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Cuba – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation Centre 
of Ireland on 1 March 2013 
 
Any reports of the treatment of those who have criticised Cuba’s 
internet and emigration policies. 
 
The 2013 Human Rights Watch annual report on Cuba states: 
 

“Cuba remains the only country in Latin America that represses virtually all 
forms of political dissent. In 2012, the government of Raúl Castro continued to 
enforce political conformity using short-term detentions, beatings, public acts 
of repudiation, travel restrictions, and forced exile.” (Human Rights Watch (31 
January 2013) World Report 2013 – Cuba) 

 
A report published by Amnesty International, in a section titled “Background”, 
states: 
 

“The Cuban government wages a permanent campaign of harassment and 
short-term detentions of political opponents to stop them from demanding 
respect for civil and political rights. Since Amnesty International’s last report 
on the respect for the freedom of expression in Cuba, published in June 2010, 
(Restrictions on freedom of expression in Cuba, Index: AMR 25/005/2010) the 
situation has further deteriorated with a steady increase in the number of 
arbitrary detentions. Criticism of the government is not tolerated in Cuba and 
it is routinely punished with arbitrary and short-term detentions, 'acts of 
repudiation' (demonstrations led by government supporters with the alleged 
participation of state security officials aimed at harassing and intimidating 
government critics), intimidation, harassment and politically motivated criminal 
prosecutions.” (Amnesty International (22 March 2012) Routine Repression 
Political Short-Term Detentions and Harassment in Cuba, p.6) 

 
A report from the US Congressional Research Service, in a section titled 
“Cuban Government’s Change of Repressive Tactics”, states: 
 

“Human right groups across the board maintain that even though the number 
of long-term political prisoners has declined, Cuba’s human rights situation 
nevertheless has deteriorated since 2011, with the number of short-term 
detentions increasing significantly. The Cuban Commission on Human Rights 
and National Reconciliation (CCDHRN) reports that there were at least 4,123 
short-detentions for political reasons in 2011, compared to at least 2,074 in 
2010, almost double. In early May 2011, Cuban dissident Juan Wilfredo Soto 
Garcia died three days after he reportedly was beaten by police, although 
Cuban authorities maintain that he died of natural causes. The press rights 
groups Committee to Protect Journalists issued a report in early July 2011 
detailing continued Cuban government persecution of independent journalists 
through arbitrary arrests, beatings, and intimidation. Short-detentions of 
dissidents for political reasons have increased further in 2012, with over 3,200 
such detentions through May, according to the CCDHRN. This included 1,158 



2 
 

detentions in March alone surrounding the visit of Pope Benedict XVI.” (US 
Congressional Research Service (20 July 2012) Cuba: Issues for the 112th 
Congress, p.15) 

 
An Institute for War & Peace Reporting article states: 
 

“More than 5,600 Cuban dissidents, journalists and rights activists were 
detained or arrested between January and the start of November, a leading 
human rights group reports. The Cuban Commission for Human Rights and 
National Reconciliation, CCDHRN, recorded 520 detentions in October alone, 
bringing the total for the year to 5,625. The figures were “consistent with the 
high level of political repression in Cuba over recent years”, the group said. 
The Hablemos Press Information Centre, CIHPRESS, gave a lower figure of 
4,542 for the same ten-month period, although its records do not cover all of 
Cuba’s provinces. The two groups targeted most were Damas de Blanco 
(Ladies in White) – women campaigning for the release of relatives 
imprisoned in the ‘Black Spring’ of 2003 – with 23 detentions in October; and 
the Patriotic Union of Cuba with 28. CIHPRESS noted 22 cases where 
independent journalists and bloggers were detained in the same month. One 
reason for the high number of detentions is the Cuban authorities’ tactic of 
using repeated short-term internment to harass anyone who criticises the 
system.” (Institute for War & Peace Reporting (23 November 2012) Political 
Detentions in Cuba Top 5,000) 

 
An Amnesty International report, in a section titled “Control of Internet 
Access”, states: 
 

