information (COI) specialists from Cedoca, the
Belgian ©l unit, as referred to in thecknowledgments section. This report addresses topics
related to the individual targeting of imdduals by armed actors and sectors of society. It is
written in conjunction with additional reports on Iraq on the topics Aftors of Protection,

Key socieeconomic indicators(Baghdad, Basrah, Erbilnternal mobility and Security
situation

This report on targeting should be read in conjunctwith the 2018 report tittedEASO COI
Reportc Iraq: Actors of ProtectiariThe Actors of Protection repodiscusses inter alia the
configuration, functioning and protection capabilities of government actors afidaséd
armed groups. That repoatisodescribes the mandate/structure, capacity and integrity issues
of the Iraqi Security Forces (army/police), Popular Meddibbn Units (PMU), Kurdistan
Regional Government forces (Peshmerga/Asayish), and the judiciary

Methodology

1 Defining the terms of reference

The report aims to provide relevant information for the assessment of international
protection status determination (refugee status and subsidiary protection).

The terms of reference of this report were defthby EASO based on discussions held and
input received from COIl experts and policy experts from EU+ counrisn the framework

of a Country Guidance Network exercise to devel@oantry Guidance Note on Iram the
application of Refugee Status andibSidiary Protection Article 156) and (b) of the
Qualification DirectiveTerms of Reference for this report can be founédimexill.

As a general indication, the time frame for the report was intended to provide an overview of

the main issues giving context to the Iragi situation since the ISIL crisis 020074 The

report focuses on recent trends, whilst also taking into accourgeting taking place after

L{L[ Q& OIFLid2NE 2F az2adzZ FyR &dzoaSl dzSwthi § SNNR G :
updated information on2018 where available Where current information was lacking,

relevant information on preceding targeting of individsiavas included.

1 Collecting information

The information is a result of desk research of public, specialised {m#3ed and electronic
sources untiBO November2018. Additional research was carried out during taeiew and
finalisationphaseghrough December 2018.

1 Quality control

To verify whether the writers respected the EASO COI Report Methodology, a peer review was
carried out by COIl specialists from the deparise listed as reviewers in the
Acknowledgementssection. All comments made by the reviewers were taken into
consideration and most of them were implemented in the final draft of this report.

2 All EU Member States plus Norway and Switzerland


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq_Actors_of_Protection_2018.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq_key_socio-economic_indicators.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq-Internal_Mobility.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq_security_situation.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq_security_situation.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq_Actors_of_Protection_2018.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq_Actors_of_Protection_2018.pdf
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Structure and use of the report

The reportis organised in three chapters. In each chapter, the azttargetingis presented,
followed bythe profiles targeted. The first chapter covers targeting by state armed actors and
affiliated armed groups, including Iragi and Kurdish state forces. Recalling that the main state
armed groups and security actors are alreadyctdibed iINEASO COI Repartraqg: Actors of
Protection this targeting report includes greater detail on the structure/nature of Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU), given the complexity and importance of this actor in the Iraqi
context. Annexl provided in this report gives more detail about numerous different PMU
formations.

The secondchapter focuses on ISland targeting perpetrated by this armed group. Its
introduction describes the origins and the functioning of ISIL and main profiles targeted by
this group.

The lastchapterdealswith societybased targeting often perpetrated by family/community,
tribal, criminal actors, often for a mixture of motives linked to issues such as transgression of
norms, gender, criminal aims, or on the basis of particular identities.

It is important to note that a conceptual choice was made by the drafters to organise the
content of different profiles under various targeting actors, however, this should not be taken
to discount the possibility that profiles may be targeted by multiple agents. Additionally,
reporting from Iraq does not always provide clear indications of gegbors responsible;
sometimes violations are not reported and sometimes they are not clearly attributed to one
or another perpetrator. Furthermore, the reason for a person being targeted is not always
clearcut and some profiles may be targeted by mu#tipctors for a range of motivations. This

is particularly challenging given the Iragi context, where diverse and overlapping identities
permeate society and institutions across a range of lines, such as tribal, religious/ethno
religious, political, somaties making distinct motivations and actors in targeting difficult to
discern in the sources. It was therefore challenging to arrange the content to reflect these
complexities.


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq_Actors_of_Protection_2018.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/Iraq_Actors_of_Protection_2018.pdf
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Context

In 2014, the Salafi jihadist group Islamiat&tof Iraq in Syria and Levant (ISIL) conquered one

GKANR 2F LNII[Qa GSNNAG2NE YR F2NOSR GKS &adzRRS
objective to establish an Islamic caliphadtBetween June 2014 and December 2017, in the
GSNNRG2NASa AG FddlrO1SR FyR O2yiNRffSRXT L{LJ
SESQOdziAy3a OAGAtAlLYy&aQ Fa | YStya 2F SESNIAy3a O;
mass killings, targeted dilans, imposed strict codes of social behaviour, killing thosémot

conformity with their IslamisTakfiridoctrines?¢ KS ! b F2dzy R G KI G L{L[ Qa
against civilians and minorities in particular may constitute war crimes, crimes against

humanity and possibly genocideAlthough by the end of 2017, IS#lid not control any

territory in Iraq, it continues to carry out tated attacks against civilidhand asymmetric

attacks across Irad).

In reference to targeting in Iragpumerous sources interviewed by the Danish Immigration
ServicgDIS)and the Norwegian Landinfo in 20h8ted thatWA 'y ISy SNI €2 A G Ol y o
aS0 dzLJ ALISOAFAO LINRBFAESa 2F GFNBSGSR LISNA2Yya
historical tend 2y &4 0SG6SSy GKS LNYA {dzyyA IyR {KAIF 3
tension among other sectarian groups, such as the Arabs vs. Kurds, minorities vs. other

YA Y 2 NR N RRanumBdr 6F @rfhed groups involved in security in Iraq since 2014 has

expanded, andncludestribal forces, militias, federal and local police, military forces, among
others™ Aka2 Yy A1 2NJ NBLR2NISR Ay wnmy GKFG GKS 3INRgI
wo2yadlydfe SYSNHAYIS YSNHAYy3IZ YR RAGARAYIQ

Additionally, the GlobaPublic Policy Institute (GP¥Ihotedi K & Wi KS LJX SGK2NI | y |
I NYSR 3INRdzZLJA Ay LNIIlj FNBIldSSyate OKFIffSyasSa RST
official state forces and nestate forces is not always clear. Especially since thepocation

ofthePMUA Y (12 GKS &ASOdzNRG& | LILJ NI isterd armied groupsmc = Wi K¢

ALYGSNYFGAZ2YEFE / NRAAA DNRdAzZLIE LN [Qa tFNFYAEfAGENE DNRdzZLIAY
2018,url> LJ® ™MT . ./ bS¢gas2Deckmbar20d% . WLatl YAO {dFdSQx
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and official forces hrmbecome even more attenuate® GPPI alsexplainedthat the minority
Y A f AconiplicateQhe picture though thdyavesmaller numbersndarelatively periphera
role in much of the fighting® Furthermore, criminality involves a range afmed groups,
tribes,andcriminal gangs4®

14 Gaston, E. et.al., Literature review of local, regiaor substate defense forces in Iraq, 6 August 2047, pp. 2
3.

15Gaston, E. et.al., Literature rew of local, regional or sustate defense forces in Iraq, 6 August 2047, p. 5.
16 DW, Killings of gh-profile women in Iraq spark outrage, 2 October 20118,
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1. Targetingby state actors and affiliated
armed groups

1.1 State actors and affiliated armed groups

Thischapterexamines the Government of Iraq and the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
as potential actors of persecution or serious harm. This part preurdiermationonexamples

of profiles that have been targeted by state actors of the Iraqgi andigliigovernments, with
information from 20172018, where possible. However, agents and motivations are not
always cleacut in the sources and in the examples providgiven the changing security
context and cycles of violence in 2017 and 2018 which mpatterns hader to discern during
drafting.¢ KS YIFIAY | OG2NR 2F GKS aidldS 2dzRAOAI NEB
structure, capacity, and integrity are provided in tR818 EASO report ofraqg: Actors of
Protection The main state actors referred to in this report include: Iragi Security Forces (ISF)
(Federal and local police), Popular Mdailion Units (PMU)KRGorces. Additional detail on
PMUs has been provided below,iagcludes many different actors.

1.1.1The Iraqgi Security Forces

Profiles of persons targeted by the Iraqi Security Forces

Regarding the targeting of individuals in Irag by state agerits, 2018 report of the
DIS/Landinfqoint fact-finding mission (FFM) to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq @GR that

0KS WLINAYIFNE LINRPFALS (0 Kispeoplke avholate shBpBadies te haved |
some kind of affiliation with ISIBslanic State of Iraq and the Levantivho may face
impediments and limitations, such as arrests, abuses, refusals to return to the areas of origin,
confiscation of documents, limitations of social services etc. There have been examples of
collective punishmerst of larger groups of people who were accused of-aSil&ations®’
According todl KS ! { 5 S LJ NI ySh@Er018 dounfryirdporty @ ering 2017)
althoughthe Islamic State of Iraq and the Lev@i8ILxarried out the majority of abuses that

™

a

vyt NE GKS 3F2@0SNYyYSyidQa Tuglawddi&ibingskabugeSandot@tGry Ay g2 O

during arrest, prerial detention, and after conviction in a wide range of abuses including
extrajudicial killings® An Iraq analystnterviewedin 2018 by DIS/Landinfandicated there

are fewer reports of human rightiolations being committed by thieaqi Security ForcetSp

in 2018°wS 3 NRA Y 3 L {h€ KRihe OIS/Landinfo 2@8 FFM report noted that
Kurdish security forces have full contadlthe region and no ISF are operating inside the KRI.

The same reporfurther 3 G G SR G KF G WAG A& y20 F LINA2NRGE 7

Kurdish area€?

17Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Irag: Security situation and the situation for interisplyced persons (IDPs)

in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 20.

18 USDOS, Country Report on Human Rights Practices @iy 20 April 2018yrl.

19Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Irag: Security situation and the situation for internally digpéaisens (IDPs)

in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 24.

20DenmarkDIS, Norway, Landinfo, Iraq: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)
in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 24.
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1.1.2Popular Mobilzation Units

Popular Mobitzation Units PMU9 are also describechithe EASO reportrag ¢ Actors of
Protection Additional descriptionson specific main elements of the Popular Mdaition
Units are provided in Annexl: Popular Mobiliation Units ¢ main militias and associated

groups

Modus operandi and structure

Rapidly expandetb halt the advance ofSILin June 2014the original objective of th&MU

in 2014was to repelSIL Benefiting from the combat experience of existing Shia militias

to 2014,the PMUevolved into a military force that proved capable of bringi8tladvances

to a standstill and reclaiming territory relinquished by the Iraqi aftihe PMUfilled the
aSOdNR G& @ Odzdzy ONBFGSR FFGEGSNI GKS O2ffFLBAS 27
LA @201t YA AGI REoreigryPRlicyhagazinaiptedin January Qa2 thEEMU

militias continue to provide support to the overstretchdrhqi Army,especially on the local

level?

