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COI QUERY 
 
 
 

Country of Origin Libya 
 

Main subject Al-Jibs prison and Fathi Dares militia 
 

Question(s) 
 

1. Information on Al-Jibs (or Al Jaibs, Bawabat-Aljibs, Al-
Jabs) prison in Tripoli   

2. Information on a militia known as ‘Fathi Dares’  
3. Information on instances of clashes between a militia 

known as ‘Fathi Dares’ and the Brigade 301, nearby the Al-
Jibs prison in 2017 

 

Date of completion 7 September 2018 

Query Code Q115 

Contributing EU+ COI 
units (if applicable) 

 

 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

This response to a COI query has been elaborated according to the Common EU Guidelines for Processing COI 
and EASO COI Report Methodology.  
 
The information provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care within 
a limited time frame. All sources used are referenced. A quality review has been performed in line with the above 
mentioned methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive neither conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or organisation is not mentioned in the 
report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the person or organisation does not exist.  
Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal position.  
 
The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EASO and makes no political statement 
whatsoever. 
 
The target audience is caseworkers, COI researchers, policy makers, and decision making authorities. 
The answer was finalised on the 7 September 2018. Any event taking place after this date is not included in this 
answer. 
 

 

 
 

https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/EU_Common_COI_Guidelines_2008_EN.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf


 

2 
 

COI QUERY RESPONSE 

 

1. Information on the Al-Jibs1 (or Al Jaibs, Bawabat-Aljibs, Al-Jabs) prison in Tripoli  
 
A report by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the 
UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) mention Al-Jibs as a Libyan detention facility controlled by the 
Crime Combating Department in Tripoli, as of 20132. 
 
In 2016, the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) published a fact-finding mission report on the 
prisons system and detention conditions in Libya. Tha authors of this report conducted assessment 
visits in 2012 and again, between 2015-2016, in prisons across the country, including the Al-Jibs prison. 
According to the USIP report, the Al-Jibs prison is a Judicial Police facility inTripoli open and functioning 
as of 20163. 
 

 
Source: USIP 20164 

                                                           
1 Fore ease of reference, the spelling ‘Al-Jibs’ will be used throughout this document  
2 OHCHR/UNSMIL, Torture and deaths in detention in Libya, October 2013, p. 18 (url). 
3 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 10 (url). 
4 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 2 (url). 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/LY/TortureDeathsDetentionLibya.pdf
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
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Following their assessment visits, the authors of the aforementioned report concluded that Al-Jibs 
was a ‘former internal security building; not constructed as a prison’, and therefore recommended its 
closure5.  
 
The prison system in Libya falls under the responsability of the Judicial Police, a Tripoli-based 
government agency controlled by the Ministry of Justice6. The aforementioned USIP report notes that, 
in 2014, the ‘civil war led to the creation of two rival governments and, consequently, to a split in the 
Judicial Police’.  As a result, a second headquarter of the Judicial Police was established in the East of 
the country, based at Gernada Prison, in Al Bayda7.  
 
After the beginning of the civil war, the Al-Jibs prison remained under the control of the Tripoli-based 
Judicial Police8, which became responsible for managing prisons under the Government of National 
Accord (GNA) Justice Ministry, as of 20179.  
 
However, the USIP report observes that, since the outbreak of the conflict in 2011, the prisons system 
in Libya has been in chaos. The detention facilities are controlled not only by different branches of the 
rival governments, but also by armed groups. Often, state-run prisons rely on armed groups to help 
defend against attacks on the facilities or against convoys transporting detainees10. 
 
According to a report released by UNSMIL on the security situation in Libya (for the period between 7 
May - 24 August 2018), some 6,400 individuals were detained in 26 official detention facilities run by 
the Ministry of Justice, thousands of others were held in prisons nominally under the control of the 
Ministry of the Interior or the Ministry of Defence, as well as in facilities directly run by armed groups11. 
 

2. Information on a militia known as ‘Fathi Dares’  
 
Among all sources consulted and within the timeframe allocated to respond to this Query, no 
information could be found on a militia known as ‘Fathi Dares’.  
 
 
3. Information on instances of clashes between a militia known as ‘Fathi Dares’ and the Brigade 301, 
nearby the Al-Jibs prison in 2017 
 
Among all sources consulted and within the timeframe allocated to respond to this Query, no 
information could be found on instances of clashes between a militia known as ‘Fathi Dares’ and the 
Brigade 301, nearby the Al Jaibs prison in 2017. 
 

