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Information on police protection available for single women with children; 
information on police protection available for a women in domestic violence 
situations 
 
A report issued in January 2014 by Freedom House states: 
 

“Violence against women and children, particularly rape, is a pervasive problem. A 
specialized prosecution unit and a court with exclusive jurisdiction over sexual and 
gender-based violence are unable to effectively process the large number of cases 
brought before them” (Freedom House (23 January 2014) Freedom in the World 
2014 – Liberia).  

 
In February 2014 the United States Department of State commenting on events of 
the preceding year notes: 
 

“The law prohibits domestic violence; however, it remained a widespread problem. 
According to the World Health Organization, 33 percent of married women reported 
experiencing domestic violence. The maximum penalty for domestic violence is six 
months’ imprisonment, but the government did not enforce the law effectively and 
generally treated cases, if reported, as either simple or aggravated assault. The 
government and the media made some efforts to publicize the problem, and several 
NGOs continued programs to treat abused women and girls and to increase 
awareness of their rights. LNP officers received training on sexual offenses as part of 
their initial training” (United States Department of State (27 February 2014) Country 
Report on Human Rights Practices 2013 – Liberia, Section 6. Discrimination, Societal 
Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons/Women/Rape and domestic violence).  

 
A report issued in February 2014 by the United Nations Security Council notes: 
 

“National focus on strengthening the protection of the rights of women and girls 
continued to expand in the face of the continually high incidence of rape. The 
Government conducted validation exercises to review draft domestic violence 
legislation and prepared a draft periodic report on the implementation of the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women” (United 
Nations Security Council (18 February 2014) Twenty-seventh progress report of the 
Secretary-General on the United Nations Mission in Liberia, p.14).  

 
Reuters in June 2014 states: 
 

“…Liberia still has some of the highest incidences of sexual violence against women 
in the world…” (Reuters (9 June 2014) War long over in Liberia, but why is there still 
so much rape? 

 
In June 2014 a publication issued by the Overseas Development Unit notes: 
 

“Rape and sexual assault have persisted in the post-conflict era. Liberia has one of 
the highest incidences of sexual violence against women in the world. Rape is the 



most frequently reported crime, accounting for more than one-third of sexual violence 
cases; targets are largely adolescent girls, and almost 40% of perpetrators are adult 
men known to victims…” (Overseas Development Unit (June 2014) The fallout of 
rape as a weapon of war, p.4).  

 
An article in The New Dawn issued in July 2014 states: 
 

“According to Assistant Gender Minister, Annette  Kiawu, women and children are 
not enjoying the current peace in the country because they continue face domestic 
violence. The ministry recounted that between 2009 and 2013, women and children 
suffered domestic violence, including harmful violence, forceful marriage, and denial. 
During the same period, the Gender Ministry recorded 1,800 cases of domestic 
violence across the country some of which were death-related” (The New Dawn (8 
July 2014) Gender Ministry presents domestic violence bill to President).  

 
In July 2014 IRIN News states: 
 

“Rates of sexual violence in post-war Liberia are still "extremely high…” (IRIN News 
(18 July 2014) Tackling Liberia's high rape rate).  

 
In August 2014 a publication issued by the United Nations Security Council notes 
the: 
 

“…high rates of sexual and gender-based violence…” (United Nations Security 
Council (15 August 2014) Twenty-eighth progress report on the United Nations 
Mission in Liberia, p.3).  

 
No further information on these issues could be found among sources available to 
the RDC. 
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to.  
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