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Zimbabwe – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on 29 November 2012 
 
Any information on organisation Zimrights in Zimbabwe. Any members 
of this group targeted for persecution by Zanu-PF supporters or 
Chipangano. Would members of such an NGO be considered to be in 
opposition to Zanu-PF by reason of activity with such a group? 
 
A UK Home Office Border Agency country report on Zimbabwe, in paragraph 
16.01, quotes the subscription source Jane’s Sentinel Country Risk 
Assessment (Zimbabwe) as follows: 
 

“Between the Matabeleland massacres of the mid-1980s and the onset of the 
current crisis in the late 1990s, Zimbabwe developed an active civil society 
looking to protect rights and liberties, in urban areas at least. The principal 
human rights organisations working in Zimbabwe are the Catholic 
Commission for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe (CCJP), Zimbabwe Human 
Rights Association (ZimRights), Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights and 
the Legal Resources Foundation (LRF).” (UK Home Office Border Agency (19 
August 2011) Country of Origin Information Report – Zimbabwe) 

 
A UK Home Office Border Agency report on a fact-finding mission to 
Zimbabwe in 2010, In paragraph 3.69, quotes the Zimbabwe Human Rights 
Association as follows: 
 

“ZANU-PF believes in violence. To win an election they believe they need 
violence to force people into believing their propaganda.  They see violence 
as a way to regaining lost constituencies.  People who work in the Human 
Rights areas or who push HR issues are seen as enemies or opposition in 
political terms.  Therefore anyone who interacts with these people is also a 
target.  Zimrights members are often presumed to be MDC supporters.” (UK 
Home Office Border Agency (27 October 2011) Report of Fact-Finding 
Mission to Zimbabwe, Harare: 9-17 August 2010) 

 
The 2012 US Department of State country report on Zimbabwe, in “Section 5. 
Governmental Attitude Regarding International and Nongovernmental 
Investigation of Alleged Violations of Human Rights”, states: 
 

“A number of domestic and international human rights groups operated in the 
country, investigating and publishing their findings on human rights cases. 
Such groups were subject to government restrictions, interference, 
monitoring, and harassment. Major domestic independent human rights 
organizations included the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, Zimbabwe Human 
Rights NGO Forum, ZESN, ZLHR, Zimbabwe Peace Project, the NGO 
Zimbabwe Human Rights Organization (ZimRights), National Constitutional 
Assembly, Students Solidarity Trust, and WOZA.” (US Department of State 
(24 May 2012) 2011 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices – 
Zimbabwe) 
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This section of the report also states: 
 

“On May 23, police arrested ZimRights members Walter Dube and Florence 
Ndlovu after disrupting a meeting they held near Bulawayo earlier in the day. 
ZimRights had obtained a court order on May 20 to hold the meeting. Dube 
was released on May 26 without charge, and Ndlovu was released on May 27 
on $50 bail. On October 3, a magistrate's court acquitted Ndlovu due to lack 
of evidence.” (ibid) 

 
See also report from SW Radio Africa which states: 
 

“The director said when the police barred Ndlovu and Dube from addressing 
villagers at Tshino business centre, they told the duo to leave the area. The 
ZimRights officials complied and proceeded to drive back to Bulawayo, but a 
few kilometres from Tshino they came across the roadblock. ‘That roadblock 
was specifically mounted to arrest them and they were taken to Nyamandlovu 
police. But they did not break any law and we’ve not heard from them since 
yesterday (Monday). Attempts by our lawyers to have access to the two have 
been in vain as the police are misleading us as to their whereabouts,’ 
Machisa added.” (SW Radio Africa (24 May 2011) Police arrest two 
ZimRights employees in Tsholotsho) 

 
A report from the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) states: 
 

“The Observatory has been informed by reliable sources about the release 
and judicial harassment faced by Ms. Florence Ndlovu, Regional Coordinator 
for Matabeleland province of the Zimbabwe Human Rights Association 
(ZimRights). According to the information received, on May 27, 2011, Ms. 
Florence Ndlovu was charged for ‘communicating false statements prejudicial 
to the State’ under Section 31 (2) (b) of the Criminal Law and Codification 
Reform Act and released on a bail of 35 Euros after almost a week in 
detention. The trial was scheduled to start on June 24, 2011. The 
Observatory welcomes Ms. Florence Ndlovu's release on bail and thanks all 
the persons, institutions and organisations who intervened in her favour. 
However, the Observatory strongly condemns the ongoing judicial 
harassment against her, and calls upon the Zimbabwean authorities to put an 
end to such acts of intimidation and harassment as they merely seem to aim 
at sanctioning her human rights activities.” (International Federation for 
Human Rights (FIDH) (1 June 2011) Release and judicial harassment faced 
by Ms. Florence Ndlovu) 

 
An Amnesty International report on the arrest of the director of Zimrights 
states: 
 

“In March police arrested Mr Okay Machisa, the director of the Zimbabwe 
Human Rights Association (ZimRights) and Owen Maseko, an artist, in 
separate incidents. Owen was arrested and charged under the Public Order 
and Security Act after holding an exhibition on the atrocities committed by 
state security agents in the 1980s in Matabeleland. He was detained and later 
granted bail. Okay Machisa was forced to temporarily leave the country as a 
result of his arrest.” (Amnesty International (20 April 2010) Zimbabwean 
police must end intimidation of activists) 
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See also article from The Guardian which states: 
 

“Zimbabwean police today returned graphic photos of human rights violations 
under President Robert Mugabe to an art gallery they had raided 24 hours 
earlier. Yesterday officers seized all 66 images from the Gallery Delta in 
Harare and arrested the head of the Zimbabwe Human Rights Organisation, 
known as ZimRights, which organised the exhibition. Police said the images 
were not fit for display because they showed nudity and injuries, and because 
the show's organisers could not prove they had consent from all the subjects.” 
(The Guardian (24 March 2010) Zimbabwean police return pictures of human 
rights violations to gallery) 

 
An International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) report on threats to 
members of Zimrights states: 
 

“The Observatory has been informed by reliable sources about threats 
against Mr. Bamusi Kasembe, focal person in the Maramba community for 
Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZIMRIGHTS) and his assistant known 
as Tongai, and about the acts of intimidation against 11 researchers, among 
them Messrs. Dzikamai Bere, from the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum 
and Admire Munava, a member of ZIMRIGHTS. According to the information 
received, on March 18, 2011, the 13 human rights defenders were travelling 
by combi from the capital Harare, through the Mashonaland East province. 
They were stopped by a roadblock manned by alleged ZANU-PF party 
loyalists (Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front) in the Maramba 
community, part of the Uzumba Maramba Pfugwe district. The ZANU-PF 
activists, who were carrying stones, canes and logs, questioned the human 
rights defenders about their motives and threatened them that they will take 
action if they misbehave. The group managed to escape from the scene using 
a safer and different route. Mr. Bamusi Kazembe and his assistant had to 
spend the following night hiding in the bush. They feared to be attacked in 
their homes as they were death threatened by the ZANU-PF activists during 
the incident.” (International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) (24 March 
2011) Threats and acts of intimidation against members of the Zimbabwe 
Human Rights NGO Forum and ZIMRIGHTS – ZWE 002 / 0311 / OBS 046 

 
A SW Radio Africa report on the detention of Zimrights employees states: 
 

“Five employees of the Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRights) 
were on Monday briefly detained by police in Karoi after attempting to hold 
‘legal clinics’. The police however claimed the group convened a meeting 
without notifying them.” (SW Radio Africa (26 June 2012) Five ZimRights 
employees briefly detained in Karoi) 

 
This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to.  
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