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Disclaimer 
 

This response to a COI query has been elaborated according to the Common EU Guidelines for Processing COI 
and EASO COI Report Methodology.  
 
The information provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care within 
a limited time frame. All sources used are referenced. A quality review has been performed in line with the above 
mentioned methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive neither conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or organisation is not mentioned in the 
report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the person or organisation does not exist. 
Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal position.  
 
The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EASO and makes no political statement 
whatsoever. 
 
The target audience is caseworkers, COI researchers, policy makers, and decision making authorities. 
The answer was finalised on the 13 August 2018. Any event taking place after this date is not included in this 
answer. 
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COI QUERY RESPONSE 
 
 
Information on cases of discrimination, human rights abuses and/or social stigma against people 
affected by disfigurement in southern Nigeria (Bayelsa State, Enugu State, Edo State, and Benin city 
in particular), during the period 2008-2018. In particular, information on treatment of people 
affected by facial disfigurement and disfigurement due to burns 
 
Among all sources consulted and within the timeframe allocated to respond this Query, no 
information could be found on cases of discrimination, human rights abuses and/or social stigma 
specifically against people affected by disfigurement in southern Nigeria (Bayelsa State, Enugu State, 
Edo State, and Benin city in particular), during the period 2008-2018.  
 
No information could be found either on treatment of people affected by facial disfigurement and 
disfigurement due to burns, in the aforementioned states and during the period 2008-2018. 
 
Nonetheless, the below information concerning people who suffered burns and various diseases 
causing disfigurement, in various parts of Nigeria, might be of relevance.  
 
 
People affected by disfigurement due to burns 
 
In an interview with the Nigerian newspaper Daily Trust1 in 2014, Saudatu Shehu Mahdi – the 
Secretary General of the Nigerian organisation Women's Rights Advancement and Protection 
Alternative (WRAPA)2 – expresses her views regarding the need for the Nigerian society to better 
support women victims of violence. As an example of neglected victims, the article mentions the case 
of a 32-year-old woman from Shika-Zaria (in Kaduna State), who was facially disfigured due to burns 
during a domestic incident and whose husband divorced her while she was receiving treatment3.  
 
In 2015, the Vanguard – a Nigerian newspaper4 – reports the case of a 22-year-old man who was set 
ablaze by his landlady in Lagos. The article informs that the man – who suffered severe body and facial 
burns - eventually died after he was rejected by two hospitals5. However, no further detail was 
provided as to why the hospitals refused his admission.  
 
 
People affected by leprosy 

A report by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Office (OHCHR) issued in 2009 
notes that, although the law in Nigeria does not discriminate against people affected by leprosy, the 

                                                           
1 Daily Trust is a general current affairs newspaper owned by the Media Trust Limited, a publishing company with 
headquarters in Abuja, Nigeria. For more information, see: Daily Trust, About us, (url).  
2 WRAPA is a Nigerian organisation dedicated to advance and protect the rights of women across the country. For more 
information, see: WRAPA, About us, (url). 
3 Daily Trust, ‘People should support those who suffer and survive violence’, 19 December 2014 (url).  
4 Vanguard is a Nigerian newspaper, based in Lagos, published by the Vanguard Media Group, which was established in 1984. 
For more information, see: Vanguard, About us, (url).  
5 Vanguard (Nigeria), Landlady allegedly sets tenant’s son ablaze in Ajegunle, 21 August 2015 (url). 
 

https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/aboutus/
https://wrapanigeria.org/
https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/daily/home-front/42331-people-should-support-those-who-suffer-and-survive-violence
https://www.vanguardngr.com/about/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/08/landlady-allegedly-sets-tenants-son-ablaze-in-ajegunle/
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Nigerian society continued to stigmatise and discriminate people who suffer from such a disease by 
denying them ‘participation, socially, politically and economically’. Some people who suffer from 
leprosy – the report notes – have committed suicide as a result of discriminatory attitudes. In addition, 
in some parts of Nigeria, family members ‘would hide or kill and burn them in order to avoid shame 
for the family’. With regard to the Government approach towards the rights of people affected by 
leprosy, the OHCHR report states: 
 

‘The Government had aggravated this situation by settling patients in villages distant from 
main towns. Marriage and commercial relations had been forbidden and hence charity was 
the only option. People affected by leprosy were rejected and separated from the national 
association of people with disabilities. The Independent Electoral Commission, a body vested 
with the responsibility of conducting elections, was reported to be highly discriminatory; for 
example, one person affected by leprosy whose thumbprint was not legible was not allowed 
to vote because a thumbprint was needed for identification. There were no alternative 
provisions on how people in such situations could exercise their right to vote’6.  

 
An article by the Nigerian newspaper Daily Trust, published more recently, in 2014, warns that a 
growing number of people who suffer from leprosy did not report their condition due to the stigma 
they had to face. As a result, they could not receive the necessary treatment7.  
 
Findings of a 2016 study, entitled Barriers to Accessing Services by People with Disabilities in Nigeria: 
Insights from a Qualitative Study, reveals that ‘blatant discrimination’ against people affected by 
leprosy led some school authorities to reject admission of people diagnosed with such disease8.  
 
