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Iraq – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation Centre 
of Ireland on 17 November 2015 
 
Any information in relation to an incident that occurred in Adhamiya, 
Baghdad, on 14/05/15 when a Shia Imam came to visit and there 
followed an incident with youths when a number of houses were burnt. 
 

A UN Security Council report, in a section titled “Security” (paragraph 21), 
states: 
 

“During the reporting period, Baghdad continued to be afflicted by acts of 
terrorism, such as targeted killings and kidnappings, sectarian violence and 
the use of improvised explosive devices against civilians. On 8 May, a car 
bomb explosion and four improvised explosive devices killed 24 civilians and 
wounded 67 around Karrada district. Among the casualties were Shi’ite 
pilgrims preparing for the commemoration of the death of Imam Mousa al-
Kazim. On 14 May, riots in the district of Adhamiya resulted in the Sunni 
Endowment building being set on fire. Resolute action by the Government 
prevented further escalation.” (UN Security Council (13 July 2015) Fourth 
report of the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraph 6 of resolution 2169 
(2014), p.5) 

 

An Agence France Presse report states: 
 

“Violence also broke out overnight when the faithful marched through the 
Sunni district of Adhamiyah on their way to the Imam Kadhim shrine on the 
other side of the Tigris river. A police colonel told AFP that panic spread after 
2:00 am (1100 GMT) when a rumour began circulating that a suicide bomber 
was among the crowd. ‘Some elements infiltrated in the midst of the pilgrims 
heading to the shrine of Imam Musa Kadhim attacked a Sunni Waqf 
(endowment) building,’ the officer said. ‘They burned it as well as 17 other 
houses,’ he said. Police sources said four people were burnt to death trapped 
inside their torched homes. Medical sources gave the same toll but said some 
of the victims had bullet wounds.” (Agence France Presse (14 May 2015) 
Record crowd for violence-marred Baghdad pilgrimage) 

 

An article published on the Middle East Monitor website states: 
 

“In the darkness of the early hours of this morning, the Adhamiya district in 
Baghdad blazed brightly in hues of orange and red as it was engulfed in the 
flames of sectarian saboteurs and terrorists. By the Shia-majority 
government's own claims, sectarian Shia militias and terrorists led by Shia 
clerics attacked the Sunni neighbourhood, setting alight homes, businesses, 
property and local government buildings.” (Middle East Monitor (14 May 
2015) Adhamiya burns brightly, but no one sees) 

 

This article also states: 
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“In light of the above, and various other acts of Sunni solidarity against anti-
Shia violence, one can only imagine the shock, terror and loss of hope that 
the people of Adhamiya must have felt when a convoy of armed sectarian 
thugs turned up in their district in the dead of the night. In what was supposed 
to be a peaceful night, many of the denizens of Adhamiya found their lives 
and livelihoods burned to ash. Videos uploaded to YouTube and aired on 
Iraqi television stations show how sectarian Shia mobs were celebrating as 
the Sunni Endowment building and other private residences are burned, with 
clerics shouting ‘For the love of Ali!’ to the crowd. Chillingly, one reveller can 
be heard saying that there are women and children nearby, to which another 
thug responds, ‘They're only Sunni women’.” (ibid) 

 

A report from Al Jazeera states: 
 

“At least four people have been killed after violence erupted overnight when 
Shia worshippers marched through a Sunni neighbourhood of Baghdad on 
their way to a shrine for an annual ritual, police said. Mobs burned several 
buildings in the Sunni district of Adhamiyah which the pilgrims have to cross 
to reach the holy Shia site on the other side of the Tigris river. Four people 
were killed in the violence, police said. ‘Some elements infiltrated in the midst 
of the pilgrims heading to the shrine of Imam Musa Kadhim attacked a Sunni 
Waqf (endowment) building,’ a police colonel told AFP news agency on 
Thursday. ‘They burned it as well as 17 other houses,’ he said.” (Al Jazeera 
(14 May 2015) Several dead in Baghdad Shia pilgrimage violence) 

 

A report from Al-Iraqiyah TV states: 
 

“Iraqi state-run Al-Iraqiyah TV reported in its 0500 gmt bulletin on 14 May that 
calm has prevailed in Al-A'damiyah district, northern Baghdad, after a Sunni 
religious endowment building was burnt by ‘intruders’. Security forces backed 
by local residents managed to foil an attempt by those ‘terrorist elements’ to 
stoke up sectarian tension in the area, the channel's presenter said. 
Baghdad-based Shafaq News website reported early this morning that unrest 
in Al-A'damiyah, a Sunni-populated area, erupted after a rumour of a suicide 
bomber was among a crowd of Shi'i pilgrims en route to commemorate the 
death of Imam Musa al-Kadum in Al-Kadmiyah district, north of Al-A'damiyah. 
The movement of pilgrims is running smooth after security forces diverted 
their route to Imam Al-Kadum, according to eyewitnesses, the website added. 
A security source told the website that all roads leading into and out of Al-
A'damiyah are ‘secured and under control’. One person believed to be among 
those spreading the rumour has been arrested, the website quoted the 
security source as saying.” (Al-Iraqiyah TV (14 May 2015) (Corr) "Calm 
prevails" following attack in northern Baghdad Sunni district (translated from 
Arabic) 

 

A report from the Iraqi Kurd news source Shafaq News states: 
 

“An official security source said that the security forces arrested more than 30 
people from rioters in Al-'Adhamiya, pointing out that most of the detainees 
are from outside Baghdad city. Al-'Adamiya area in Baghdad is of a Sunni 
majority contains the tomb of Imam Abu Hanifa, founder of the first Sunni 
doctrine, and this region is not separated from Al- Kadhimiya area with a Shi'i 
majority, which includes the shrines of Imams of the Muslim Shi'i, Musa Bin 
Ja'far al-Kadhim, and Muhammad bin Ali Jawad (PBUT). The matter 
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developed and unidentified people set on fire on a building belonging to the 
Sunni Endowment. Iraqi Prime Minister and General Commander of the 
Armed Forces Haydar al-Abadi ordered to solve Al-A'dhamiya crisis and 
maintain security. The source told Shafaq News, that more than 30 rioters 
were arrested in Al-'Adhamiya. He pointed out that most of the detainees are 
from outside Baghdad city and interrogation is ongoing with them.” (Shafaq 
News (14 May 2015) 30 rioters arrested in northern Baghdad's Al-'Adhamiya 
attack (translated from Arabic)) 

 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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