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Cameroon – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on 9 July 2014 
 
Is there any information on the shooting of university students on 27 
November 2006 in Cameroon? 
 
The Amnesty International report on events in Cameroon during 2006, in a 
paragraph headed “Student unrest culminates in deaths”, states: 
 

“At least two Buea university students were shot dead on 29 November by the 
security forces during violent demonstrations over alleged corruption and 
discrimination against Anglophone students. The authorities did not hold any 
formal investigation into the killings.” (Amnesty International (23 May 2007) 
Amnesty International Report 2007 – Cameroon) 

 

The US Department of State country report on Cameroon for the events of 
2006, in a section titled “Freedom of Assembly”, states: 
 

“On November 29, the Buea antiriot police shot and killed two students, 
Ufeanei Ivo Abiandong and Bennett Moma Kenyufon, while dispersing a 
demonstration at the University of Buea. The students were protesting those 
admitted to the faculty of medicine because the protesters believed the 
minister of higher education had tampered with the names on the admission's 
list. An investigation was ongoing at year's end.” (US Department of State (6 
March 2007) 2006 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices – Cameroon) 

 

A report from Radio France Internationale states: 
 

“Since the beginning of the week, there have been sit-ins and demonstrations 
in Cameroon's University of Buea, the chief town of Southwestern Province. 
The disturbances turned into a tragedy on Wednesday [29 November] night. 
Two students were shot dead by the police. Three students were injured and 
were still in hospital as of yesterday.” (Radio France Internationale (1 
December 2006) (Corr) Cameroon: Police open fire on university students 
killing two (translated from French) 

 

An IHS Global Insight report states: 
 

“Buea University, situated in Cameroon s capital of Yaoundé, was the scene 
of a violent skirmish on Wednesday night. A riot broke out on the university 
campus in the country s only English-speaking university when students 
protested over examination results. The dispute had started in the beginning 
of the week, when students contested a decision by the university to give 
seemingly preferential treatment to 33 French-speaking students. The 
French-speaking students were required to undertake oral assessments to 
gain entry into the faculty of medicine, whereas the other 127 applicants had 
to take written examinations. The protests soon escalated, culminating in 
Cameroonian police storming the university and opening fire on the students, 
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killing two late on Wednesday. Local media state that the riots later spilled 
into the surrounding environment on Thursday, resulting in two further student 
deaths in the area.” (IHS Global Insight (1 December 2006) Cameroonian 
Police Open Fire on Students, Killing Two) 

 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
 
References: 
 
Amnesty International (23 May 2007) Amnesty International Report 2007 – 
Cameroon 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/46558ec211.html 
(Accessed 9 July 2014) 
 
IHS Global Insight (1 December 2006) Cameroonian Police Open Fire on 
Students, Killing Two 
http://www.lexisnexis.com 
(Accessed 9 July 2014) 
This is a subscription database 
 
Radio France Internationale (1 December 2006) (Corr) Cameroon: Police 
open fire on university students killing two (translated from French) 
http://www.bbcmonitoringonline.com 
(Accessed 9 July 2014) 
This is a subscription database 
 
US Department of State (6 March 2007) 2006 Country Reports on Human 
Rights Practices – Cameroon 
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2006/78723.htm 
(Accessed 9 July 2014) 
 
Sources Consulted: 
 
Amnesty International 
BBC Monitoring 
European Country of Origin Information Network 
Google 
Lexis Nexis 
Refugee Documentation Centre Query Database 
UNHCR Refworld 
US Department of State 
 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/46558ec211.html
http://www.lexisnexis.com/
http://www.bbcmonitoringonline.com/
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2006/78723.htm