Attitudes of discrimination targeting people diagnosed with leprosy in Nigeria is confirmed by another 
research paper published in 2016, by Mark P. Mostert – co-director of the Institute for Disability and 
Bioethics and professor of Special Education at Regent University, Virginia Beach, US.  The author 
found that the stigma surrounding leprosy in Nigeria leads to oppression and denial of human rights. 
In his study, Mostert notes:  
 

‘While many Nigerians reveal a greater or lesser accurate view of leprosy and its causes, the 
stigma attached to leprosy is still undergirded by traditional negative beliefs. For example, 
some Nigerians believe that leprosy is caused by supernatural forces or as a result of a 
witchcraft curse preempted by the breaking of some form of social taboo. […] Furthermore, 
the very nature of the disease, especially in more advanced cases, engenders prejudicial 
perceptions and reinforces the notion not only of ‘us versus them’, but also that those with 
leprosy are less than human and are to be shunned in any number of ways’9. 

 
In 2017, health experts interviewed in a news reports by the Thomson Reuters Foundation expressed 
concerns that Nigeria could be facing a re-emergence of leprosy. According to a representative from 

                                                           
6 OHCHR, Elimination of discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members: report of the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, A/HRC/10/62, 23 February 2009 (url). 
7 Daily Trust, Stigma masks Nigeria’s true leprosy burden, 29 April 2014 (url).  
8 Eleweke C. J., Ebenso J., Barriers to Accessing Services by People with Disabilities in Nigeria: Insights from a Qualitative 
Study, Journal of Educational and Social Research, Vol. 6 No.2, May 2016, p. 120 (url). 
9 Mostert M. P., Stigma as barrier to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa, 
in African Disability Rights Yearbook 2016, Regent University, Virginia Beach, (url).  

 

https://www.right-docs.org/doc/a-hrc-10-62/
https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/daily/news/22800-stigma-masks-nigeria-s-true-leprosy-burden
http://www.mcser.org/journal/index.php/jesr/article/viewFile/9155/8841
http://www.adry.up.ac.za/index.php/section-a-articles-4-2016/mark-mostert
http://www.adry.up.ac.za/index.php/section-a-articles-4-2016/mark-mostert
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the Leprosy Mission - an international Christian charity dedicated to eradicating leprosy worldwide - 
stigma and discrimination around leprosy are so widespread in Nigeria that they are even ‘a bigger 
problem than the disease itself’10. 
 
 
People affected by other diseases causing disfigurements 
 
The international NGO ‘Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières’ (MSF) has tried to raise 
awareness11 on the challenges faced by people affected by Noma in Nigeria. As the organisation 
explains, Noma12 is an ‘infectious disease that eats away at the facial tissues. Those who survive it are 
left disfigured and often find themselves shunned by society’13. 
 
MSF claims that, due to the facial disfigurement, there is a high level of stigma and discrimination 
towards people affected by Noma in Nigeria. Patients suffer exclusion within their communities, 
sometime even within their families, since they are considered cursed. ‘Children have to drop out of 
school’, MSF adds, ‘and are unable to find jobs as adults’14. 
 
In an article published in 2017, the Huffington Post documents the case of a Nigerian woman who 
became victim of social isolation15 due to a disfiguring disease, called lymphatic filariasis (commonly 
called elephantiasis), a disease that affects the lymphatic system, causing pain and body 
disfigurement16.  
 
The World Health Organisation (WHO), states that  - generally - body deformities caused by lymphatic 
filariasis often lead to social stigma and mental health issues, as well as loss of income-earning 
opportunities17.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
10 Reuters, Leprosy neglected in Nigeria as health spotlight turns away, 27 October 2017 (url). 
11 MSF, Nigeria: Helping noma patients face their new life, 23 October 2015 (url); MSF, Nigeria: Life after noma, 24 September 
2017 (url). 
12 WHOdefines Noma as ‘a gangrenous lesion that affects young children living in extreme poverty primarily in Africa and 
Asia. Lesions are severe gingival disease followed by necrosis (premature death of cells in living tissue) of lips and chin. Many 
children affected by noma suffer from other infections such as measles and HIV. Without any treatment, about 90% of these 
children die’. WHO, Oral Health - Noma, April 2012, (url). 
13 MSF, Nigeria: Helping noma patients face their new life, 23 October 2015 (url).  
14 MSF, Nigeria: Life after noma, 24 September 2017 (url). 
15 Huffington Post, Nigerian women with this disfiguring disease face pain and isolation, 20 October 2017 (url). 
16 For more information on the lymphatic filariasis, see: WHO, What is lymphatic filariasis, n.d. (url). 
17 WHO, Lymphatic Filariasis, 11 May 2018 (url). 

http://www.who.int/lymphatic_filariasis/disease/en/
http://www.who.int/lymphatic_filariasis/disease/en/
http://www.who.int/lymphatic_filariasis/disease/en/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-nigeria-health-leprosy/leprosy-neglected-in-nigeria-as-health-spotlight-turns-away-idUSKBN1CW0SD
https://www.msf.ie/article/nigeria-helping-noma-patients-face-their-new-life
https://www.msf-me.org/article/nigeria-life-after-noma
http://www.who.int/oral_health/publications/factsheet/en/
https://www.msf.ie/article/nigeria-helping-noma-patients-face-their-new-life
https://www.msf-me.org/article/nigeria-life-after-noma
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/project-zero-nigeria-lymphatic-filariasis-elephantiasis_us_59e64483e4b0d0e4fe6b7c84?guccounter=1
http://www.who.int/lymphatic_filariasis/disease/en/
http://www.who.int/lymphatic_filariasis/disease/en/
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/lymphatic-filariasis
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