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Information on treatment for victims of fgm including: available medical 
treatment; available psychological treatment by state and NGOs; how does the 
state treat those who carry out fgm 
 
The United States Department of State issued a report in June 2015 reviewing 
events of 2014 including stating that: 
 

“To combat FGM/C, the government trained community leaders and women's groups 
and provided training in alternative income-generating skills to FGM/C practitioners. 
Supporters of the practice fiercely resisted government, NGO, and media attempts to 
report on and end the practice. Law enforcement agents reportedly resisted 
investigating intimidation and threats against anti-FGM/C activists. Officials did not 
actively seek a ban on FGM/C, but the government renewed its suspension of activity 
by the Sande Society across the country in June in light of the Ebola crisis” (United 
States Department of State (25 June 2015) 2014 Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices – Liberia).  

 
In January 2015 the Women NGO Secretariat of Liberia states in a report that: 
 

“The implementation of legal actions taken against persons violating the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs' circular No. 12 issued in January 2013 is stalled by the 
chasm/discrepancy between the civil and customary laws of Liberia. Besides, the 
enforcement of order on the abolition of groves (i.e. poro and sande societies) have 
received firm reaction from the Council of Chiefs and Elders of Liberia (also called 
the National Traditional Council), a backlash has taken place, with political spoilers 
taken advantage to politicize the Government's efforts to enforce the order. As result 
of the reluctance of government, there is increased operation of groves and forceful 
conscription and other traditional practices still remain prevalent” (Women NGO 
Secretariat of Liberia (10 January 2015) NGO Shadow Report to 7th& 8th Periodic 
Report of Liberia on Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW)).  

 
This report also notes: 
 

“In regards to the ban on female genital mutilation, President Sirleaf publicly 
announced her commitment in ensuring the complete adherence to the enforcement 
of said ban. The president's action was in support of the 2011 Law on Children which 
offers protection against all forms of violence including FGM. Relative to 
implementation and legal actions taken against persons violating the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs' circular No. 12 issued in January 2013, the actualization of this order 
is stalled by the chasm/discrepancy between the civil and customary laws of Liberia. 
Besides, enforcement of order on the abolition of grooves (i.e. poro and sande 
societies) have received firm reaction from the Council of Chiefs and Elders of Liberia 
(also called the National Traditional Council), a backlash which political spoilers had 
taken advantage of to politicize the Government's efforts making GoL reluctant to 
persist. Consequently, operation of groves in Liberia and forceful conscription, 
among other traditional practices still remain prevalent” (ibid).  



 
A publication by the Government of Liberia in February 2015 notes: 
 

“The Government of Liberia has taken a number of legislative and policy measures to 
combat FGM…The Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA), which oversees and regulates 
traditional activities…has indicated that no one may be subjected to FGM or other 
harmful practices without their consent and that the failure to gain an individual’s 
consent may lead to criminal charges…In 2014, the MIA imposed a ninety-day 
moratorium on all activities of the Poro and Sande societies in order to conduct a 
comprehensive review of individual practitioners’ licenses following reports of forceful 
initiations, and simultaneously issued a ban on the initiation of children during the 
school year” (Government of Liberia (18 February 2015) National report submitted in 
accordance with paragraph 5 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 16/21 
: Liberia, p.13).  

 
In December 2014 28 Too Many states that: 
 

“…given the reported frequent kidnapping of girls and women by the secret Sande 
society for the sole purpose of undergoing FGM, victims of such circumstances can 
bring cases under section 14.50 (e) which prohibits kidnapping where the purpose is 
‘to inflict bodily injury’ and section 14.51(a) which prohibits felonious restraint, 
whereby the act done knowingly ‘restrains another unlawfully in circumstances 
exposing him to risk of serious bodily injury’” (28 Too Many (December 2014) 
Country Profile: FGM in Liberia, p.57).  

 
This report also states: 
 

“There are several networks of NGOs working to eradicate FGM in Liberia” (ibid, 
p.60).  

 
This report also notes that: 
 

“AFELL aims to provide quality healthcare and support for women and girls who have 
had FGM. It also provides support for other victims of gender-based violence, both 
physical and psychological” (ibid, p.61).  

 
A report issued in August 2015 by the United Nations Security Council points out 
that: 
 

“During the reporting period, long-standing human rights issues such as harmful 
traditional practices, including female genital mutilation and forced initiation into 
secret societies, remained of concern” (United Nations Security Council (13 August 
2015) Thirtieth progress report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations 
Mission in Liberia).  

 
No further information on any of these issues could be found among sources 
available to the RDC. 
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to.   
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