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Information on internal relocation/internal flight alternative 
 
A COI research compilation released in August 2015 by the European Asylum 
Support Office notes that: 
 

“Although Article 15 of the 1973 Constitution of Pakistan grants every citizen the right 
to enter and move freely within the country, and to reside and settle in any part of 
it…there are limitations to these rights…Pakistan is a state party to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and therefore is only permitted to 
place limitations on movement if these comply with the requirement of necessity 
under Article 12 (3) of the ICCPR as well as the need for consistency with the other 
rights recognised in the covenant. According to the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan, in 2014 Article 12 rights were compromised in Pakistan, directly or 
indirectly, due to a range of factors including armed conflict, general lawlessness, 
targeted attacks and the inability of people to travel because of the absence or 
shortage of means of transport. Freedom of movement was also hindered by the cost 
of travel and poor road infrastructure…” (European Asylum Support Office (August 
2015) EASO Country of Origin Information Report. Pakistan Country Overview, 
p.110).  

 
In June 2015 the Asylum Research Consultancy produced a COI research 
compilation which includes stating: 
 

“The 2013 U.S. Department of State report notes that “Government restrictions on 
access to certain areas of the FATA, KP, and Balochistan, often due to security 
concerns, hindered the ability of humanitarian assistance providers to deliver aid to 
vulnerable populations”…The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan similarly 
reports that “In 2013 frequent restrictions, both from state and non-state actors, 
posed challenges to freedom of movement for Pakistani citizens…” (Asylum 
Research Consultancy (June 2015) Pakistan Country Report, p.298).  

 
A publication issued in June 2015 by the United States Department of State 
reviewing events of the preceding year notes: 
 

“Government restrictions on access to certain areas of FATA, KP, and Balochistan, 
often due to security concerns, hindered freedom of movement. The government 
required "no objection certificates" (NOCs) for travel to areas it designated as 
"sensitive." “ (United States Department of State (25 June 2015) 2014 Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices – Pakistan).  

 
A report issued in May 2015 by Freedom House commenting on events of 2014 
notes that: 
 

“Practical constraints on freedom of movement and related rights are common, 
ranging from insecurity and corruption to societal taboos” (Freedom House (5 May 
2015) Freedom in the World 2015 – Pakistan).  

 



A report commenting on events of 2014 issued in April 2015 by the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan points out that: 
 

“Pakistan, as a state party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), is permitted to place limitations on movement, but these must comply with 
the requirement of necessity under Article 12 (3) of the ICCPR as well as the need 
for consistency with the other rights recognised in the covenant. The UN Human 
Rights Committee has observed (in General Comment 27) that the restrictions on 
Article 12 rights should be exceptional and no limitation must have the effect of 
nullifying the principle of liberty of movement” (Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan (16 April 2015) State of Human Rights in 2014, p.108).  

 
This document also states that: 
 

“In 2014, Article 12 rights were compromised in Pakistan, directly or indirectly, on 
account of a range of factors including armed conflict and absence of the writ of state 
in some areas, general lawlessness and targeted attacks, and the inability of the 
people to travel because of absence or shortage of means of travel, including 
scarcity of flights for domestic travel for areas that were either too remote or too 
disturbed for safe road travel. The citizens’ freedom of movement was also at times 
hindered by conditions that made travel difficult, including the cost of travel and poor 
road infrastructure” (ibid, p.108).  

 
It is also noted in this report that: 
 

“Imposition of curfew amid security forces’ operations against militant extremists in 
parts of FATA and some districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, occasional 
curfew-like situations, such as strike calls in Karachi and closure of roads by the 
Punjab and federal governments to thwart two somewhat coordinated protests and 
sit-ins in Islamabad from August onwards also affected the citizens’ liberty of 
movement” (ibid, p.109).  

 
This document also notes that: 
 

“Several instances of targeting of passenger trains and railway tracks were reported, 
representing a disturbing method of sabotage, considering the large number of 
people who used the railways as their primary mode of travel, especially across 
provincial boundaries” (ibid, p.110).  

 
This report also states: 
 

“Imposition of curfew during security operations created difficulties in citizens’ 
movement, especially in parts of FATA where security forces were engaged in 
operations against militant groups” (ibid, p.115). 
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to.   
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