Il OO2NRAY3 (G2 S5L{kK[lIYRAYF2Q4 Hnmy CCa NBLRNIZ i
in June 2014 to countek { Loffe@sive. However, the PMUs consist of several different

militias and armed groups of which some weileesady established as early 2803 PMUs

are recruited voluntarily and are very influential and popular among the majority of the

population in Iracand enjoy strong links to the major political parties of Ifaq

LYYSRAFGStEe FFGSNI 0KS L NPrin KMinisteiNogligi sighedfah | LIAS Ay
official decree to form the Popular Mobiligion Commssior® as the sole government body

responsible fothe admnistration of the PM& and to give the PMU armed groups a sense of

legal justification and degree of institutionéisation.?® In March 2018Prime Minister Haider

al-Abadi issued a decree fornmmifig the inclusion of the PMU into the country's security

forces. According to the decree, members of the PMU are granted many of the same rights as

members of the military, such as equivalent salaries, access to military education and being

subjectto military sevice law*® However,lrag expertRenad Mansour commés that the
PMUleadershiphadl\ 5 2S OG SR . I 3KRIF RQ&d RS ONX Sutighalitey R | A Ya
Fdzizy2Y283 F2NDOSQ

21 Global Public Policy Institute, Iraq After ISIL:-Staie Actors, Local Forces, and the MiPaiditics of Control, 21
March 2018url, p. 6.
22 Frentzel, K., The future role of the Hash«Bahabi in Iraq Key influencers of PodiSIS politics?, May 201,

p. 1.
BC2NBATYy t2fA08 LNIIjQa YAfAGALIAa a@li GKSAN aradakda 2y L€
24Dermark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Irag: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)

in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 22.

25Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Irag: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)

in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 23.
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27 Al Iraq: turning a blind eyethe arming of the Popular Mobilization Forces, 5 January 201, 7%. 9.
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http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/iraqs-abadi-inducts-iran-linked-militias-security-forces-1660597837
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According to a 2017 report by Kari Frentzel, a guest researcher at the iagriaffice of the

Konrad Adenauer Foundati®in the PM$ are officially under the control of the Iraqi state

through the Popular Mob#ation Commission. dimer Prime Minister Haider -#badi, as

commander in chief, was the nominal head of tlismission; however, governmenontrol

over the militias that constitute thMUsis limited®? The same source further explained that

Waeh militia has an autonomous command structure and thus, the militias are able to act with

relative autonomy from the gvemment® The PMU$PE | O1 | &aAy3ftS £ Sk RSNAKA
I dzyATASR ARS2t23A0Ff aidlyO0SQ FyR (KS& I NB Wi
diff SNBy i A RS2t 2*Anirddrnial ciai 8f gdndthang réspddds by way of Iranian

proxy militasto the Iranianislamic Revolutionary Guard Co(iRGCRuds Force and, thus to

Tehran. In 2017 Amnesty Internationa{Al)2 6 & S NJ2 $Realily®PM mikdaoften act

2dzi aA RS 2 dmmakdSandzcdntrofi s @thire®

Official statistics othe number of militias wthin the PMU are not availahfé Sources report
that PMUs range fron80 000 and 18 000 fighters’ registered in abou60-70 groups® The
DIS/Landinf@018report explains:

W low estimate of the total size of the PMUs is that yhat least have 120,000
members. The PMUs consist of many different militias, out of which the majority are
Shia militias. There are Shia militias that are supported by Iran, whilst others have a
more internal nationalist agenda. There are also Shia aslittho have been driven

by the Syrian war and have been fighting in Syria. The ethnic and religious minorities
do also have their own PMUs, such as Turkmen, Christian, Yezidi and Shabak PMUs
etc. There are some Sunni PMUs that consist of 1725000 memlers. Most of

them were established in late 2014 in alliance with the Iragi government to fight ISIS.
The recruitment to the PMUs is entirely on a voluntary basis. Many join the PMUs for
economic reasons, because the salaries are attractive, compared t@shef Irag.

The PMUs are very influential and they are popular among the majority of the
population for their effort to defeat ISIS; they are active in promoting themselves
through PR campaigns and media coverage; and they are closely linked to the most
important political parties in Baghda®®

Iraq analystsRenad Mansour and Faleh A. Jabar stdghat the PMU do not form a
monolithic Shia militia. Rather it is a complex umbreligansation Wonsisting of fifty or so
groups varying in size from afenundred to tens of thousands combatamigch¥° The major

31 KAS is a think tank and palal foundation linked to Christian Democracy in Germany and is focused on

O2yaz2f ARFGAY3 RSY2ONI O& YR LINRBY2GAy3 OAGAO SRl GA2YT
F2N) LI2aaAiofsS LIt AGweDStE OGA2yQr FO02NRAY3 G2 Ada

32 Frentzel, K., The future role of the Hash«Bahabi in Iraq Key influencers of PodiSIS politics?, May 201,

p. 3.

33 Frentzel, K., The future role of the Hash«Bahabi in Iraq Key influencers of PodiSIS politics?, May 201,

p. 4.
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35 Al Iraq: turning a blind eyethe arming of the Popular Mobilization Forces, 5 January 201, 7%. 5.

36 Al, Iraq: turning a blind eye the arming of the Popular Mobilization Forces , 5 January 201 7. 9.
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39Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Irag: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)

in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 22.
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https://www.epic-usa.org/pmu-future/
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groups that compose the mainly Shia PMU fall into three distinct main clusters with varying
politicalagenda$®:

1 pro-Khamenei (prdranian)*

1 pro-Sadf® PMUs, mainlythe Saraya al Salam (Peace Brigades) which ergamnised
by Cleric Mugtada ebadr*

f pro-Sistani (refelA y3 G2 L NI |jPVBs* Khe Byl Seatial Sidd rdigiduO 0
establishments in the holy cities of Karbala and Najaf raised their own militis, un
which remained directly subordinate to the Shia clerics and are loydbrand
Ayatollah Ali aSistani*®

There are roughly 20 prhameini groups, some of which tend to be those cited as the most

prominent and powerful of the PMUs. Among them, theyylprominent groups are the Badr

C2NDSz !al@AAHE! Kt 0F QBEKHE SYIo @ © K&K dfKH-&R3 SR YH G | QA 6
Tayyar alw A & I £ A ZImamlAli an@ Jaysh-Mukhtar militias allied to Iraf” Iragi media

sourceNigash also names Ba@rganisation, AAH KH as well as the Khorasani Brigades and

the Sayed af KdzK I R . NA Il RSad ¢KSasS 3INRdAzLJAQ WYAfAGI N
military leaders and they tend to be more heavily armed and enpowerful than other

militias.C¥

Mugtadal f { F RN A& YSklan thelshiira BrigaNds &nd thé Supporters of the Faith

. NA3IFRSa INB WFH&aaz20AFiSR 6AGK SEAAGAYI {KAAGS
F3ASYyRE .02 K | {NEj NS I AiiER: complaheldiddt being paid enough

by the Popular Mobilization Commission, which they accuse of favoursngriihkKhamenei

paramilitaries®

Thepro{ Aa 0 yYA YAfAGAI & 6 SNB Qo and Snikto (fa@ettBigag A y 3 | f
shrines and include the Ali-Akbar brigades, the Abbasiyah Shrine brigades, the Alawite

Shrine brigades and the Husdyath Shrine brigades. They aatthe disposal of the Iraqi
governmenfand are not asvell-armed they are aofewer in number than th@ro-Khamenei

militias5* According to administrators in-&lbbas Wi KS RA @A 23X aftivedyfyOf dzR S &
members and a reserve contingent of betn 35000 and 4M00 member<? The Ali at

Akbar Brigade counts@O0 men, withmore than 1000 Sunni members

In governmentcontrolled and in reconquered territorfrom ISIL,PMUs took up security
duties to ward &f ISIL terror attackslrag analystNorman Cigar notes that the militias

“al yA2dINE wd YR WEHOFINE Cod ! &3 ¢KS t 2 Lddzud pRI121BO AT AT F GA2Y ¢
al yA2d2NE wd YR WIEOFINE Cod ! &3 ¢KS t 2 Lddzud pRI121BO AT AT F GA2Y ¢
Bal yazdINE wd FyR WEOIFINE Cod ! &3 ¢KS t 2 Lidzud phl121Bo At AT F GA2Y ¢
“4/ A3FNE bdI L NI I QemilitiaskKIure 204%iriNdp. ABNIR.a YR GKSA

Bal ya&2dNE wd YR WLHoFEN Cod | &5 ¢KS t 2Lz uriNgp.adZ6.Af AT | GA2Y C:
4/ AdFNE bdI LNIIjQa &AKALF guiNp.aNMRE YR GKSANI YATAGALF &S wdzy ¢
4/ A3FNE bdX LNIIjQa AKALF guriNp.ANMRE YR GKSANI YATAGALF AT wdzy !

48 Nigash, Taming the beast: can Iraq ever control its controversial volunteer militias?, 4 Augusir2016,

49 Nigash, Taming the beast: can Iraq ever control its controversial volunteer militias?, 4 Augusir2016,
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R., Iraq after the fall of ISIS: the struggle for theestduly 2017yrl, p. 15.
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52 Knights, M. and Malik, H., Thelalo 6 & O2Yolt i RAQGA&AAZ2Y Y2RStY NBRdAzOAY3 L NI
forces, 22 August 2014rl.

53 Slow Journalism Company (The), Brothers in arms, 25 March 2016,
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provided a reserve eleant for the defenceof Baghdad* In the southern provinces militias
relieved army and police by providing general security dfterarmy deployed into comba&®.
Amnesty International reports that, at checkpoints as well as on the battlefield, PMUs
operated both independentlyand alongside government forces. Militias also used army and
securityforcd Q o0t a4 Sa IcghtRes RS liia§i palititianyinterviewed by Landinfo and
Lifos in March 2017, stated that PMUs can enter any private home, even the home of a
member of Pdrament. He further stated thaPMUshave the ability to make arrests of their
own and operate their own prisor®é TheGeneva International Centre for Just{€ CJ¥ also
reported that militias detal & dz& LISOG a AY WaSONBG LINRAaA2yaQ

InJanuary 200 A lj F AaK y2GSR GKIF G wyz2aild yPWHEe@ NK22Ra

usually an office; belongingli 2 6 KA OKS@SNJ YATAGAF A& LINBaSyid A

southern provinces militias maintain a similar presence. Nigash further stated that railitia

times take over police duties, intervening, for instance, in disputes agaging in conflict

resolution® The Economist reported in017 thatY Af A GAF YSYOSNE | NBE WLINERY
I IKRI ROANBS G a I a IiNRifel2dlstiReddgashihddnt Posd @@rted that

militias enforce public morals, punishing, for example, persons who drinkalagdmble or

hire prostitutes®?

