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Russian Federation – Researched and compiled by the Refugee 
Documentation Centre of Ireland on 17 August 2015 
 
Information on the treatment of Georgians by Russian mafia and 
security forces. 

 
Information on the treatment of ethnic Georgians in the Russian Federation 
was extremely scarce among sources available to the Research and 
Information Unit. 
 
A Danish Immigration Service fact-finding mission report, in a section headed 
“Situation for Chechens” (section 15.3), states: 
 

“New anti nationalistic laws have been passed in Russia. After the riot at 
Bolotnaya and Pushkin squares the government recognised that nationalistic 
violence presented a problem. Several people were prosecuted following the 
riots and the authorities wanted to react firmly against nationalistic 
tendencies, even though they are ‘pro-Russian’. In the past years there have 
been several large fights initiated by the nationalistic movements or groups in 
and around Moscow. The authorities did not expect such large riots and are 
afraid that these nationalistic groups should develop into something more 
organised that might eventually challenge the authorities. The challenge is 
that some people, in particular in Moscow, do not have a clear perception of 
the nationalities of the Russian Federation. For them all people from the 
Caucasus are considered the same. Therefore the Muscovites’ perception of 
people from the South Caucasus such as Azeris, Georgians or Armenians 
reflects on Chechens and other Russian citizens from the North Caucasus. In 
recent years there has been a negative perception among Russians of people 
from the southern Caucasus countries.” (Danish Immigration Service (9 
February 2015) Security and human rights in Chechnya and the situation of 
Chechens in the Russian Federation – residence registration, racism and 
false accusations, p.82) 

 

In a section headed “Extortion, harassment and fabricated criminal cases 
against Chechens by Russian police” (section 15.6) this report states: 
 

“It was added that in 2008 it was the Georgians that received the attention 
from the Russian authorities and had a negative image in the minds of the 
Russian people. Now Ukrainians are in focus and accused of attempting to 
commit terroristic acts. In general the sentiment towards different groups in 
Russia is to a large extent determined by the authorities.” (ibid, pp.84-85) 

 

This section of the report also states: 
 

“Now Chechens live quite safe in the Russian Federation. Unfortunately, 
Georgians and Ukrainians have now replaced the Chechens as the target for 
the state media negative campaigns, and it is the Georgians and the 
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Ukrainians who are now subjected to harassment and discrimination by the 
police.” (ibid, p.85) 

 

A Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty report states: 
 

“Russia's Federal Migration Service says there are more than 9,000 Georgian 
citizens currently on Russian territory illegally. Service chief Konstantin 
Romodanovsky told journalists the Georgians came to Russia legally but 
records show they have overstayed the 90-day maximum period. ‘We will find 
these people,’ Romodanovsky said, adding that once found they would be 
sent back to Georgia.” (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (14 June 2012) 
Russia Says More Than 9,000 Georgians In Russia Illegally) 

 

See also report from the Georgian NGO Democracy & Freedom Watch which 
states: 
 

“Georgia is protesting against a Russian plan to expel 9 000 Georgians who 
are illegally in Russia. Georgia calls this the start of another wave of mass 
violation of human rights. Konstantin Romadonovsky, head of Russia’s 
immigration service, today told journalists about the move. He says there are 
9 000 Georgians in Russia who have exceeded their 90 days of legal stay on 
Russian territory. ‘We will find them and transfer [their cases] to court.’” 
(Democracy & Freedom Watch (14 June 2012) Russia prepares mass 
deportation of Georgians) 

 

A Caucasian Knot article on the death of an ethnic Georgian in police custody 
states: 
 

“The circumstances of the death of Mamuka Kakhishvili, a 19-year-old native 
of Georgia, who perished at detention by law enforcers, are now cleared out 
in Samara. The incident occurred on November 10 in the Krasnoglinskiy 
District of Samara, near the cafe ‘Caspij’, where a group of policemen were 
celebrating their professional holiday. According to the policemen, three 
agents of the Special Police Regiment No. 8 went out of the cafe to have a 
smoke and saw Mamuka Kakhishvili, whom they knew as a person searched 
for a robbery, who was getting out of a car that drove up to the cafe. They 
recognized him and tried to detain, the GHN reports. ‘Kakhishvili had a knife 
on him and rendered resistance. The policemen put the detainee into the car; 
and noted there that he showed no signs of life. At the hospital, doctors stated 
his death,’ said Nikolai Turbovets, Deputy Head of the Chief Department of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) for the Samara Region, adding that 
policemen admitted abuse of power at detention; however, the casualty's 
brother, aged 25, had been convicted for robbery, while Mamuka Kakhishvili 
did not work and was even regarded to be among gang leaders.” (Caucasian 
Knot (18 November 2011) Georgian's murder at detention by police 
investigated in Samara) 

 

An Inter Press News report states: 
 

“As they remember, three men came out of the café to Mamuka Kakhishvili 
and started to beat him and they put handcuffs on him. Others joined them 
from the cafe and they beat Kakhishvil’s friends too. Two of them managed to 
escape the attackers. They returned to help their friend later, though it was 
too late. Trishkin says that 4-5 people attacked him and not 8-10 the number 
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of Kakhishvili’s attackers, that’s why he managed to survive. He remembers 
how brutally they beat him and his friend. A police car arrived at the scene of 
accident later and Mamuka Kakhishvili was thrown into the car like a ‘sand 
sack’. The policeman in the car noticed that Kakhishvili was not breathing. 
One of them who had beat him checked if he was alive by putting a lit 
cigarette on his stomach. Kakhishvili didn’t move. Then Kakhishvili was taken 
to hospital and Triskin to the police station. Kakhishvil’s father Levon 
remembers that when they went to the hospital, nothing could be done to 
save his son. He couldn’t even recognize him.” (Inter Press News (18 
November 2011) Samaritan Policemen Beat 19-Year-Old to Death) 

 

See also Inter Press News report which states: 
 

“Father of Mamuka Kakhishvili, who was killed by Russian law enforcers in 
Samara, is accused of robbery by the local police, Georgian TV report. Leri 
Kakhishvili is accused of robbing 600 rubles worth in beer. The law enforcers 
searched his house yesterday; Kakhishvili was not detained, though he may 
be summoned in police station. The family denies the accusations and 
considers this is an attempt to intimidate the family. Leri Kakhishvili says that 
law enforcers try to hinder the investigation of his son’s murder by exerting 
pressure. Mamuka Kakhishvili was beaten to death by the policeman several 
months ago in Samara. According to one version, the cause was ethnic 
background.” (Inter Press News (26 March 2012) Father of Mamuka 
Kakhishvili Killed in Samara Accused of Robbery) 

 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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