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Current information on Boko Haram 
 
In April 2015 a paper issued by Amnesty International states: 
 

“Boko Haram has wreaked havoc and suffering on the lives of millions of people in 
north-east Nigeria since 2009. The armed group has killed thousands of people, 
abducted at least 2,000 and forced more than a million to flee their homes. Through a 
campaign of almost daily killings, bombings, abductions, looting and burning, Boko 
Haram has crippled normal life in north-east Nigeria. Towns and villages have been 
pillaged. Schools, churches, mosques and other public buildings have been attacked 
and destroyed. Boko Haram is brutally mistreating civilians trapped in areas under its 
control and has disrupted the provision of health, education and other public services 
by the Nigerian authorities” (Amnesty International (13 April 2015) 'Our job is to 
shoot, slaughter and kill': Boko Haram's reign of terror in north east Nigeria, p.3).  

 
A report issued in June 2015 by Amnesty International notes that: 
 

“Boko Haram has targeted and killed members of the Nigerian security forces, local 
and state government officials, teachers, health workers, religious figures, lawyers, 
journalists and traders, civil servants and traditional leaders as well as unarmed 
members of civil defence groups. The vast majority of Boko Haram’s victims are 
civilians. Boko Haram has used bombs to launch attacks against government or 
“western” targets, to intimidate opponents and to kill civilians. Its fighters have killed 
civilians in attacks on towns and villages; attacked and abducted teachers and 
students; abducted at least 2,000 young women and girls and subjected them to 
forced marriage; forcibly recruited men and boys; carried our forced conversions; and 
burnt and destroyed houses and schools. Between 2014 and March 2015, Boko 
Haram killed more than 5,500 people…” (Amnesty International (3 June 2015) 
Nigeria: Stars on their shoulders. Blood on their hands: War crimes committed by the 
Nigerian military, p.20).  

 
This document also states that: 
 

“In mid-2013, state security forces pushed Boko Haram out of the cities and towns of 
northeast Nigeria where they had lived among the population. They moved to remote 
communities and camps, such as their headquarters in Sambisa forest, Borno state. 
From these bases, Boko Haram launched almost daily attacks against civilian 
targets. From July 2014 Boko Haram began to capture major towns. By February 
2015, it controlled the majority of Borno state, as well as northern Adamawa state 
and eastern Yobe state. In February 2015 a counter-offensive by the Nigerian 
military, with support from Cameroon, Chad and Niger, forced Boko Haram to leave 
the major towns and released many civilians from Boko Haram’s rule. By April 2015, 
all territory apart from Sambisa forest and Mandara mountains was recovered. Boko 
Haram however continued to attack civilians, although less frequently” (ibid, p.19).  

 
Voice of America in May 2015 notes: 
 



“The Nigerian Islamist militant group Boko Haram launched attacks in the 
northeastern city of Maiduguri on Saturday, killing at least 26 people a day after the 
inauguration of the country's new president” (Voice of America (30 May 2015) Boko 
Haram Attacks in Nigerian City Kill 26).  

 
This article also states: 
 

“More than 1.5 million Nigerians have been displaced by the nearly six-year-old 
Islamic uprising in Nigeria's northeast, which has left an estimated 13,000 people 
dead. At the start of the year, Boko Haram controlled a swath of territory larger than 
Belgium in the northeast of the country. It has since been pushed back with the help 
of offensives launched by Chadian and Nigerien troops, while Cameroon has fought 
them off along its borders” (ibid).  

 
In June 2015 Reuters notes: 
 

“Boko Haram has killed thousands of people and displaced some 1.5 million in an 
insurgency to establish an Islamic caliphate in the northeast of Nigeria but appears to 
have lost most of the territory it seized to government counter-offensives this year” 
(Reuters (2 June 2015) Bomb blast hits market in Nigeria's Maiduguri, 50 killed: 
medics).  

 
This article also points out that: 
 

“Boko Haram appears to be returning to guerrilla tactics since losing territory gained 
in 2014 to offensives by Chadian, Nigerien and Nigerian troops over the past few 
months. It maintains a last stronghold in the Sambisa forest reserve” (ibid).  

 
A report issued in June 2015 by the New York Times notes that: 
 
“Less than a week after Muhammadu Buhari, a former army general, took over as Nigeria's 
president and vowed to crush Boko Haram, the group has intensified its attacks in the 
country's northeast, killing scores in a series of assaults and suicide bombings” (New York 
Times (4 June 2015) Boko Haram steps up pace of assaults in Nigeria).  
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to.   
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