Background orPMUsinvolvementin abuses

According to a May 2018 report published by Harvard Univetsityiangroxy(PMUs Y | G I QA ©
Hezbollah, Asaib Ahl-alag (AAH), and the Badr Organizajiane more sectarian and prone

G2 aSOGINARIY Fo0odaSas ¢6KAfS tal!la GKFG INB f2el f
O2yaARSNBR Y2NB Y2 RSNJId Srtsectayar grodidS SailristtBNIBsy S Q i 2
I NE Wa2YSgKSRNREVUkstershavenskSoRIgdged that abuses occur, hey

state thatin their viewthese are acts committed by individuad®d do not constitute a

policy®

In October 2014AmnestyInternational accused Shia militias of committing serious human
rights abuses, including war crimes, and abducting and killing Sunni civilian men in Baghdad
and around the countryAmnestyInternationaldocumented dozens of cases of abductions
and unlawful killngs by Shia militias in Baghdad, Samarra and Kirkuk and indicated that many
more such cases were repodell over the country in 201%2 Most abuses in the 2012017

period were by ISIL, according tdSDOSthough elements of the PMU were engaged in
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63 Ahn, J. et al.The Politics of Security in Ninewa, 7 May 2@tBp. 20.

64 Nigash, 'We Don't Deny Militias Have Committed Violatiob®'August 20154rl; Bloomberg, Why Iraq Doesn't

Punish its Militias' War Crimes, 9 February 2Qi6,

65 Al, Absolute impunity: Militia rule in Ira@4 October 2014yrl, pp. 45.
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unlawful killings, disappearances, kidnappings, extortion, and revenge attacks in the course of
the fighting against ISPEIn 2015, there were reports of instances of militia and armed groups
supporting the government being involved in, for example:

1 perpetrating Wi F NBESGSR (1AfftAy3Ia&Y | oRdzOGAY I OADAL AL
Especially in Diyala provintteere isa high number of abductions, purportedly carried

out by militias, also targeting Sunnié

forcedevictions, abductions andisnmary exectibns

sporadicabductons of Sunni Arabs by the PM¥s

carryingout targeted killings, abductions of civitigand destruction of propertsf

E R

During 2016there were reports oPMUskilling, torturing, kidnapping and extorting civilians.
Some elements of Shia militias were involved in attacks on Sunni civibpostadly avenging

ISIL crimeé* Civilians fleeing from conflict areas were subjectecthreats, intimidation,
violence,and abductions by armed grpa operating alongside the 1S#n June2016 Human
Rights Watch reportedbuses committed by government forces, including PMU, during the
offensive to retake Fallujah from$IL During the offensive, summary executioheatings of
unarmed men, enforced disappearances and mutilation of corpses were reported, mainly
occurring on the outskirts of the city In January 2017 and in April 2Q1Fe UN Security
Council statedi K i ! b! aL KIFIa NBOSAOSR WARAYHAR Y QY ®©F MY
by government and prgovernment forces* In its 2017/2018 year report Amnesty
International noted thatlragi forces, including the PMUs, arrested thousaofislleged
terrorism suspects without judicial warrant from their homesgckpoints and camp=f
internally displaced peopl®

Profiles of persons targeted by the PMU

TheDISLandinfo 18 FFM report described the profiles of persons targeted by the PMUs as
follows:

the PMUs are primarily targeting persons, who are suspected of being affiliated with
ISIS or family members to those. These are most often Sunni Arab young men, but, in
general, other Sunni Arabs and Sunni Turkmens also suffer from a form of collective
abuses, killings, discriminations etc. The PMU are often reacting in retaliation for ISIS
incidents. One source said that the PMUs have the capacity to target whom they want.
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They have very good intelligence capabilities that reach out to most of the Iraqi
society. The PMUs can target political or economic opponents, regardless of their
religious or ethnic background. After October 2017, there were reports on PMU
violations against the Kurdish population in Kirkuk and Tuz Khurmatu. The targeted
Kurds were mosy members of the political party KJRurdish Democractic Party]
and the Asayisk®

TheDIS/Landinfanterviewed an Iraq expersourcein 2018 whoexplained that there are 5
major profiles of those who are targeted by PMUs:

1 Political opponentsregardless of religious or ethnic background as militias are
fighting for money, power, and influence attack rivals, including other Shia militias;

1 Retaliation attacks, especially after major terrorism incidents, as this can spark

retribution attacks, paitularly targeting Sunni communities arbitrarily;

Targeting of Iraqgi civil society activists and journalists, especially critical of the PMUs;

Targeting of people who deviate from morality mostly from Shia social norms, such as

LGBT people, Christians, atol sellers; sometimes with the support of the Shia

community,

1 PMUs also target business owners for the purpose of extorfion

E R
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people in the KRI. It is consideradlikely that the PMUs conduct such actions as it is not a
priority for them, and they do not have the capacity to operate in®RlI

In April 2018 Amnesty International reports that government forces, includiigUs have
been preventing families with peeived ties tdSILfrom returning to their home or places of
origin. Iraqgi forces, including tHeMUs have also regularly arrested and forcibly disappeared
men with perceivedSiLties directly from IDP camps. Sexual exploitation of women in IDP
camps ly members of the®MUswasalso reported™

1.1.3Kurdish Regional Government forces

The security actors of the Kurdish government, the Peshmerga and the Asayish are described
in the EASO reporttagq ¢ Actors of Protection

Regarding the profile of persons targeting by the Kurdish forces inside thetH€R2018
Landinfo/DIS report noted thiollowing:

Whe Kurdish security actors are targeting political and societal opposition in the KRI.
Human rights advocates, activists, journalists and protesting civil servants are being
targeted when they display criticism of the political leadershige TBbest example of

this was in March and April 2018 when public servants protested the lack of wages

76 Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Irag: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)
in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 20.
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in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 46.

78 Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Irag: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)
in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 23.

79 Al, The condemnedVomen and children isolated, trapped and exploited in Iraq, 17 April 204,8p. 17, 29,

34.
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and increasing poverty. The demonstrations were violently suppressed by armed
members of the political parties and the Asayish. Furthermore, more than fou
journalists have been killed in the region. The security forces in the KRI are also
targeting suspected ISIS affiliates who are often Sunni A#bs

In November 2018DIS/Landinfo repodd that since October 201 Kurdish forcesvithdrew
and are no longr in the disputed areas of Iraq, and that according to one source they

AYGSNIBASSHESR F2NJ GKSANI HAamMy CCa NBLRNIZ Wy2 AYyR.

in the disputed areas or in the rest of Irag anymore since October.@dlistances ofrior
to that are explained below.

1.2 Sunni gerceivedto be ISILcollaborators orsympathisers
This section should be read in conjunction witactionl.3on treatment of IDPs.

Thousands of suspectd8lLfighters and affiliates have been detained by Iragi government

F2NOSa FyR FI 0SS ONRXYAYI fcountdM@BrdrSrd dnunks2 Yhe Ay (1 KS

prosecutiors of suspectedISILfighters and affiliates present a number of shortcomings
including wrongful eests and mistreatment of suspect$ Numerous death penalty
sentences have been issd.® Earlierreporting makes note of retaliatory violence against
suspected ISIL collaborators asginpathsers, perpetrated byassociated forces of the ISF,
includingPMU and minority militiasas well as elements of the ISFAs the military battle
against ISIL wound dowthere were fewerreports of such abus&s despitethe considerable
freedom of actiommilitias maintainin Irag®®

1.2.1Prosecution of ISIL suspects

In an October 2018 report the United Nations Security Cownités that the United Nations
Assistance Mission for IragyiNAM) continued its monitoring of trials Irag including those

of alleged ISIL memberH further notes its concerrabout the lackof consistent adherence

to the requirements of due process and a fair trial, in particihe failure of the courts to
investigate allegations by defendants that confessions were obtained through torture or other
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forms of ilHtreatment ard the passive role played by defence counsel, thus undermining a
defenday 1 Qa4 NRAIK(G (& STFFSOGAPS O2dzyasSt

Whilst pursuing their military campaign again$ll. the Iragi andKRGauthorities have
arrested large numbers d¢SlLsuspects uder the provisios of the 2005 Aniterrorism Law

(Law 13/2005). This law covers a variety of crimes including membership and support for a
terrorist organiation, but also crimes like possession @ewf explosives, or kidnappifg

This law, however, does not include egjgexual slavery and other crimes that can be qualified

as war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide, as Human Rights Watch (HRW) points
out in its report on the accountability fd8lLcrimes from December 207

Sourcesnterviewed during the DISandinfo 2018 mission to KRI noted that due to ISIL being

a primarily Sunni organisationthe majority of the population considers Sunni Arabs

potentially affiliated with extremist group¥ Belkis Wille, a senior researcher on Iraq with

Human Rights WatcexplainedRdzNA y3 |y unamt 9! {h O22LISN}IGAZ2Y Y
person who has lived in a territory under the control of the IS in the past three years is a

LJ2 G Sy { A I 4ddinj tBahpeBdnd geiteved to bESILaffiliates were detained by the

PMUs, usually without a warraft

Official numbers of persons arrestedder the provisions of the 2005 Artrrorism law are

not available. According to an analysis by Associated PrassMarch 2018, howeveliin
January 2018, at least I®0 people were detained or imprisoned under accusation of
connections tdSlLor other terrorrelated offensesThe same article further noted thatore
than 3000 of hem were sentenced to deaftd

Various sairces reportedthat many of the arrests and also the subsequent detention for
terror-related accusations do nobmply with the criminal procedure rulekSILsuspects are
arrested without proper warrants issued by a judge; the duration of théopdretween being
taken into detention to a formal arrest is too long; the family of the suspenot informed,;

the suspect is not givenave access to a lawyer during the interrogati@h&nother aspect
reported by Human Rights Watcare the frequent arests based on the name of the suspect

on a wanted list, which results in numerous cases of people in detention only because their
name is similar to that of a terror suspéktt.

The conditions in there-trial detention facilities are precarious, accordinghlaman Rights
Watch® Visiting provisional detention facilities in Ninewa Governorate (Qayyarah and
Hammam alAlil) Human Rights Watabbserved extreme overcrowding, with at one instance
114 detainees in ancell of about 4x6 meters. The prisoners were kept inside for four months,
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with no regular access to the outdoors or showers, and with only one toilet inside the room.
¢KS alyYS &2 dzNDOS hadwirhdnwk Bekd bricket up SaRd thie teinperatieta
stench in the room were overpowering. At least four had died in cases that, according to
prison staff, were linked to the lack of proper nieal care and hygiene standar@s

The authorities are relying almost exclusively on one provision of the counterterrorism law to
prosecute thelSILsuspects: the membership of a terroristganisation.®” Other crimes
punishable under the counterterrorism law or the criminal law are not gedrseparately,
statesHuman Rights Watcihe counterterrorism act stipulates only two possible penalties,
death or life in prison, but according tbuman Rights Watglhe Iragi Chief Justice declared
that judicial discretion would allow judges to handveh lower sentences, without specifying
what the possible margin could §&.

