
 
Cote d'Ivoire - Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on Tuesday 10 September 2013 
 
Information on the current political and security situation  
 
In May 2013 a report issued by Amnesty International points out that: 
 

“In Côte d’Ivoire two years after the end of the post-electoral crisis which resulted in 
almost 3,000 deaths, Côte d’Ivoire continues to be home to serious human rights 
violations committed against known or suspected supporters of former President 
Laurent Gbagbo. The Forces républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI, Republican 
Forces of Côte d'Ivoire, the national army) and the military police have been 
responsible for numerous human rights violations after arresting and detaining 
individuals outside any legal framework and often solely on the basis of ethnic 
identity and political motivations” (Amnesty International (23 May 2013) African Union 
@ 50: Call to Reaffirm the Centrality of Human Rights, p.9).  

 
A document released in May 2013 by Human Rights Watch notes: 
 

“Côte d’Ivoire’s government has made little progress in addressing root causes of the 
country’s decade of politico-military violence in the two years since President 
Alassane Ouattara’s inauguration on May 21, 2011, Human Rights Watch said today” 
(Human Rights Watch (21 May 2013) Côte d’Ivoire: 2 Years in, Uneven Progress).  

 
The United Nations News Centre in June 2013 points out that: 
 

“In spite of recent social and economic progress, Côte d’Ivoire needs to address its 
“profound political fragmentation,” a United Nations independent expert said today, 
stressing that political dialogue is fundamental for effective reconciliation” (United 
Nations News Centre (12 June 2013) Côte d’Ivoire must address ‘profound political 
fragmentation’ – UN expert).  

 
A document issued in June 2013 by the United Nations Security Council states: 
 

“President Alassane Ouattara and his Government continued efforts to stabilize the 
security situation and accelerate economic recovery” (United Nations Security 
Council (26 June 2013) Thirty-second report of the Secretary-General on the United 
Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire, p.1) 

 
This report also notes: 
 

“The overall security situation in Côte d’Ivoire remains fragile, in particular along the 
border with Liberia, although the security situation has continued to improve since the 
issuance of my previous report as a result of efforts made by the Governments of 
Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia to address border security challenges” (ibid, p.3).  

 
This document also states that: 
 

“Threats to peace and security in Côte d’Ivoire persist, and include: the continued 
existence of networks affiliated with the former regime, aimed at destabilizing the 



Government; the reported presence of mercenaries, former combatants and other 
armed elements along the border area with Liberia; the uncontrolled circulation of 
weapons; organized crime and illicit trafficking; and tensions between communities, 
often revolving around land tenure issues. There also appeared to be an emerging 
trend of incidents involving disgruntled former combatants, largely owing to the 
uneven pace of disarmament and reform of the security sector” (ibid, p.3).  

 
It is also stated in this document that: 
 

“Across the country, land tenure issues and control over natural resources remained 
a source of tension and violence between communities, in particular between native 
and non-native populations” (ibid, p.4).  

 
In July 2013 Human Rights Watch points out in a report that: 
 

“Security forces routinely and openly extort money at roadblocks in the western part 
of Côte d’Ivoire. The roadblocks, ostensibly in place to address insecurity in the face 
of cross-border incursions and banditry, have become a lucrative, criminal venture for 
soldiers and gendarmes, whose abuse threatens economic livelihoods and food 
prices in a region already devastated by the 2010-2011 post-election crisis” (Human 
Rights Watch (1 July 2013) Côte d’Ivoire: Security Force Extortion).  

 
A report published by Agence France Presse in July 2013 states: 
 

“A bid to reconcile hardened enemies in Ivory Coast has all but broken down, 
according to participants and observers, and time is running out for a commission set 
up to heal the wounds of bitter strife. More than two years after a political and military 
crisis that claimed at least 3,000 lives in the west African country in the wake of 
disputed elections, statements by rival sides reveal their deep differences” (Agence 
France Presse (24 July 2013) I.Coast reconciliation at 'dead end').  

 
In August 2013 the United Nations News Centre notes: 
 

“The release of 14 officials from the former government headed by Laurent Gbagbo 
in Côte d'Ivoire represents "a major step" on the path toward equitable justice and 
reconciliation in the country, a United Nations independent expert said today” (United 
Nations News Centre (7 August 2013) Release of former Gbagbo aides 'major step' 
for justice in Côte d'Ivoire – UN expert).  

 
A document issued in August 2013 by the United Nations News Centre states: 
 

“The recent adoption by Côte D'Ivoire of two laws on nationality and land tenure - two 
issues at the heart of the long crisis that has deeply affected Ivorian society - 
represents a major step towards reconciliation, a United Nations independent expert 
said today” (United Nations News Centre (29 August 2013) New land tenure, 
nationality laws major steps towards reconciliation in Côte D'Ivoire – UN expert).  
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to. 
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