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Information on citizenship law including: Acquisition of Zimbabwean 
citizenship by descent; Whether a child born in Ireland in 2010 of a 
Zimbabwean mother and a Rwandan father is a Zimbabwean citizen by 
descent; & Whether Zimbabwean citizenship laws allow dual nationality 
 
In January 2016 the Open Society Institute states in a report that: 
 

“Under the 2013 constitution, Zimbabwe requires birth registration in Zimbabwe of 
children born abroad (unless the parents were ordinarily resident in Zimbabwe or 
posted abroad on state duties)” (Open Society Institute (January 2016) Citizenship 
Law in Africa: A Comparative Study, p.54).  

 
This document also notes that: 
 

“…in Zimbabwe, where, from the early 2000s, those persons who have a potential 
claim on another citizenship were required to renounce it, even if they had never had 
any legal relationship with the second state. Despite constitutional amendments 
adopted in 2009 that opened up the possibility of law reform to allow dual citizenship, 
confirmed by the new 2013 constitution which provided for dual nationality to be 
permitted for those who held Zimbabwean citizenship from birth, the Citizenship Act 
had yet to be reformed by late 2015” (ibid, p.77).  

 
A document issued in July 2015 by Freedom House commenting on events of 2014 
notes that: 
 

“The Constitutional Court made several such rulings in 2014, including on defamation 
as well as in favor of dual citizenship, which the ruling party had long opposed” 
(Freedom House (10 July 2015) Freedom in the World 2015 – Zimbabwe).  

 
This document also states that: 
 

“In a positive development, the new constitution gives citizenship rights back to 
Zimbabwean nationals born to foreign parents; these nationals had been stripped of 
automatic citizenship by a 2001 amendment to the Citizenship Act” (ibid).  

 
In June 2015 the Zimbabwean Situation states that: 
 

“The Constitutional Court has called for the enactment of legislation that recognises 
dual citizenship and spells out how lost citizenship can be restored to make the 
Mutumwa Mawere judgment enforceable. In a full judgment availed recently under 
Constitutional Court of Zimbabwe Number 4 of 2015, the court observed that Section 
42 of the Constitution allows for the enactment of a law to deal with citizenship 
issues. The order was granted in 2013 just before the harmonised elections, but the 
detailed judgment with reasons was made available this year. This comes at a time 
several people were failing to assert their citizenship rights because the Registrar-
General’s Office was demanding an Act of Parliament or at least a court order to 



regularise citizenship” (Zimbabwean Situation (15 June 2015) Concourt calls for law 
to enforce dual citizenship).  

 
A report published in June 2015 by the United States Department of State reviewing 
events of the preceding year notes: 
 

“The constitution provides for three different classes of citizenship: by birth, by 
descent, or by registration. The government deprived some sectors of the population 
of citizenship rights based on the law, which revokes the citizenship of persons who 
fail to return to the country in any five-year period. In 2002 the High Court ruled the 
Office of the Registrar General's interpretation of the act denying dual citizenship did 
not take into account that persons are not automatically assured foreign citizenship 
merely because their parents were born in a foreign country, since some countries 
require persons to confirm their citizenship, in which case they could be rendered 
stateless. The court further held that it is incorrect to presume that, when persons 
have a parent or parents born out of the country, they are citizens of the other 
country by descent. In addition, some countries, including countries in southern 
Africa, do not have a means to renounce citizenship. Independent groups estimated 
the law barring dual citizenship might have disenfranchised as many as two million 
citizens, including those perceived to have anti-ZANU-PF leanings, such as the more 
than 200,000 former commercial farm workers from neighboring countries and 
approximately 30,000 mostly white dual nationals. Despite a constitutional provision 
of citizenship and having voted previously, some persons were denied the right to 
vote during the 2013 elections because they could not adequately demonstrate their 
citizenship” (United States Department of State (25 June 2015) 2014 Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices – Rwanda).  

 
A report published by the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion in December 2014 
states: 
 

“Dual citizenship was permitted on attainment of majority rule in Zimbabwe in 1980, 
but forbidden from 1984. The 2001 Citizenship of Zimbabwe Amendment Act 
strengthened this prohibition by requiring proof of renunciation of another citizenship 
under the relevant foreign law, and not only a declaration under Zimbabwean law that 
only one citizenship was held. The government applied this amendment to mean that 
even those people with only a claim to a foreign citizenship (but who had made no 
attempt to claim another citizenship in fact) had to renounce that potential citizenship. 
The vast majority of persons affected by the amendment were farm workers and 
other migrants born in neighbouring countries or one of whose parents or 
grandparents were born in neighbouring countries, such as Malawi, Mozambique, 
and Zambia…Most of these individuals lack identity documents, including birth 
registration, and were caught in the difficult position of not being considered as 
Zimbabwean nationals while not being able to prove their origins to obtain citizenship 
of their countries of origin or proof of renunciation of that citizenship” ((Institute on 
Statelessness and Inclusion (3 December 2014) 'The World's Stateless [Zimbabwe 
excerpt]) 

 
In July 2014 SW Radio points out that: 
 

“The government has finally admitted dual citizenship is allowed under the new 
constitution adopted last year, following months of dilly dallying over the issue” (SW 
Radio (23 July 2014) Finally Mudede admits dual citizenship is allowed).  

 
The Government of Zimbabwe in May 2013 notes: 



 
“Persons are Zimbabwean citizens by birth, descent or registration” (Government of 
Zimbabwe (22 May 2013) Constitution of Zimbabwe, p.23) 

 
This document also notes that: 
 

“(I) Persons are Zimbabwean citizens by birth if they were born in Zimbabwe and. 
when they were born- 
(a) either their mother or their father was a Zimbabwean citizen; or 
(h) any of their grandparents was a Zimbabwean citizen by birth or descent. 
(2) Persons born outside Zimbabwe are Zimbabwean citizens by birth if, when 
they were born, either of their parents was a Zimbabwean citizen and- 
(a) ordinarily resident in Zimbabwe; or 
(b) working outside Zimbabwe for the State or an international organisation. 
(3) A child found in Zimbabwe who is, or appears to be, Iess than fifteen 
years of age. and whose nationality and parents are not known. is presumed to he a 
Zimbabwean citizen by birth” (ibid, p.24).  

 
This document also points out that: 
 

“Subject to section :;6(2). persons born outside Zimbabwe are Zimbabwean citizens 
by descent if. when they were born- 
(a) either of their parents or any or their grandparents was a Zimbabwean 
citizen by birth or descent; or 
(h) either of their parents was a Zimbabwean citizen by registration: 
and the birth is registered in Zimbabwe in accordance with the law relating to the 
registration of births” (ibid, p.24).  

 
No further information on these issues could be found among sources available to 
the RDC. 
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to.   
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