Human Rights Watch observed that there is an absence of a mation towards the more
severe accusations, and notes that the authorities are targeting for prosecution ev@hepeo
who only participated in providing basic services such as electricity or medical care under the
ISILadministration®® These defendants risk the death penalty or lifelong prison like any other
ISILmember®

The same sourcinvestigated allegations ofotture and concluded that iltreatment of

suspects during interrogation in order to extract confessions is widespread in Irag. Moreover,

it observedil K i W2dzR3ISa | f&a2 FNBljdsSyidte A3Ty2NB | ffS3
based on confessions thalefendants credibly allege were coerc@ Also according to

Human Rights WatcHawyers declared that, in terrors cases, they were not allowed to

attend interrogations of their client¥?

There are also reports that lawyers who come forward to repnesSILsuspects at the initial
hearings ardabelled4SILf | ¢ &b§ @ adthorities, which can lead to their arrest or even
an indictment for terrorism charges, as pointed out itHaman Rights Watcheport from
September 2018% All 17 lawyers interviewed bythe source who were working for
international and localorgangations that provide legal assistance in and around Mosul
declaredthat sinceassisting s® | £ SIER- Y4A £ A S3a Q W&KA iy FKBRBR K2 MISSELISN
threats and otler verbal harassment by National Security Service or Ministry of Interior
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism officers for providing legal representation to those viewed
by security forces adlSIE or dSILfamilie€(3% At least 15 private lawyers defendjnSIL
suspects before Iragi counterterrorism courtsNimewa @vernorate have been put under
arrest between24 July and 1®ugust2017, as stated biiuman Rights Watcihe warrants
were issued on charges FlLaffiliation for their work in countertewrism cases in the pastt
Lawyers have become very reluctant to defd8élsuspects, unless they are assigned by the
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court. A senior judge toléduman Rights Watch K I i WLINA @I S t+ g6& SN&
ISIS suspects they believed were inda#fiiated with ISIS, only taking on cases of people they

KI R

thought were wronghyOKF NESR 6AGK & L{L{ &adaAaLIS®Ias dzadz t f

ISILmembers convicted in courts of the government of Iraq were entitled to release under the
General Amnestfzaw of August 2016Np 27/2016), but as Human Rights Watch notes, this
law is not applied in a consistent way by the Iraqi judges. The law offers amnesty to those who
can demonstrate they joined a terrorist group agaitmeir own will, and they did niccommit

any seious offense before August 2018 However, after the law was criticised due to

f22LK2t8a GKIG Ftf268R GKS NBtSIHaS 2F WREy3ISNE

reports that convicted ISIL members were rampantly paying bribes to pvismh, the Office
of the Prime Minister submitted amendments thi#ancelled the provisiothat had allowed
amnesty forlSmemberswho could prove that they joined against their will and had not

O2YYAGGSR Fye &SNR2dza ONhavdltiese laehdmOtskeieS R g A U K

ratified in November 20178

The trial of the suspected perpetrators of the Camp Speicher massacreg@@am?2.2.1) was

the most renowned antterrorism case. It started in July 2015 and carded in February
2016.1t was reported thaB6 of the 40 men accused BILmembership and participation in

the murdering of hundreds of Iraqi Aforce cadets were sentenced to death and executed
after the Federal Cassation Court confirmed the desgthtences. In a second set of trials, the
Central Criminal Court sentenced another 27 men to death feirtmvolvement in the
massacré®The Report of the UN SecretaBeneral pursuant to resolution 2367 (2017) from
August 2017 mentions 25 déh sentencs and 25 acquittals® The defendants in the first
trial had denied the charges and claimed that their confessions were made under torture
during pre-trial detention. These confessions were the main evidence against the accused.
The court didnot act on theallegations of torture and refused to allow new evidence that
couldimpactthe charges!

1.2.2Retaliatory violence

According to theNovember 2018 reporby DIS/Landifo the primary profile that is targeted

by all seurity actorspresent in Iradgs peope suspected to have some kind of affiliation with
ISILwho as a resul#hay face impediments and limitations, such as arrests, abuses, refusals
to return to the areas of origin, confiscation of documents, limitations of social services
etc.3'®The samet 2 dzNDS T dzNI K SS\B L2t 0S35S NaKS2a fUAKA SIR YALY |
seem to suffer more from discrimination and abuses than people Wi B R 2 dzli a A R
control. &3

N
S
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110UN Security Council, Report of the Secret@gneral pursuant to resolution 2367 (2017), 19 October 2047,
p. 10.
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112Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Iraq: Security situation and the situation for ihyedisplaced persons (IDPs)
in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 20.
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TheUSDO%nnual report on human rights practices in Iraq (cove@d?7) noted that some

elements of thePMUs engaged in unlawful killings, enforced disappearances, kidnapping and
extortion.PMUswere also implicated in several attacks on Sunni civilians, reportedly avenging

ISILcrimes against the Shia community Amnesty Interh G A2y I f &dGF GSR GKI G Wt
have carried out a systematic pattern of violations, including enforced disappearance,
extrajudicial executions and other unlawful killings and torture of Sunni Arab men and boys,

seemingly in revenge for IS attac®$

Reporting on the protection of civilians in the context of tiNinewaoperations and the

retaking of Mosul in November 2017NAMInoted recorded instances of alleged violations

and abuses of human rights by ISF and associated f8fdesJanuary 2017 the USkecurity

Council statesi K 4 ! b! aL KlFI&a NBOSAGSR WI avlff ydzyoSN
by government and pr@ 2 @S Ny Y S Vi In & 2aNdarg 2026 report UNAMI ndte

allegations of unlawful killings committed by ISF and associated fdrogQt dzZRA Yy 3 Wl (a1 O
NBLINKAAalFfaAa F3IFAyald LISNBR2ya o0StASOSR 2RI LISNDODSA GBS

Acts of revenge in the form of interceptions, enforced disappearances and killings Sunnis
committed by ISF and affiliated forces were retemat during 20142017.21° Likewise, in a July

Hamp NBLRZNIG !'b!alL YIRS y2GS 2F wO2yiGAydzSR NBLR
YR @A2fl GA2ya 2F AYOUSNYFGA2Y I KdzYl yRGF NRFyYy f
Human Rights Watatecorded74 cases of men and four cases of boys who were detained by

Iragi military and security forces between April 2014 and October 2017 and forcibly
disappeared because of their pmived sympathy for ISIL and @heda. 33 of the cases

involved Sunni men and bsyfrom areas under ISIL control that were disappeared Iraqi

security forces at checkpointg

Examples ofreatment of local population by government actors and affiliated armed groups
includethe followinglists of incidentsbelow, however, it should beoted that perceived ISIL
affiliation is not necessarily explicitly cited as the reason for the abuses in the sources given.
Whilst the incidents happened in the context of the battle against ISIL, other factors may have
played a roleThis listshows themajority ofreported incidentsoccurredin the 2014201612

In 2016 Ayatollah alSistanjin a reactiorto allegations of abuse of civilians in Fallujahjune

2016 cautioned that norcombatantsshould not be harmed, and Battrader Hadi aAmeri
vowed D hold those accountable for abus®3Sources report that there has beemealuction

of the PMUsrole in battles after the st@ security apparatus regroupé&d, the gradual

114USDOSCountry Report on Human Rights Practices 20i3g¢, 20 April 2018yrl.

115 Al, Iraq: turning a blind eyethe arming of the Popular Mobilization Forces , 5 January 201 7%. 15.

116 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the text of the Ninewa Operations and the retaking

of Mosul City, 17 October 201610 July 2017, 2 November 201ifl, pp. 3, 25.

117UN Sectity Council, Report of the Secreta@eneral pursuant to resolution 2299 (2016), 26 January 2017,

p. 11.

118 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Iraq: 1dvBlyOctoler 2015,

11 January 2016url, p. 21.

119UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions

on her missiorio Iraq [A/HRC/38/44/Add.1], 20 June 2018, p. 8.

120 UNAMIOHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Iraq: 11 December- B0l April

2015, 13 July 2015yl, p. 25.
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improvement of the security situatid??, the politicalambitions of the PMUeadership?, as

well as an active effortio silence critics of the PMU$’ Regarding abuses committed by ISF

an Iraq analyst informed th2018DIS/Landinfo FFRO KRG K § Wi KS L{ C &aSNA2dzaf :
ye @AZandihéisaufca ibted in the 2018port that Wne would be hard pressed to

find examples of violation§?®

Baghdad

91 Shia militias werallegedlyresponsible for thél Y | kalidgtbf 61 Sunni men between

1 June and July2014, and the Kkillings of at least 48 Sunni men in March and April,

Hamn AY @AfflF3Sa FyR G26ya | NRdzyR . | 3IKRIRZ

YIye OFraSasx gAiGySaasSa ARS(EATASR GKS YAt AGA
9 During the period of 48 November2014, around 25 individuals were reported to

have been abducted fromkS QF 6 6 SF aGSNY B3| I3KRFERO 068 YAfAC
1 Between May and October 201¥hembers of the Sunni community from Anbar were

abducted, allegedly by militias operating under PMU, after passing to the Baghdad

side of Bzebiz Bridge. Some were reported to have beeszdfiter payment of

ransoms, while others were allegedly kill&%f

Babil

T On 9July2014, police found 53 bodies in a ditch in an area north of Hilla (Babil
Governorate). Locals stated that Sunni men were targeted and spoke of involvement
of AAHin the killings'3?

1 On 6January2015, the remains of four men were found in Albu Bahani area, northern
Babil. The viaths were inhabitants of Jurf-8lakhr who had reportedly been abducted
by militia members over a month earli&

1 On 4Januan2016, allegd militia members operating under PMU shot and killed the
muezzin of the AbdallaJubouri Mosque in Hasswa sdistrict, in Iskandariya, Babil
province®

125UN Security Council, Report of the Secret@gneral pursuant to resolution 2292016), 26 January 201,
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pp. 1135.

LYy ESNYFGAZ2YEFE / NAEAAA DNRdAzLIZ ul pld@p.Q& LI NF YAf AGFNE 3INBdzLIAE X
127Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Iraq: Security situatiortrensituation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)

in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 47.

128Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Iraq: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)

in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 49.

129penmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Iraq: Security situation and thatisitifor internally displaced persons (IDPs)

in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, p. 49.

130Human Rights Watch, Iraq: pb2 SSNY YSyd YAt AGAlIaQ GNIAf 2F RSFHGKZ FihdlE O
31 July 2014yrl.

131 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Iraq: 11 Septeqrii@December

2014, 23 February 2018tl, p. 20.

132 UNAMI/OHCHRReport onthe Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag: 1 November 208®%

September 2016, 30 December 2016, p. 18.

133Human Rights Watch, Iraq: p@2 SSNY YSy i YAfAGALFaAaQ GNIAf 2F RSFGKZ FGdF Of
31 July 2014yrl.

134 UNAMIOHCHR, Report on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Iraq: 11 December- B0l April

2015, 13 July 2015yl, p. 27.