                                                           
5 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 25 (url). 
6 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 13 (url). 
7 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 14 (url). 
8 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 16 (url). 
9 Human Rights, Watch, World report 2018 – Libya (Events of 2017), 18 January 2018, p. 3 (url). 
10 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 3 (url). 
11 UNSMIL, Report of the Secretary General, S/2018/780, 24 August 2018,  p. 7 (url). 

https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/libya_0.pdf
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
https://unsmil.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg-report-on-unsmil_s_2018_780_e_0.pdf
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Nonetheless, the below information on incidents which occurred nearby the Al-Jibs prison and/or 
involving the Brigade 301 might be of relevance.  
 
The aforementioned USIP report explains that the security situation of prisons across the country has 
deteriorated since the conflict started in 2011. Various incidents occured in a number of detention 
facilities run by the Judicial Police, such as violent fights due to the proximity to conflict lines, direct 
attacks to prisons staff or detainees, mass escapes, and attacks on convoys transporting prisoners12. 
 
In July 2017, the Libya Observer reports on an attack against the Infantry Brigade 301 of the Libyan 
Army, at the Al-Jibs checkpoint, in the southern gate of Tripoli. During the attack, a soldier was killed 
and two others were wounded. The article states that the attack was perpetrated by members of drug 
cartels in retaliation for the arrest, by the Brigade 301, of a well-known drug lord in the area13. 
 
The USIP report informs that, in August 2015, at Al-Jibs prison, some cadets taking part in a training, 
in an adjiacent Judicial Police academy, ‘were observed openly carrying weapons during breaks’14. 
 
In February 2014, the ‘United Press International’ (UPI)15 reports that fifty-five prisoners escaped from 
the ‘Bawabat al-Jibs prison in Tripoli’. The detainees were standing in line to receive their breakfast 
when they turned on the guards managing to disarm them. The article adds that ‘the incident is the 
latest in a string of jailbreaks. More than 1,600 inmates have escaped over the last year [2014]16. 
 
According to the aforementioned USIP report, during violent fights along the main road to Tripoli 
airport in July 2014, the complex around the Al Jaibs prison was hit by mortars. Therefore, all detainees 
were evacuated and transferred to Tajoura A, a prison located in the suburb of Tripoli17.  
 
The incident of the Al-Jibs prison hit by a rocket, and its subsequent evacuation, are also mentioned 
in a report by OHCHR, stating however that the fact occurred in early August 201418. 
 
In 2013, the Libya Herald informs on an attack committed by masked gunmen against a judicial police 
vehicles transporting inmates to the Ain Zara and the Al-Jibs prisons in Tripoli. During the attack, about 
18 prisoners managed to escape19. 
 

 

 

                                                           
12 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 21 (url). 
13 Libya Observer, Drug cartels attack military checkpoint in Tripoli, kill soldier, 30 July 2017, (url).  
14 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 24 (url). 
15 United Press International (UPI) is an international news agency and one the largest wire services in the world. It was 
founded in 1958 and it is currently based in Washington D.C. and Boca Raton, Florida. For more information, see: UPI, About 
UPI (n.d.) (url); Encyclopaedia Britannica, United Press International, last updated 7 September 2017 (url).   
16 UPI,  55 prisoners escape, bringing total to 1,600 over past year, 2 February 2014 (url).  
17 USIP, Prisons and detention in Libya, 2 September 2016, p. 21 (url). 
18 OHCHR, Overview of Violations of International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law during the ongoing Violence in Libya, 
4 September 2014, p. 9  (url). 
19 Libya Herald, Prisoners escape in Tripoli, 3 August 2013 (url). 

 

https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/drug-cartels-attack-military-checkpoint-tripoli-kill-soldier
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
https://about.upi.com/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Press-International
https://www.upi.com/55-prisoners-escape-bringing-total-to-1600-over-past-year/18001391363640/
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PW119-Prisons-and-Detention-in-Libya.pdf
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=search&docid=540d627e4&skip=0&query=Al-jibs%20&coi=LBY
https://www.libyaherald.com/2013/08/03/prisoners-escape-in-tripoli/
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