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Ghana – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on 8 March 2013 
 
Information on the position of failed asylum seekers returned to Ghana. 
 
A 2005 UK Home Office country report on Ghana, in a section titled “Returned 
Failed Asylum Seekers” (paragraph 6.63), states: 
 

“The Foreign and Commonwealth Office stated in a memo dated 25 August 
2005, that they were not aware of any reports of returned failed asylum 
seekers being subject to mistreatment upon return. The FCO also reported 
that NGOs had also not reported any incidents of mistreatment.” (UK Home 
Office (September 2005) Ghana) 

 
Please note that the topic of returned asylum seekers is not addressed in the 
UK Home Office report on Ghana published in 2012. 
 
A document published by the Development Research Centre on Migration, 
Globalisation and Poverty states: 
 

“The UK’s priority for Ghana is to return foreign national prisoners and failed 
asylum seekers. The Ghanaian government wants to encourage the return of 
irregular migrants in the UK, many of whom are relatively well educated but 
have overstayed the right to remain in the UK, to fill skill gaps in Ghana. In 
this regard, they are hoping that the UK government will do more to provide 
incentives for this group of migrants to return.” (Development Research 
Centre on Migration, Globalisation and Poverty (13 January 2009) Migration 
DRC Training Day – Return Migration: Policy Options and Policy Effects) 

 
This document also states: 
 

“Another participant pointed out with regard to the Migration DRC’s study on 
return to Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire, that return assistance is often quite 
important if migrants do not have savings or return to family-based support 
networks. Another participant pointed out that the significant cost of the initial 
migration process is often an important factor in delaying migrant return, as 
migrants stay in host countries to pay off debts incurred to go abroad.” (ibid) 

 
An article from the Ghanaian online newspaper Public Agenda states: 
 

“Our diplomatic sources have hinted that Ghana may have been conned into 
accepting failed asylum seekers from various European countries, who were 
made to pose as refugees from Darfur. And this may have been worked out 
with the connivance of some officials at Ghana's embassies in Europe and 
some top security personnel within the country. Ghana has become the 
destination for failed asylum seekers because a large number of asylum 
seekers who posed as refugees from Darfur and were arrested in Italy last 
year turned out to be Ghanaians or people of other nationalities who were 
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traveling on the Ghanaian passport. The reason is that the Ghanaian 
passport is the easiest and cheapest to obtain in West Africa, opening the 
way for all shades of people to travel on the Ghanaian document. Further 
inquiries have revealed that the so-called refugees or asylum seekers are 
victims of an international trade in displaced people involving some EU 
countries like Italy, Germany and Britain, who want failed asylum seekers to 
be settled in a third African, while their appeals are heard.” (Public Agenda 
(18 April 2005) Ghana: 'Asylum Seekers' Whisked to James Towm Prison) 

 
A Danish Immigration Service report on a fact-finding mission to Ghana, in a 
section titled “Risk and evidence of reprisals against victims of trafficking” 
(section 3), states: 
 

“It was added that returned victims of trafficking that have testified abroad 
against traffickers could be in need of protection in Ghana. Unless a victim 
has relocated in Ghana a trafficker may easily locate the victim, and it cannot 
be excluded that the trafficker might seek retaliation. In such cases it is 
essential that the victim cooperate with the authorities, as this would be a 
precondition for the victim to attain protection. However, out of fear from 
retaliation and because of intimidation the victim might be convinced that the 
authorities would not assist her or him. Because of this returning victims of 
trafficking might not even report their situation to the police when they arrive 
in Ghana.” (Danish Immigration Service (17 June 2008) Protection of victims 
of trafficking in Ghana) 

 
A report published by The Independent on the death of a failed asylum seeker 
returned to Ghana from the UK states: 
 

“On 9 January five immigration officers arrived at the University Hospital of 
Wales, Cardiff, where Ms Sumani was being treated for malignant myeloma. 
Against her will, they removed her in a wheelchair and drove her to Heathrow 
airport where she was flown back to Ghana, a country that could not afford to 
treat her condition. The Home Office's actions were immediately condemned 
by Ms Sumani's supporters and attacked in an editorial in the respected 
medical journal The Lancet, which described the decision as ‘atrocious 
barbarism’. It was reported that British immigration officials who accompanied 
her to Accra, in Ghana, offered to pay for the first three months, £3,022, but 
the offer was rejected because Ms Sumani had no source of funds to 
continue treatment. In an interview given after her return, Ms Sumani said that 
she did not know anyone in Accra as she was from the north of the country, 
where her family remain.” (The Independent (21 March 2008) Deportee's 
cancer death 'on Britain's conscience') 

 
An article published by Metro Éireann states: 
 

“Meanwhile, the Department of Justice has rubbished rumours in the Nigerian 
community that it cannot deport Ghanaian nationals. A department 
spokesperson said that while no ‘formal readmission’ agreement exists with 
Ghana, Irish authorities have ‘good relations’ with its Ghanaian counterparts 
in terms of receiving failed asylum seekers. Presently, some 79 Ghanaian 
nationals are known to be failed asylum applicants with deportation orders 
made against them. ‘It is not possible to confirm their current whereabouts,’ 
said the spokesperson. Three deportations to Ghana have taken place in the 
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last five years, at a minimum cost of €159,471.” (Metro Éireann (6 August 
2009) Deported man asks for return to his wife) 

 
This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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