135 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag: 1 November@8a5

September 2016, 30 December 2016, p. 18.



http://undocs.org/S/2017/75
https://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21739759-islamic-state-defeated-new-sense-unity-prevails-it
https://lifos.migrationsverket.se/dokument?documentSummaryId=40665
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/188-iraqs-paramilitary-groups_0.pdf
https://www.nyidanmark.dk/-/media/Files/US/Landerapporter/iraq_report_security_IDPs_and_access_nov2018.pdf?la=da&hash=F20C250A8F2946B52667C1C78AEC7E356A5D715F
https://www.nyidanmark.dk/-/media/Files/US/Landerapporter/iraq_report_security_IDPs_and_access_nov2018.pdf?la=da&hash=F20C250A8F2946B52667C1C78AEC7E356A5D715F
https://www.nyidanmark.dk/-/media/Files/US/Landerapporter/iraq_report_security_IDPs_and_access_nov2018.pdf?la=da&hash=F20C250A8F2946B52667C1C78AEC7E356A5D715F
https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/31/iraq-pro-government-militias-trail-death
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_Sep_Dec_2014.pdf
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&task=download&id=2106_a96b8b398574e30a6b5f17379845067c&Itemid=650&lang=en
https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/31/iraq-pro-government-militias-trail-death
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_4th_POCReport-11Dec2014-30April2015.pdf
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&task=download&id=2106_a96b8b398574e30a6b5f17379845067c&Itemid=650&lang=en

EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGEPORT IRATARGETING OF INDIVADRS T 29

1 On 28March2016, three days after an attack in a football stadium iHlasswa area,

Iskandariya suldlistrict militia members operating under PM{Jattacked the Sunni
Mosque in Alexandria citgentre, killing the son of the Muezzin. On the same day,
uniformed gunmen reportedly stormed a house ifHaEsswa area, Iskandariya sub
district, wounding one civdn and abducting four others. All the victims of these
attacks were members of the Sunni commurtity

Salah alDin

In September 201,48 number of people were executed and/or disappeared during
militia attacks in Tuz District, SalaRih province’

On25March2015, Shia militia members abducted 125 Sunni Arab residents of Naeb
and Taeq Douri villages in the Albghadda and Jalam areas ofCalur. Their
whereabouts are unknowh*

On 9June2015, a video appeared on social media showing men, wearing what
appeared to be police uniforms, burning a cadaver and shouting sectarian chants.
According to sources the corpse was found neaklam subdistrict in Salah aDin.**®

On 1819 October2015, PMU destroyed and burned public and private propeities
Baiji,Salah atDin G@vernorate. Houses of residents believed to be associatedi®ith
were burnt4°

On 220ctober2015, PMW abducted at least 175 civilians from the Askari and Tin
areas of Tuz Khurmatu, SalaFDah province. The victims were Sunni Arabs wad h
been displaced to Tuz Khurmatu since June 2014. A day later the bodies of three
abductees were founét!

Between 1 and B1arch2016, 500 to 550 Sunni males from the Khumrani and Juza
villages, in the Jazeera Tikrit area were taken away Byl Q A éHaq!fdldwingd: af
security operation carried out jointly by Federal police and militias. Residents
reported mistreatment during the incident or while being hétél

On 11April 2016, the bodies of five civilians were found in Baiji district, north of Tikrit.
The victims were part of a group of Sunni men who were abducted some days before.
According to sources the perpetrators belonged to a militia group that operates under

the PMU*®
1 In September 201&MUsdestroyed hundreds fohomes in the village of #ithah,
situated outside Tikrit, Salah-Blin province'**
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1 On 22September2016, SunnMobilization Forces killed two alleged membersISfL
in Etha village, norttrn Shirgat district (Salah-Blin province). The following day they
killed another alleged mmber of ISILin Shukran village, also situated in Shirgat
District. On 26September016 the sameperpetrators killed two allegedSIL
members in Jumela village, Shirgat district. Ors8ptember2016 they killed another
allegediSILmember in Etha villag'4®

1 On 10ctober2016, Sunni Mobitation Forces, specifically the Shirgat Mddailion,
together with PMUsdestroyed about 52 residential houses in different villages of
Shirgat district. The houses allegedly belonged to-mtiwnISILmembers!4®

T On 29November2016, Farsan alubour, a militia made up of Sunni fighters,
summarily executed at least four men they suspected of affiliation V8th These
executions took place in Shayakd-lmam village, situated 7Rilometressouth of
Mosul inSalah aDinGovernorate. Army forces werpresent but did not intervené&’

Basrdn

9 In the summer of 2014 at least 19 Sunni civilian men were killed and a further 19
injured in a spate of targeted killings and abductions in Bastaonymous threats
were issued teeveral Sunni mosques and the houses of Sunni citizens in some areas
2F 1 0dz YKIaSS0 RAAGNARAOG 6SNBE YINJSR 6AGK |
4 Wdzy ARSYGATASR 3JdzyYSyQd ¢KS 20t O2YYdzy
were targeted for nather reason than their faith*
9 On 80ctober2014 three members of the Sunni community were abducted in and
around Basrhin public places during daylight hours. Media and local sources alleged
that militias had carried out the abductions. UNAMI contintedeceive reports from
Basréd of abductions believed to stem from the activities of militias active in the
areal®®

Diyala

1 On24-26 November2014, militias destroyed at least four Sunni Mosques in Saadiya
and five in Jalawla (Diyala Governorate), aceaydo unverified report$*

1 On 3December2014, ISF assisted by members of a militia arrested a man alleged to
be aniSILleader in Saadiya (Diyala province). He was executed the following'day

T On 23January2015, four Sunni mosques were destroyed by Shiditia in
Mugdadiya. Homes were also destroy&d
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1 On26January2015, Shia militias and security forces killed at least 56 Sunni Muslims
in Barwana, situated in Diyala province. The killings were possibly revenge acts after
the killings of Shia militia nmeand government forces H$lLin previous day$>

1 On 10August2015, a Sunni man went missing in Baquba after being stopped by PMU
militiamen. In retaliation for a bomb attack in a predominantly Shia area in Baquba
that day, some 30 Sunni men were roundem*>*

1 On 11Januan2016, attackers alleged by witnesses to be militia members operating
under PMUg detonated explosives against and set fire to at least six Sunni mosques
in Muqdadiya district, nortreast of Baquba® Abductions and killings were also
reported.**®

1 On 2March2016, gunmen allegedly belonging to tR&U stormed three houses in
alAhemar village, west of Mugdadiya. Three adult male civilians, belonging to the
Sunni Arab community, were Kkilléef

1 ©On 18July2016, in Diyala, gunmen, allegedwitnesses to be Shia militaembers
aK2G IyR (AfftSR 2yS OADAL A |l-dftricy, BIIBMUbEK A & K2 YS
RAAGNAOGUD® ¢KS QGAOGAY 41L& +y SYLX2e8SS 2F | f
society activist from the Sunni Arab commuyiit®

1 On 13August2016,PMUmembers conducted a raid in villages of Zaghniya Kabira and
Zaghniya Saghira, in Abbara giibtrict, northreast of Baquba, abducting at least four
Sunni residents. The bodies of two abductees with gunsloatndswere later found
in a nearby farnt®®

Anbar

1 Since late 2014 members KHhave forcibly disappeareaundreds of men and boys
at atRazzaza checkpointhich separates Anbar and Karbala governorates

1 In March 2016, a teacher who escaped from dlgrict of atQaem went missing after
he was taken away for questioning by PMU militiamen at the Razzazagolrgcon
the road from Anbar Gvernorate to Baghdaéf?

1 On 27May 2016, during the military operation to retake Fallujah from ISIL, at least 80
men andboys were detained and abductdry members of armed groups operating
in support of ISF, after they fled-8kjar, in the Abo Sdyrah area, Sh{ia

1 InJune 2016 Iraqi forces, includiRylUs detained and disappeared at least 70 men
from Karma, a towmorth-east of FallujaR®

153 Al, Irag: Barwana massaeB®tched investigation, families waiting for justice, 10 June 20d5Human Rights

Watch, Irag: Militias escalate abuses, possibly war crimes, 15 Februaryu2015,
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159 UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraq: July to December 2016, 30 August, 20174.
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163 Human Rights Watch, Iraq: Anbar displaced barred from gangeh2 November 201l
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1 In July 2016 local media quoting the Chair of the Anbar Provincial Council reported
that PMUs had destroyed and burned down several mosques in Falttijah

1 During military operations to retake the town of Fallujah-fbar) and suounding
areas fromSiLin May/June 2016. Hundreds of men and boys reporteaint missing
after having been taken into custody by forces affiliated with the PMUs

1 In October 2016, houses in Ramadi, Falujah, Heet and other areas of return in Anbar
were marked for eviction on accusation of affiliation WigiL®® As many police, ISF
and PMU units relocated towards Mostiibal fighters were the major players in
thesereturns area. According to estimates hundreds of families were evi€ted

1 In November 2016, authorities in Heet district (Anbar Governorate) published two
lists, accusing 35 families of affiliation witBIL They were ordered to leave their
homes, with tleats to kill those who refused to leav®

1 On 19November2016, ISF anBMUsfrom Karbala Governota arrested 14 civilians
in akNukhayb (Anbar governorate). The following day siore civilians were
arrested?6®

1 On 11November2017, in alObeidi village oQaim district, Anbar, a house belonging
to an allegedSILmember was burnt’®

Ninewa

1 On 25January2015, members of aa¥idi militia attacked two Arab villages, Jiri and
Sibaya Nlinewa @vernorate).It was reported that21 residents were killed, forty
others were abducted, 17 of whom are still missing. Half of those killed were elderly
or disabled men and women and children. Houses were looted and bifhed

1 In November 2015, after the recapture of Sinjar by Peshmerga forces and associated
forces, ‘ézidiarmed groups reportedly engaged in retaliatory attacks against Sunni
Arab civilians and properfyf?

f On 14November2015, a Yazidi armed group entered the Sunni ArédblviBSa b QSYy A QI
and Golat, nortkeast of Sinjar iNinewa Governorate, and looted and destroyed
property. The next day another Yazidi armed group shot and injured the village chief
and his brother in the Kurdish village Qabousiya, atsmated in Ninewa
Governorate'™

164 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag: 1 November@28@5
September 2016, 30 December 2046, p. 21.
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1 Around 210ctober2016, members of the Iragiederal Police were said to have killed
six men in the Shura swhstrict of Mosul*"

1 In late October 2016, the Hashdlald K I Q A NJaba®@y nNliazdetdinkd and beat
at least 22 nan from two villages near Most? These events took place in the village
of atMakuk, near Mosut®

1 On 25November2016, a group of armed men allegedly wearing Iragi Army uniforms
abducted an Imam in @Dayyarah, south of Mosul. A day later his body was brought
to a local medicatentre!’’

