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Where are Al Shabaab present; where is considered safe for internal relocation  
 
In April 2016 the United States Department of State commenting on events of 2015 
notes that: 
 

“The terrorist organization al-Shabaab retained control of some towns and rural areas 
but by year’s end lost control of the key cities of Bardheere and Dinsoor and several 
other towns and villages in the south and central regions to the African Union Mission 
in Somalia (AMISOM) and Somali security forces” (United States Department of 
State (13 April 2016) Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2015, 
Somalia).  

 
This report also states that: 
 

“Some towns and rural areas in the southern and central regions remained under the 
control of al-Shabaab and affiliated militias” (ibid).  

 
In February 2016 a document issued by the European Asylum Support Office notes 
that: 
 

“Throughout 2015, Al‑Shabaab has lost control over a number of strategic 
towns…Despite these losses Al‑Shabaab is still a force in Central and South 
Somalia and controls most of the rural areas” (European Asylum Support Office 
(February 2016) EASO Country of Origin Information Report. Somalia Security 
Situation, p.20).  

 
A compilation of COI resources issued in a compendium report published by the 
United Kingdom Home Office in March 2016 notes that: 
 

“Janes Sentinel Country Risk Assessments noted in January 2016 that: ‘Although 
areas under Al-Shabaab control have reduced, the group is still able to attack military 
targets in the south and central regions, capitalising on the local population's 
frustration with foreign forces” (United Kingdom Home Office (March 2016) South 
and Central Somalia: Fear of Al-Shabaab, p.17).  

 
In April 2016 the Combating Terrorism Center at West Point states in a report that: 
 

“Despite having had to withdraw from lucrative urban centers such as Baidoa, 
Kismaayo, and Baraawe, al-Shabaab has proven remarkably resilient in the face of 
mounting local, regional, and international pressure, including from the United States, 
as well as rising jihadi competitors and rivals, chief among them the Islamic State” 
(Combating Terrorism Center at West Point (22 April 2016) The Resilience of al-
Shabaab).  

 
This document also states that: 
 



“Despite being pushed out of major urban centers, al-Shabaab continues to control 
and govern territory…Al-Shabaab continues to administer and govern 
territory…though on a notably diminished scale due to its territorial losses since the 
spring of 2011” (ibid).  

 
In May 2016 the United Nations Security Council states that: 
 

“The security situation worsened during the first half of the reporting period, as Al-
Shabaab stepped up asymmetric and conventional attacks” (United Nations Security 
Council (9 May 2016) Report of the Secretary-General on Somalia (May 2016)).  

 
In May 2016 the Centre for Security Governance states in a report that: 
 

“Since 2012, Al Shabaab has lost control of nearly all urban centres, and has been 
pushed into more remote rural areas. In consequence, the group no longer plays the 
role of security provider to many settled communities. Instead, its embracing of 
asymmetrical guerilla war tactics has made it a major source of insecurity for Somalis 
today” (Centre for Security Governance (16 May 2016) Non-State Security Providers 
and Political Formation in Somalia).  

 
A document issued in May 2016 by the UNHCR points out that: 
 

“The general security situation in Mogadishu and the regions of southern and central 
Somalia remains volatile. [9] Different conflict dynamics are playing out, involving Al 
Shabaab, clan militias and inter-clan disputes” (UNHCR (23 May 2016) UNHCR 
Position on Returns to Southern and Central Somalia (Update I)).  

 
This document also states that: 
 

“Al-Shabaab reportedly continues to pose a major threat to peace and security…” 
(ibid).  

 
It is also pointed out in this report that: 
 

“While Al-Shabaab has reportedly lost control of many of the cities and towns in the 
regions of central and southern Somalia, they still control some smaller towns and 
most rural areas…” (ibid). 

 
This document also notes that: 
 

“Furthermore, even in those cities that have been recovered by AMISOM/SNAF, the 
presence of Al-Shabaab is reported to remain significant at the urban periphery and 
in some parts of these cities” (ibid).  

 
It is also pointed out in this document that: 
 

“UNHCR considers that in relation to a proposed IFA/IRA for Somalis fleeing 
persecution or serious harm by Al Shabaab, protection from the State is generally not 
available in Mogadishu even though the city is under the control of government 
forces supported by AMISOM troops” (ibid).  

 
The United States Department of State in June 2016 states in a report that: 
 



“In 2015, al-Shabaab lost a number of safe havens in south-central Somalia, many of 
which provided access to funds and other resources the group extorted from local 
communities. Despite the success of coordinated African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM) operations that drove al-Shabaab from former strongholds in Baardheere 
and Dinsoor, the terrorist organization managed to establish new safe havens from 
where it planned and launched attacks against government officials, AMISOM bases, 
and soft targets in Kenya and other parts of the region. The Federal Government of 
Somalia and its regional administrations lacked the capacity and resources to fill 
security voids left in the wake of AMISOM's operations with civilian law enforcement. 
These gaps allowed al-Shabaab to retain the freedom of movement necessary to 
establish new safe havens and re-infiltrate areas that AMISOM cleared but could not 
hold” (United States Department of State (2 June 2016) Country Reports on 
Terrorism 2015 - Terrorist Safe Havens: Africa).  

 
A report published in June 2016 by the United States Department of State notes: 
 

“Al-Shabaab has lost full control of significant areas of territory. In September 2012, 
al-Shabaab lost control of Kismayo, a vital port it used to obtain supplies and funding 
through taxes. In October 2014, al-Shabaab lost another strategic port in Baraawe to 
AMISOM and Somali troops. In 2015, an AMISOM offensive forced the group out of 
two of its strongholds and killed up to 100 personnel. Despite these losses, al-
Shabaab continued to control large sections of rural areas in the middle and lower 
Juba regions, as well as the Bay, Shabelle, and Bakol regions. The group also 
maintained its presence in northern Somalia along the Golis Mountains and within 
Puntland's larger urban areas, and launched several attacks against targets in 
Kenya” (United States Department of State (2 June 2016) Country Reports on 
Terrorism 2015: Somalia).  

 
A document issued in June 2016 by the International Crisis Group notes that: 
 

“Al-Shabaab continued to launch regular attacks despite Somali National Army (SNA) 
and AMISOM offensive and U.S. drone strikes, but lost territory” (International Crisis 
Group (1 June 2016) CrisisWatch Database).  

 
Reuters states in June 2016 that: 
 

“Al Shabaab was pushed out of Mogadishu by the African Union peacekeeping force 
AMISOM in 2011. But it has remained a potent threat in Somalia, launching frequent 
attacks aimed at overthrowing the Western-backed government” (Reuters (2 June 
2016) Somalia ends operation to secure hotel bombed by al Shabaab).  

 
A document issued in June 2016 BBC News notes: 
 

“Uganda provides the biggest contingent of soldiers to the AU force, Amisom. 
Amisom has helped push al-Shabab out of most of Somalia's major towns. But the 
militants continue to mount deadly suicide bombings and guerrilla attacks” (BBC 
News (23 June 2016) Uganda to withdraw troops from Somalia's Amisom force).  

 
A BBC News report commenting on an attack in Mogadishu in June 2016 by Al-
Shabab states that: 
 

“The al-Qaeda-linked group was driven from Mogadishu in 2011 but still remains a 
threat and frequently carries out attacks in the city” (BBC News (26 June 2016) 
Somalia: Tributes to minister killed in al-Shabab hotel attack).  
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to.   
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