“Although access to the internet in Cuba remains limited and very costly, it 
does offer new possibilities for some Cubans to express their views and share 
their ideas, especially through blogs. However, many blogs are not accessible 
from within Cuba because the Cuban authorities have put in place filters 
restricting access. The blogs affected are mainly those that openly criticize 
the Cuban government and its restrictions on freedom of expression, 
association, peaceful assembly and movement. For example, Generation Y is 
one of the dozens of blogs that are filtered or intermittently blocked by the 
government and are not accessible inside Cuba. In Generation Y, Yoani 
Sánchez, an outspoken advocate for freedom of expression and unrestricted 
access to the internet, writes about daily life in Cuba. She has been awarded 
a number of international prizes for her work, but the authorities have refused 
to give her permission to travel abroad to receive them.” (Amnesty 
International (30 June 2010) Restrictions on Freedom of Expression in Cuba, 
p.7) 

 
A Freedom House report on internet freedom in Cuba, in a section titled 
“Violations of User Rights”, states: 
 

“The legal structure in Cuba is not favorable to internet freedom. The 
constitution explicitly subordinates freedom of speech to the objectives of a 
socialist society, and freedom of cultural expression is guaranteed only if the 
expression is not contrary to the Revolution. The penal code and Law 88 set 
penalties ranging from a few months to 20 years in prison for any activities 
that are considered a ‘potential risk,’ ‘disturbing the peace,’ a ‘precriminal 
danger to society,’ ‘counterrevolutionary,’ or ‘against the national 
independence or economy.’ In 1996, the government passed Decree-Law 
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209, which states that the internet cannot be used ‘in violation of Cuban 
society's moral principles or the country's laws,’ and that email messages 
must not ‘jeopardize national security.’ In 2007, Resolution 127 on network 
security banned the spreading via public data-transmission networks of 
information that is against the social interest, norms of good behavior, the 
integrity of people, or national security. The decree requires access providers 
to install controls that will enable them to detect and prevent the proscribed 
activities, and to report them to the relevant authorities.” (Freedom House (25 
September 2012) Freedom on the Net 2012 – Cuba) 

 
This section of the report also states: 
 

“Under Raul Castro, the Cuban government appears to have shifted its 
repressive tactics from long-term imprisonment to extralegal detentions, 
intimidation, and harassment. Bloggers have been summoned for 
questioning, reprimanded, and had their domestic and international travel 
rights restricted. In October 2011, Dania Virgen García, a blogger and 
journalist, was reportedly detained and beaten along with her husband when 
trying to visit the home of the late Laura Pollán shortly after the founder of the 
opposition group Ladies in White passed away; the pair was released within a 
few days. In March 2012, during the Pope's visit to Cuba, dozens of bloggers 
were placed under house arrest or detained and held throughout the Pope's 
three-day stay, then released. In February 2011, the Cuban government 
denied Yoani Sánchez an exit permit for the 19th time in four years. That 
same month, student Reyner Agüero was expelled from the University of 
Information Sciences for giving an interview to an anti-Castro blog. The 
document affirming his three-year expulsion explained that the reason was 
‘unauthorized use of the ... information technologies that were provided at no 
cost by the institution for [students'] studies.’” (ibid) 

 
An International Press Institute report states: 
 

“Hero Yoani Sánchez and prominent opposition journalist and attorney 
Yaremis Flores were among at least 27 Cuban dissidents arrested last week 
during what observers have called a new 'wave of repression' on the 
Caribbean island. Flores was among a group of independent lawyers 
detained by authorities last Wednesday. According to media reports, she has 
been charged with 'disseminating false news' that harms the 'international 
peace' or the 'prestige' of the Cuban state, as established by Article 115 of 
the Cuban Penal Code.   If convicted, Flores could face up to four years in 
prison. In addition to her legal work, Flores had written articles containing 
criticism of the communist regime, most recently relating to the official 
response to the destruction wrought by Hurricane Sandy, for CubaNet.  
Laritza Diversent, a lawyer detained together with Flores, added that Flores 
had also recently been providing information on arbitrary arrests in Cuba to 
the UN High Commission for Human Rights, according to reports.” 
(International Press Institute (12 November 2012) Wave of journalist arrests 
in Cuba) 

 
This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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