1 On 21January®017, a video was posted on social media showing men in army and
police uniforms killing three men in civilian clothing in Mosul.tiy

1 In February 2017, home evictions and subsequent destructions of buildings were
committed byPMUsin severavillages situated souttvest of Mosuflt™®

1 On 5February2017, a video emerged on social media showing msome of whom
wearing wiat appear to be Iragi Army uniforsrg killing one individual in eastern
Mosul &

1 On 6February2017, the commander of th€hristian Mobiliation Units, also known
as the Babylon Mobiation Unit, ordered Sunni Arabs to vacate Tilkef disthNiewa
Governorate34 Sunni Arab community members fled to Mot

T On 28April2017, at least 170 men were abducted while they wéeeifg from Hatra
district reportedly towards Hamam-&llil district NinewaGovernorate). One source
reported that they were taken away by PMUs. PMUs denied involvehiént

f On5May2017,theal{ 6 QI 6A ¢NAOGIf /2YYAGGS&E OKFANEBI
S QF g A { dzy y Azatioh NUIRitQ dle€idedat@ evictSIAmembers and their
families from all the villages in Mosul district where the{dl 6 QF 6 A (GNAO6S I NB
majority. On 18Vay 2017 the forced evictions process was halted, although by that
time some sispects had already been evict&d

1 On 18June2017, a number oNinewapolicemen were arrested on charges of killing
two civilians on 1May 2017, while searching for ISIL affiliated persons in the ISF
controlled atintisarneighbourhoodn Mosul*®*

1 On 11July2017, a video posted online showed men in military uniform beating
several captives. One of thewas dragged to the edge of a wall, then thrown anfiti

174 UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraqg: July to December 2016, 30 August 20173.

175Human Rights Watch, Integrating Iraqi fighting forces is not enough, 6 Januaryg017,

176 Al, Iraq: Tribal militia tortured detainees in revenge attacks during Mosul offensive, 2 Novembeug2pAS,

Irag: Nowhere to run, 22 December 2016l.

177UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the context of the Ninewa Operations and the retaking
of Mosul City, 17 October 201610 July 2017, 2 November 201ifl, p. 27.

178 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the context of the Ninewa Operations and the retaking
of Mosul City, 17 October 201610 July 2017, 2 November 201ifl, p. 25.

19 Human Rights Watch, Iraq: Looting, destruction by forces fightingni&tpparent military necessity for home
demolitions, 16 February 201dtl.

180U NAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the context of the Ninewa Operations and the retaking
of Mosul City, 17 October 201610 July 2017, 2 November 201ifl, p. 25.

181 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the context of the Ninewa Operations and the retaking
of Mosul City, 17 Qober 2016¢ 10 July 2017, 2 November 201ifl, p. 27.
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of Mosul City, 17 October 201610 July 2017, 2 November 201ifl, p. 35.
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shot numerous times as he lay on the ground by a river. Another man, already lying
on the groundjs also shot numerous times by the uniformed ni&h
T On 22July2017, video footage online showed Iragi police beating an alld§dd
YSYOSNI SINIFASNI (KId Y2YyGK Ay 6SaiSNYy a2adz c
Interior gave orders to jail the perpettors, who had been identified as policem&h

Kirkuk
In September 2017 units of tHeMUsaffiliated with the Badr Organization detained
and beat villagers during the battle to take the city of Hawija. Four men were
reportedly taken away and killed’

1.2.3Targeting by RG Forces

Kurdistan Region of Iraq

Sources interviewed by the D)llﬁndmfodurmg a 2018act-finding mission to KRI noted that

WYdZNRAAK aSOdzNAGe FT2NOSa KIFE@S FdAf O2yGNRBE 208
forcesoperating inside the KFF8¢ K S NB L2 NI FdzNIKSNJ FaaSaasSR GKIF G
NS Ffa2 GFNBSGAY3 adaAaLISOGSR L{L{ FFFAtAIGSa ¢
L{C R2y Qi KI@S GKS Ol LIDOAGe (G2 2LISNIGS Ay YdzNR

In its WorldReport 2018Human Rights Watcbbserves the battle again$$iLafforded KRG

forces the latitude to carry out serious abuses under the guise of fighting temét Human

Rights Watch reported thaW i KS 2dzZRAOALFf &d2aiSYa 2FRGo20OK (KS
authorities are prosecuting thousandSILsuspects under their respective counterterrorism

legislation, primarily for membership in or providing support to.Bt$uman Rights Watch

added that ISILA dza LISOG & ' NB 06SAy3a K Ssbne asey inhwaa@eS NONER 6 R S
conditiong3*?

In a Deember 2017 reporHuman Rights Watchxpressedts concern about government

F2NODSa RSGFAYAY3I a4dzaLISO0a WoAldK tAGGES NBFE S¢
detention ofISILA dza LISOG &> GKSNB | NB WydzySNRdza | f€S3FdAz
F2NOSaQ A yTHEMENRIGhts Watch ¥fad dbcumented allegations of torture by KRG

forces holdingSILsuspects. For instance, out d® child ISILsuspects held by th&KRG and

interviewed by Human Rights Watch, seventeen said that Asayish forces tortured them in

order to extract confession'$* Furthermore, Human Rights Watch descdibee prosecution

183UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the context of the Ninewa Operations and the retaking

of Mosul City, 1Dctober 2016; 10 July 2017, 2 November 201ifl, p. 36.

188 UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraq: July to December 201 2@L3uyl, p. 7.

187Human Rights Watch, Iraq: Investigate abuses in Hawija operation, 28 Septembeur2017,

188Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Iraq: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)
in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, pp. 23, 24.

189Denmark, DIS, Norway, Landinfo, Iraq: Security situation and the situation for internally displaced persons (IDPs)
in the disputed areas, 5 November 2018, pp. 2425.

199 Hyman Rights Watch, World Report 2618ag, 18 January 2018l

191 Human Rights WatctwWorld Report 2018Irag, 18 January 2018l

192Hyman Rights Watch, World Report 2618aq, 18 January 2018l

198 Human Rights Watch, Flawed Justice. Accountability for ISIS crimes in Iraq, Decemben 20171

194 Human Rights Watch, Flawed Justice. AccountadlitySIS crimes in Iraq, December 2047, p. 51.
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of ISILsuspects in Kurdish courts as flawed, relying exclusively ergred counterterrorism
law and based on confessions and written witness testinighy

During a facfinding mission to the KRI in September and October 2015 Public Aid
OrganizationPAO)Kurdish Human Rights Wat¢KHRW)nformed the Danish Immigration
Service that the Kurdishuthorities generallyiew SunniArabsas part ol SiLuntil the opposite

is proven. Even Sunni Arabs who have lived in KRI for a long period of time might experience
difficulties crossing border checkpoints or checkpoints insidé’kR

Disputed territories under de facto Kurdish contr@ip until October 2017)

Areas of the disputed territories of Iraq, including Kirkuk, came under Kurdish Peshmerga

O2y GNRt RdAzZNAY3A wnanmn | yRIGR G2 OB DiittkBeBiBS RN &2 YS Y2
However, as a consequence of a Kurdish referendum on independence on

25 September2017, the ISk cooperation with the PMUs took back control of most of the

disputed areas on 16 and Ttctober2017, which had previously been under controklod

Kurdish Peshmergd’ Therefore, this section deals with examples from the areas prior to the

loss of Kurdish control and regaining of ISF presence in the disputed territories.

Concerning the actions of KR@vernment forceghe UN Special Rapporteun @xtrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions in Irag mentions in a June 2018 report retaliatory attacks by
Kurdishsecurity forcesand associated Peshmerga and Yazidi armed groups, against Sunni
Arab civilians and property follong the recapturingr territory from ISIL!® In a December

2017 report Human Rights Watch ndtéhat since 2014, units of the KRG have carried out
mass destruction of civilian property in areas recaptured fi@h!*° In a November 2016
report Human Rights Watdeported on the demolition of buildings and homes b§urdish
security forcesn seventeen villages in Kirkuk and foulNmewabetween September 2014

and May 2016ln a further 62 vihges satellite imagery providedidence of destruction after
Kurdishsecurity forcegecaptured them KRG President Massoud Barzaformed Human
Rights Watch in July 204bat the KRG would not allow Sunni Arabs to return to villages that
had beereéArabized by former President Saddam Hus<@ionsidering thathey are rightfully
Kurdis lands*® TheHuman Rights Watateport furtherremarkedi K | ugh teitigorial claims

lend credence to the belief of many Arabs that KRG security forces may have carried out
demolitions for the purpose of preventing or disslireg Arabs from returning ther@*

Human Rights Watch explained that in the 'disputed areas', and in several cases in KR, there
are examples of Arabs arrested on suspicion of being ISIL members and depariezD15,
| dzY'l'y wA3IKGA& 2 §OK 206 3aSNISR dyiskdari of pegple ey R A & K | N.

F NNBAGSR 2y GKS adaLAOA2y 2F o6SAy3 L{L{ &dziR?
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AAAAA

ddza LISOGSR L{ TFAIKISNER 2RYNHGKISformailihe RIS that theK N2 dz3 K 2
possibility to seek protection from the authdds in KRI and other Kurdish controlled areas in

case of harassment based on religious and/or ethnic affiliation depends on the personal
connections of the person in questié?f.

In a November 2016 report Amnesty Int@tional reportedthat since mid2014 tundreds of

GK2dzal yRa 2F L5ta KIFI@S F2dzyR aKStGdSNJ Ay YAN] d
residents about the impact of the population movement on the demographic composition of

0KS 32 @3NBowihglisS Surprise attack bySIL on Kirkuk Governorate on

21 October2016, ArabDPs and Arab residents of theogernorate suffered a backlash. The

authorities in Kirkuk demolished the homes of hundreds of Sunni Asiients of Kirkuk and

Arab IDB were displaced to camps or exgelirom Krkuk Gvernorate?°®

Discussing the security situation tine disputed territoriesin 2016, UNHCR informed the
Danish Immigration Service that, generally speaking, young single med Fagker
harassment rates based on their religious or ettafidiation than other profiles, stating that
WISunni Arab with no connections would potentiallcdaa higher risk of harassme@t’
Human Rights Watch informed the Danish Immigration Service that the Asayish and the
Peshmerga forcemundedup suspectedSlLsupporters or members in Kirkuk, and there are
concerns about their due process rights and a general suspicion of Sunni ArabTheis.
&2 dzNOS T dzNI hSdHredepdrtsifi®m 2004KHatisevabal dozens of Arab men have
been assassinated aroundkuk, allegedly by itdish forces or Shia militia®®

The following are xamples of treatment of local populationy KRG forces in disputed
territories under de facto Kurdish controp to October 201.7%°

Ninewa

1 Since regaining control of Zummawest of Mosul, in late October 2014, Peshmerga
and associated forces conductéittaliatory attack€against Sunni Afkacivilians in
the subdistrict after retaking control from ISIL arghusing?d O2 NBaQ 2F { dzy y A
families to relocate to Mosul or Syri¥
1 On 22April 2015, Peshmerga members expelled Sunni Arab resideom the village
of Sahl aMalih, southern Zummar sudlistrict and set fire to their homes, accusing
them of supporting SIL2!!

203penmark, DI he Kudistan Region of Iraq (KRI); fact finding mission, 26 September to 6 Octobed 2@45il

2016,url, p. 39.

204Denmark, DISThe Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI); fact finding mission, 26 September to 6 Octohar22qird

2016,url, p. 51.
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207Denmark, DIS he Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI); fact findimggion, 26 September to 6 October 2012 April

2016,url, p. 29.

208 penmark, DISThe Kurdistan Region baq (KRI); fact finding mission, 26 September to 6 October, 22W&pril

2016,url, pp. 3334.

