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South Africa – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on 23 October 2015 
 
Treatment of returnees/failed asylum seekers by state; Treatment of 
returnees/failed asylum seekers, including kidnapping/abduction for 
those who were in Europe/North America for long periods and perceived 
to have wealth accordingly. 
 
Information on the treatment of rejected asylum seekers returned to South 
Africa was not found among sources available to the Research and 
Information Unit. 
 
South Africa has been designated as a safe country of origin, as noted by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service which states: 
 

“Under Section 12 (4) of the Refugee Act 1996, the Minister may also 
designate certain countries as safe countries of origin. An asylum seeker who 
is a national or who has a right to reside in such a country or who has lodged 
a prior application in another state is presumed not to be a refugee unless he 
or she can show reasonable grounds to the contrary. Croatia and South 
Africa have been designated as safe countries of origin.” (Irish Naturalisation 
and Immigration Service (undated) Designated Safe Country of Origin) 

 

For confirmation of this designation please refer to attached copy of S.I. No. 
714/2004 - Refugee Act 1996 (Safe Countries of Origin) Order 2004 
 
A Sydney Morning Herald article on South Africans who have lived abroad 
and have now returned to South Africa states: 
 

“Waves of non-white South Africans, such as Adonis, migrated abroad during 
the decades of apartheid rather than live with the injustices of racial 
segregation. The dismantling of that system in the 1990s prompted further 
waves of migration abroad. Almost a million South Africans are thought to 
have fled the fledgling democracy, fearful of political instability, rising crime 
and possible retribution by the black community. The South African Institute 
of Race Relations estimates the white population shrank by about 840,000, or 
16 per cent, in the decade between the 1994 election victory of Nelson 
Mandela's African National Congress (ANC) and 2005. Australia's South 
African-born population almost doubled over the same time, from 55,755 in 
the 1996 Census to 104,133 in 2006 (it was 145,683 in the latest Census). 
Many who left have now returned home to rediscover a nation that has 
changed for the better - and worse. Some see a bright future ahead. Others 
say the problems facing South Africa are so bad that they plan to pack up 
again.” (Sydney Morning Herald (13 June 2015) Coming home to South 
Africa) 

 

This article also states: 
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“The subsequent slowing of South Africa's economy has seen a decline in the 
number of returning expatriates. Rising crime rates, dissatisfaction with the 
government and a mandated system of ‘load shedding’ - under which homes 
and businesses endure rolling blackouts to cope with electricity shortages - 
have compelled many to stay away. ‘The sentiment right now is terrible for 
South Africa,’ Jones admits. ‘We are still seeing more people coming back 
than are going, but I think that wave is levelling off a bit.’” (ibid) 

 

Referring to crime rates this article states: 
 

“Violent crime rates - including murder, aggravated robbery and car hijackings 
- have risen over the past three years, reversing what had been a gradual 
decline since about 1994. Dr Johan Burger, a crime expert at the Institute for 
Security Studies in Pretoria, says the increase in violent crime has been 
driven largely by poverty and unemployment - which is as high as 90 per cent 
in some townships. ‘People feel hopeless and neglected and, to a large 
extent, alienated from the structures of the state,’ he says. ‘They don't feel 
part of society or that the laws apply to them and, therefore, feel entitled to 
steal and commit all types of crimes.’” (ibid) 

 

Regarding the risk of crime in general the 2015 US Overseas Security 
Advisory Council for South Africa, in a section headed “Crime Threats”, 
states: 
 

“Crime is a key strategic concern for the government, as well as for U.S. 
government employees and visitors. Regardless of the type of crime being 
committed, crime is distinguished by: 1) the level of violence associated with 
personal and property crimes, as criminals do not hesitate to use lethal 
weapons; and 2) the occurrence of crimes across all metropolitan areas 
regardless of the socio-economic status of a particular neighborhood. Crimes 
range from petty muggings to ATM scams to armed residential home 
invasions and murder. These crimes occur with frequency and in all 
neighborhoods. U.S. citizens are not specifically targeted, but are frequently 
victims of a wide range of crimes. Violent, confrontational crime is a major 
concern. Such crimes include: home invasion robberies, rape, burglaries, 
carjackings, street muggings, smash-and-grabs, organized attacks on 
commercial/retail centers (shopping malls and outlets), ATM bombings, and 
attacks on cash-in-transit vehicles/personnel (i.e., armored car/personnel).” 
(US Overseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC) (2 February 2015) South 
Africa 2015 Crime and Safety Report) 

 

An article from the Pretoria News on an attack against an expatriate family 
who returned to South Africa states: 
 

“A Durban family left South Africa six years ago because they were tired of 
crime. But they returned to follow their passion and work with HIV/Aids 
orphans and because they felt they could be part of a solution to dealing with 
crime. On Friday, their lives were shattered when they were brutally attacked 
at their home in Eston. Brendan Stapleton, 45, chief executive of Lily of the 
Valley, a children's village which houses Aids orphans, his wife, Suzy, 42, and 
their three sons survived the attack. Stapleton's hands and feet were tied up 
with fence wire and he was kicked in the head and body. The men tried to drill 
through the back of his neck with an electric drill, but failed. His eldest son, 
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Joshua, 14, was punched around and his attackers tried to drill through his 
right arm. Luke, 11, had a gun pointed to his head and was bashed about like 
his mother. Jesse, eight, had a knife held to his neck and a gun to his head. 
Speaking yesterday from a friend's home where they are trying to take stock 
of events, the family described their survival as by the ‘grace of God’.” 
(Pretoria News (18 February 2014) Expat family who returned to SA survive 
horror attack) 

 

An Australian Broadcasting Corporation report on the murder of three 
members of a returned expatriate family states: 
 

“Three members of a family that moved from Western Australia to South 
Africa last year have been found dead in what appears to be a series of brutal 
murders. The bodies of Martin Van Breda, his wife Teresa and their eldest 
son Rudi were found in their home at a gated community in Stellenbosch, not 
far from Cape Town. Sixteen-year-old daughter Marli is in a critical condition 
with severe head injuries. Another son suffered minor injuries. Media reports 
in South Africa suggest the family members were attacked with an axe, but 
no-one has been arrested. The family had moved from Perth to Stellenbosch 
last year.” (Australian Broadcasting Corporation (29 January 2015) Three 
members of Perth family murdered in South Africa) 

 

A recent article from the Cape Argus refers to this crime as follows: 
 

“Martin van Breda, 55, his wife Teresa, 54, and their eldest child Rudi, 22, 
were murdered in their upmarket home on the De Zalze golf estate in 
Stellenbosch on January 27. To date, no one has been detained for the triple 
killing, which has made news headlines in various countries. Police have 
consistently refused to divulge details surrounding the murders.” (Cape Argus 
(3 October 2015) Police continue probe into axe killings) 

 

A report published by  the South African online service Fin24 states: 
 

“Crime and politics seem to be some of the main reasons many South African 
expats are hesitant to return home. This runs like a golden thread through 
comments from Fin24 users living abroad, who were reacting to a recent 
article which stated that many highly skilled expats would like to return home, 
and feel their skills could benefit South Africa. Beau Barfknecht does not 
believe this research reflects the real picture. He wrote: ‘Very few expats wish 
to return to this country until the current political and service delivery mess is 
remedied.’” (Fin24. (18 July 2013) Crime is keeping us away – expats) 

 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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