209 perceived I& affiliation is not necessarily explicitly cited as the reason for the committed abuses in the

examples cited.

210 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Iraq: 11 December- 201April

2015, 13 July 2015yl, p. 27.

211 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Irag: 11 December- 301April

2015, 13 July 2015yl, p. 30.
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https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_4th_POCReport-11Dec2014-30April2015.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_4th_POCReport-11Dec2014-30April2015.pdf

EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGEPORT IRATARGETING OF INDIVADRS T 37

1 In mid-November 2015, at least 156 Sunni Arab families filoree villages (aGolat,
Aeiashat, and Neaineea'a) were displaced by military operations conducted by
Kurdish security forces to liberate Sinjar district. Whilst some of them were captured
by ISIL. others were stopped by Peshmerga forces as they attemfuieatcess safe
areas. Between 5 and 16 February, Peshmerga prevented food items from reaching
the families, alleging that they were infiltrated yllelements. A number of villagers
died2'?

1 On 14January2016, Peshmerga forces destroyed more than 20 Beumelonging to
Sunni Arab families in Der Um Toutha village, Wanadssthict, Tal Kaif. After the
area was retaken by Peshmerga in February 2015, villagers were forcibly displaced
and Sunni Arab farigs were barred from returning-?

1 On 17April2016, Aayish ordered 26 families (317 individuals), all Sunni Arabs from
Aski Mosul town, Huthema and Tal Thahab villages, to prepare to leave the areas the
following day for security reasons. On ABril, they were relocated to the Garmawa
IDP camp (Dohuk Govemrate). Leaving this camp was reportedly only allowedhwit
written permission of Asayist?

1 TheKRGplaced restrictions on the movement of goods into and out of the district of
Sinjar, thus limiting the access to food, water, livelihoods, and other fundehen
rights of the local azidi population Human Rights Watcheports in December
20162°

1 Between28 August and3 September2017,Asayishsecurity forcesallegedlycarried
out mass executions of allegé8liLfighters in their custody. Approximately 8@&re
killed and buried in a mass grave in the villageBardiya,Ninewa Governorate?'®
Kurdish authoritis denied the allegation®s’

Kirkuk

1 On 8Februan015, Peshmerga members allegedly destroyed a numbétades in
south-west Kirkuk to preventSILfrom using them as aase from where to attack
Kirkuk?8

T On 2 and August2015, Peshmerga forces allegedly destroyed civilian houses and
government buildings in Dib district, Kirkuk. In Mullabdullah sukdistrict, Kirkuk
similar destruction took plac&?

1 On 90ctober2016, Kirkuk authorities (including Peshmerdaayish and Police)
forcefully evicted between B00 and 4000 residents of Qara Tapa village, Kirkuk
Governorate. Houses wereportedly burnt anddestroyed??°

212 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Iraq: 1 November@8a5
September 2016, 30 Decemh2016,url, p. 25.

213 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag: 1 Noge2ml5¢ 30
September 2016, 30 December 2016, p. 21.

214 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civiliarin the Armed Conflict in Iraq: 1 November 2@130
September 2016, 30 December 2016, p. 16.

215Human Rights Watclraqg: KRG Restrictions Harm Yezidi Recov®igproportionate Limits on Goods Entering,
Leaving Sinjar, 4 December 2006,

216Human Right Watch, Kurdistan Regional Government: allegations of mass executions, 8 Februanri2018,
217Human Rights Watch, KRG Response to war crimegaiins in Iraq falls short, 5 April 2018l.

218 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Irag: 11 December 2014pril
2015, 13 July 2015yl, p. 29.

219 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Iraq: 1dvBlyOctober 25,
11 January 2016url, p. 26.

220UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraqg: July to December 2016, 30 August 2015,
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1 On 210ctober2016, in Qutan Village in Pajwan sdistrict of Kirkuk district,
Peshmerga forces evicted residents. KDP Asayish forces transported the detained
residents to Laylan camp a couple of days later and completely or partially deetblis
all the houses in Qutan village, except foriselonging to Turkmen familiés

1 On 240ctober2016, KDP security forces evicted approximately 30 families of Qush
Qaya VillageniPajwan sudglistrict of Kirkuké??

1 In November 2016 Peshmerga destroyed hesybuildings and even entire villages in
the territories they recently conqueredHuman Rights Watcmentions 17 villages in
Kirkuk and4 in Ninewagovernorates, specifically the subistrict of Zummar??

Diyala

1 On 16August2015, Peshmerga forceemolished an unknown number of houses and
structures in Sunrinhabited areasn Jalawla, Diyaladsernorate??*

1.3Internally displaced persons

In its October 2018 repothe UN Security Council notésat more than 18 million people
remain displacedhside Iragmany of whomexpress an unwillingness to retura their areas

of origin because of®oncerns regarding security and community reconciliation, the
destruction of property, insufficient services and livelihoods and the lack of progress in
clealing explosive hazar@®As of 30September2018 the UNDffice for the Coordination of
Humanitarian AffairsNOCHA) reports that more thaqimillion displaced people retned
home in Irag. More than @.million remain displaced50% of whom have beedisdaced for
more than three year$?® Someinternally displaced @rsors face denial of returnto their
region of origid?’, whilst others are forced to return.??® Denial of accesdo areas of
displacementvas also reportett® aswere abusesgainst IDBcommittedby elements of the
ISF and associated forgesspeciallyon account of their perceived support or collaboration
with ISIL2%0

221 UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraq: July to December 2016, 30 August 2015,

222 UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraq: July to December 2016, 30 August,2@15,
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224 UNAMI OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag: 1dvBlyOctober 2015,

11 January 2016url, p. 21.

225UN Security Council, Implementation of resolution 2421 (2018) Report of the SeeBstagral [S/2018/975],

31 October 2018,rl, p. 12.

226 UNOCHA, Irag: Timeline of displacements and returns (as of 30 September 2018), 8 Octoberl 2018,

22T UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraq: July to December 2017, 8 Julyl2p18; IOM, Obstacles

to return in retaken areas of Iraq, 31 March 200@T ! LY t dzyAaKSR F2NJ 51 SakKkQa ONRYSay
militias and government force48 October 2016yrl, p. 59.

228 NRC, The long road home: achieving durable solutions to displacement in Iraq, lessons from returns in Anbar,
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September 201 74rl, p. 12.

229 UNAMI/OHCHRReport on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Iraq: 11 December- 201Apil

2015, 13 July 2015yl, p. 8.
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1.3.1Denial of return

In September 2018 UNHGRported that Wibal leaders, security actors and communities
continueto impede or deny permission to families with perceived links to extremists to return
to areas of ogin in Anbar, Kirkuk and Nine@&! Denied returns were reported in several
camps in Ninewa. Security actors forcibly relocated at least 22 families fillages near
Mosul to camps in Ninewa. It concerned femhkaded households alleged to Ve
affiliations with extremist€3? In Abbassi subdistrict in Kirkuk Governoratgovernment
affiliated armed groups instructed thélukhtars to direct families perceived to have
affiliations with extremists to leave the area for Kirkuk city or camps within one widek.
Mayor of Abbassi, however, referred the issue to the Governor otiKigkd the action was
suspended In August 201846 famlies from Kirkuk, Ninewa and SalakDah governorates
indicated to have been rdisplaced to camps acrobinewaafter being prevented or forced
to leave by armed actors in their areforigin*

In a July 2018 report UNHCR not#tidents ofrecruitment of returnees into government
affiliated armed groups continue to be reported in parts of Diyala and Ninewa. According to
some reports, groups who control the areas make returns conditional on the commitment of
families to enlist ae or more ma family members$?® In the same reporNHCRnformed

that two groups of IDPs have been prevented from returning to Garma district in Anbar and
Al-Refet in Balad district (Salah-Bin)23®

UNHCR reporteth May 2018 that 150 families were not allowed &turn to the atRutba
district of Anbar, because of family ties with extremist groups. Earlier problems concerning
return to Falluja and other towns in Anbar were also repor&drhe Internet newspaper
Nigashnotedthe security vetting for a return to Anbés very strict, and nobody is allowed to
return without security clearance by several authorities. Nigash also stated that returnees still
get arrested as terrorism suspects, even though they are in possessitmtuients stating

that they do notpose ay security risk®

In April 28 Amnesty International observetiat government forces, includingMUsand
Tribal mobiligtion militias, have been preventing families with perceived ties to ISIL from
returning to their home or places of origin. Iragi forces, including EMUs have also
regularly arrested and forcibly disappeared men with perceived ISIL ties directly Bfém |
camps. Sexual exploitation of women in IDP camps by meesnbf the PMUswvas also
reported >*°

In its report on human rights in Iraq in the July to December 2017 padbidMI notes its
concern about attempts to derpP<ghe right toreturn to their homes as well as attempts to

231UNHCR, Iraq protection updageptember 2018, 30 September 2018, p. 2.

232UNHCR, Iraqg protection updaSeptember 2018, 30 September 2018, p. 2.

233UNHCR, Iraq protection updageptember 2018, 30 September 2018, p. 2.

234UNHCR, Iraq Protection Updateigust 2018, 31 August 2018], p. 3.

235UNHCR, Iraqg protection updafelly 2018, 31 July 201&], p. 2.

236 UNHCR, Iraqg protection updafelly 2018, 31 July 201&], p. 2.

283TUNHCR, Irag Situation: UNHCR Flash Update, 31 Mayu2D18

238 Nigash, Fact or Friction? Anbar Locals Worry As They See ExttdiimistNeighbours Returning Home, 29
March 2018url.

239 Al, The condemned. Women and children isolated, trapped and exploited in Iraq, 17 Aprib@0pg, 17, 29,
34, 36.
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intimidate those who support their returi?® Reporting on human rights in Iraq in the July to
December 2016 perigdUNAMI indicatd i K SNBE 6 SNB WNBLR2 NI A G(KI G
to their places of origin faced hostility fromclal Government authorities, including threats of
forced eviction, and at times destruction of property, harassment, threats, abductions, and
killings at the hands of armedaups operating in those are&¥*

In a March 201 /report IOMexplained thatéf those IDPs who tried to return, 28were not
allowed to do so whether through intentional delays by local authorities in processing the
documentation required to organize the returor blockages at checkpoir®?

In October 206 Amnesty Internationaleported that Sunni ID® have been prevented from

L5t
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prevented from returning to their towns and villages through a mix of complicated
bureaucratic procedures and requiremts, and intimidabry tactics, including abductions,
arbitrary detention and, in the case of Diyadaen extrajudicial executior&*

UNAMI reporedthat all through 2016 the return of Sunni IDPs to JuSakhr (Babil prdnce)

was hindered by militia¥'* Jurf atiSakhr has been renameldirf atiNasr and residentsvere

barred from returning home. Accordingto a SunniMB I Yy Ay 3 i KS -SakdBaz LJ S
from returning home is part of attempt to induce demographic opann this part of the
country.&®

1.3.2Eviction and érced return

In its protection update from August 2018, UNH&&ed that in the period from October
2017 up until August 2018, ové&300 families in Salah-8lin, Anbar and Baghdad were
forcibly evicted from camps and informsdttlements. In August 2018, evictions from Baghdad
were enforced by the Baghdad Operations Command (BOC). In SBiahlakal police forces

put pressure on IDPs in camps and informal settlements to return to their places of@tigin.
UNHCR further notethat YDPs often leave Baghdad camps following eviction threats and
settle in nearby areas in the city in order to avoid being evicted despite not having security
clearance to live outside the camps. This makes them vulnerablrrests or renewed
evict?2 y.&#'Q

UNHCR reportedh July 2018, that a group which was forcibly returned from a camp in
Baghdad to return to Salah-Blin has been denied access to their place of origin by the
authorities in Balad district, Salah@in, and has been living in a train station in Baladesin
early February 2018. The lack of coordination between the respective authorities led to this
situation and ‘Hespite extensive advocacy with local authorities, no solution has been
found.&®

240 UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraq: July to December 2017, 8 Julyl 2018,

241UNAMI/OHCHR, Rert on Human Rights in Irag: July to December 2016, 30 August 201§, 3.

24210M, Obstacles to return in retakemeas of Iraq, 31 March 201dtl, Executive Summary
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246 UNHCR, Iraq Protection Updagé\ugust 2018, 31 August 2018], p. 4.
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In its previous updates on the protection situation from Jund duly 2018, UNHCR mentions
various incidents where IDPs were forced or coerced to return to their placesgif or
relocate to other places in Anbar, Baghdad, Kirkuk, SalBinadnd Ninewa. Different actors

like the BO@Baghdad Operations Commdntbcal authorities, Federal Police, Intelligence
Forces and local police were said to employ different methods to pressure IDPs to return:
either notice was given that a camp or an informal settlement was about to be closed, or the
identity documents of IBs were confiscated in order to force them to agree with a transfer.
UNHCR furthereported threatsto destroy personal belongings if the displaced perswids

not comply. Other casesivolved letters issued by theogernorate authorities to leave from

a nrumber of complexes within a given time frarff@.

UNHCR assed also, thatin March 2018at least 113 IDP families from Anbar were forced to

leave the refugee camp -dlakiya in the aDoraneighbourhoodof Bagdad to regain their

residences in Anbar. Mostf these families were originating from-all QA Y RA &G NAR OG |
Syrian border. Families interviewed by UNHCR expressed concerns about the absence of

shelter and livelihood opportunities, and also about the security situation in and around al

vIi QYo

Disassing returns to Abar In a February 2018 repoftd Norwegian Riegee ©uncil (NRC)

noted thatWYl y& 2F (GKS NBGdzZNya GF1Ay3a LXFOS | NB LINE
standards of safety, dignity, and voluntaring®$ The report furthermentioned thatmany

returns are unsustainable, as the security and hedtility of some areaare not conducive to

a permanent return for all people, leading to a situation where people ‘#eshed into

secondary displaceme@t®

In a September 2017 repoRRefuges Internationalinformed thatsome IDPs are returning

because they are compelled to do so by the circumstances of their displacement, or because

of the actions of local authorities. Although the government of Iraq recognizes that IDP returns
shoudy 2 0SS F2NOSRI Wi KSNSosulRle Srcourdgedieli labhd G2 0S
discouragement by local officials to get people where they want them to go, and credible

accounts of activities that do appear to constitute forced ret@#

Baghdad

1 Late June 20183aghdad Operations Command informed camp management in a
number of camps in Baghdad that 45 families from Ninewa and 402 families from
Anbar would have to leave, in most cases to areas of ofifjin.

On 11August2018, residents of Al Jamea'a camp (&hilies) in Karkh district,
Baghdad were informed they would be evicted the following day. The following day
the majority of the families were transported to camps in Ninewa, and then continued
off on their own. Four families were transported to AnBzr.

249UNHCR, Iraq Protection Updagguly 2018, 31 July 2018]; UNHCRraq: Monthly Protection Update, 28 May
-1 July, 1 July 2018¢l.

250UNHCR, Anbar Protection Cluster, 31 March 2048,

251NRC, The long road home: achieving durable solutions to displacement ifessaps from returns in Anbar,
27 February 201&url, p. 4.

252NRC, The long road home: achieving durable solutions to displacement in Irag, lessomnstéirns in Anbar,
27 February 2018&rl, p. 4.

253 Grisgraber, D., Too much too soon: Displaced Iragis and the push to return home, Septemberl2p172.
24 UNHCR, Iraq protection updatduly 2018, 31 July 2014, p. 3.

255UNHCR, Iraq Protection Updagéugust 2018, 31 August 20181, p. 3.
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Salah alDin

1 On 2July2018, police confiscated identification documents (ID) of 370 IDP families
living in Shaglawa complex in Tikrit. They were informed they would have to leave the
site.On 5July2018, nearly all families departed the comptéek.

1 InJuly 2018, IDPs living in informal settlements in Qadissya neighbourhood in Tikrit
and in villages in Al Alam district were pressured to leave by the pélice.

1 Inthe summer of 2018 a group of IDPs frorrR&feat in Balad district (Salahih)
was prevengd from returning?>®

T On 1August2018, local police confiscated identification documents of 58 IDP families
living in Al Diom complex, Tikrit. They were informed they would need to leave the
complex by the next morning. Although the evictions were not erddr most
families left the complex within the following weé¥.

1 On 7September2018, police visited Qadissiyah complex in Tikrit and instructed IDP
families from Baiji and Shirgat districts to leave within three days. On 10 and
11 September, the police ented Qadissiyah complex and began confiscating civil
documents and ordering IDPs to leave. By 16 September, more than 139 families had
left the complex¢ mostly returning to Baiji. The vast majority of these families
reported that they felt they had no chce except to leave following the document
confiscations. Most also reported that they were returning to severely damaged
houses?®°

Kirkuk

1 Since late April 2018 forced relocation to camps in Kirkuk has been reported, affecting
at least 80 families (416 diividuals). These relocations occurred mostly in May 2018
and were performed by security actors reportedly following an order of the acting
Governor of Kirkuké?

1 In midJuly 2018, the Iraqi Intelligence and Federal Police forces evicted 14 families
(77individuals) originating from Hawija and Kirkuk districts from Kirkuk city centre to
camps due to their perceived affiliation with extremists.

Anbar

1 On 22September2016, 12 persons from among recent returnees in Karma (Anbar
Governorate) were arrestedy PMUs. Their whereabouts are unknotfh.

1 In March 2017 PMU units arrived at the Amiriyat @fallujah and the Habbaniya
Tourist City IDP camps and confiscated the identity cards of at least 60 families, saying
they would get the cards back if they returnedme 264

T Oni15Juyn nmy X FLILINRPEAYFGSt& yn FlLYAEASA 2NAIAy
Anbar, living in AlKhalidiyah (AK) camps were instructed to return to their areas of

256 UNHCR, Iraqg protection updatduly 2018, 31 July 201, p. 3.

257UNHCR, Iraqg protection updatduly 2018, 31 July 201, p. 3.

258 UNHCR, Iraqg protection updatduly 2018, 31 July 201&], p. 2.

259 UNHCR, Iraq Protection UpdatAugust 2018, 31 August 2018/, p. 4.

260 UNHCR, Iraq protection updat&eptember 18, 30 September 2018¢l, p. 4.

261UNHCR, Iraqg protection updatduly 2018, 31 July 201, p. 3.

262UNHCR, Iraq protection updatduly 2018, 31 July 2018, p. 3.

263 UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraqg: July to Decefit&r3D August 2011yl, p. 14.
264 Human Rights Watch, Iraq: Anbar displaced barred from going home, 2 Novembeu2017,
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origin through organised returns, although the majority of families wanted to rema
in the camps due to concerns about security, and lack of services and shelter in areas
of origin2%®

1.3.3Retaliatory violence

In a November 2016 rept Amnestyinternationalstatedthat W{ dzy y A ! N} 6 L5t & Ay C
and the KR have frequently endred multiple abuses at the hands of different actors: while

living in territories controlled bySIL. in the course of their escape journeys, and in the very

places where thy seek shelter and protectid®® Reporting on human rights in Iraq in the

July to December 2016 period UNAMI imded § K SNBE ¢ SNB Wl ydDORSSNI 2 F NX
faced hostility from local@vernment authorities, including threats of forced eviction, and at

times destruction of propertyharassment, threats, abductions, and killings at the hands of

I NYSR 3INPRdzLJA 2 LIS NFUM PeBemberny 2016 KIRAMS reporiddbat i Q
O2yAydzSR (G2 NBOSAGS WNBLRNIa GKIFG Ay az2yYS$sS | NB
to harassment, thrats, expulsions, destruction of property (including the deliberate

demolition of houses), and at times abductions and killings by armed groups operating in

adzLILR2 NE® 2F L{CQ

In October 206 Amnesty International reportethat since the emergence d¢8IL. Al Qaeda,

and other armed groupsthousands of Swni men and boys, including IBPhave been

subjected to enforced disappearance by Iraqi security forces and militias. Some went missing

after having fled territories controlled bsIL Others were pickedpufrom camps and other

settlements, checkpoints, homes, workplaces streets and other public places. Amnesty
LYGSNYIFGA2y L  FdzNI KS NI e df Ryltinglagel rdughtigelsos, Y £ S L5t
who managed to flee territories undé®lLcontrol ae subject to opaque and flawed security

procedures®?® In territories controlled by thdragigovernment these procedures are carried

out byISFand PMU militiasas described bymnestyinternationalin 2016

W{ SOdzNR (& aONBSyAy3a (GF1S LIFOS Fd GSYLRZNI N
centers.Typicallythis involves checking names against computer databases and basic
questioning. While some detainees are released within days, others remain in limbo
for weeks or even months. Detainees are frequently held in inhuman and squalid
conditions, characterized by severe overcrowding, shortages of latrines and other
sanitation facilities, and a lack of basic necessities including personal hygiene items.
Following initial screenings, detainees suspected of involvement M8H. are
generally transferred into the custody of the Adff@rrorism or AntCrime
Directorates of the Ministry of Interior in the cases of Anbar and Saldbinal
governorateso XLiitle orno attempt is made to inform relatives of the whereabouts

of detainees or to provide detainees with means of communicating with the outside
world. There are severe delays in referring suspects to judicial authorities, denying
them the right to challenge # legality of their detention. In prarraignment
detention, which can last weeks or even months in contravention of Iraqgi law and

265UNHCR, Iraqg protection updatduly 2018, 31 July 201&], p. 3.

2661 Ly W2KSNB INB ¢S adzZllzaSR (2 32KQd 5S8SaG286Qdip.2y | yR F2N
17.

267 UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights in Iraq: July to December 2016, 30 August 2013,

268 UNAMI/OHCHRReport m the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag: 1 November 2@b

September 2016, 30 December 2018, pp. ii, 24.

2691 Ly tdzyAaKSR F2N) 51 S8SaKQa ONAYSay 5aaLi | OSR LNIIA& | 06dza$
url, p. 8.
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