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Are there any reports of Boku Haram attacks on the town of Gwoza in 
2013 or in Kawo in July 2013? Is there any evidence that Boku Haram 
pursued and attacked people who had fled from towns such as Gwoza? 
 
An Associated Press Online report refers to a Boko Haram attack on Gwoza 
in March 2013 as follows: 
 

“Authorities say an attack by the radical Islamic extremist network Boko 
Haram in northeast Nigeria has killed eight people. The attack Monday night 
in Gwoza, a village in northeastern Borno state, saw fighters arrive in two 
trucks and open fire. A security official later told The Associated Press that 
the Boko Haram gunmen killed seven civilians and a police inspector. The 
official spoke on condition of anonymity as he was not authorized to speak 
publicly with journalists. Gwoza resident Umaru Yahuza said the fighting 
targeted a bank and the police station in the village.” (Associated Press 
Online (5 March 2013) 8 killed in northeast Nigeria extremist attack) 

 

An Agence France Presse report states: 
 

“Gunmen have raided a prison in a northern Nigeria border town with 
Cameroon, freeing 170 inmates and killing a civilian, officials and residents 
said Friday. The civilian was shot dead in crossfire when the gunmen in cars 
and on motorcycles stormed the prison Thursday in Gwoza, 130 kilometres 
(80 miles) from the restive city of Maiduguri, the hotbed of Boko Haram 
Islamists, they said. ‘There was a total of 170 inmates in the prison and all of 
them were freed by the gunmen who overwhelmed us with their superior fire 
power,’ a prison warden involved in the shootout, who requested anonymity, 
told AFP. ‘They set fire to the administrative building but spared the imates' 
rooms which they broke into and set all of them free,’ he said. ‘A civilian was 
killed by a stray bullet during the shootout,’ he added.” (Agence France 
Presse (15 March 2013) Gunmen in Nigeria free 170 prisoners, one person 
killed) 

 

A Morning Star article states: 
 

“Boko Haram fighters ransacked homes in Gwoza district, forcing residents to 
hide in caves in the rocky hills. Although soldiers and police on bombing raids 
with jet fighters and helicopter gunships have dislodged the insurgents, 
refugees confirmed that the fighters have regrouped in the mountains and 
rocky hills of the Gwoza and Bama districts.” (Morning Star (23 June 2013) 
Thousands flee homes in fear of Islamist fighters) 

 

An article from the Lagos-based newspaper Vanguard states: 
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“Gunmen, suspected to be members of Boko Haram Islamic sect, yesterday, 
attacked Gwoza and Gamboru Ngala communities in Borno State,  killing two 
policemen and four members of the communities while seven insurgents also 
died in the encounters. In the attack launched at the Divisional Police 
Headquarters, Gwoza at about 8 am yesterday, two policemen were killed 
while seven insurgents equally lost their lives in the encounter.” (Vanguard 
(22 August 2013) Insurgents kill two policemen, four others in Borno 
communities) 

 

An article from the Lagos-based newspaer This Day states: 
 

“A security source told journalists that the Boko Haram sect, whose members 
had been previously apprehended at Gamboru/Ngala last week by the youth 
volunteers, had stormed the town early Wednesday. A member of Gwoza 
Emirate Council, who accompanied the Emir of Gwoza to Maiduguri to inform 
the state governor on the happenings in the hilly town, disclosed to journalists 
that two policemen were killed in an attack on Gwoza Police Station at about 
8a.m. He, however, said seven of the insurgents also died in the clash with 
policemen assisted by men of the Joint Task Force (JTF), who repelled the 
attack.” (This Day (22 August 2013) Nigeria: 13 Killed in Boko Haram Attacks 
On Borno Towns) 

 

A Voice of America News report states: 
 

“The Nigerian military says it has repelled coordinated insurgent attacks in the 
northeastern Borno state, killing 40 suspected militants. In a statement 
Tuesday, authorities said the attacks occurred recently in the towns of Bama, 
Gwoza and Pulka.” (Voice of America News (15 October 2013) Nigerian 
Military Repels Militants: 40 Killed) 

 

A This Day article states: 
 

“Suspected members of the outlawed Boko Haram sect were alleged to have 
randomly attacked some Borno villages at night, leading to death of over 26 
persons and displacement of several others. Forty houses were also said to 
have been torched in the villages. It was gathered that the attacks, which 
began on Sunday night and had not ceased by Wednesday night, affected 
villages in Southern Borno which were once serene. The affected villages 
include Bdagu, Izge, Hartsa and Yazza in Gwoza, Damboa and Askira-Uba 
Local Government Areas of the state.” (This Day (15 November 2013) 
Nigeria: 26 Persons Killed in Boko Haram Night Raids On Borno Villages) 

 

References to Boko Haram activity in a place called Kawo during 2013 were 
not found among sources available to the Research and Information Unit. 
 
An article from the Abuja-based newspaper Leadership refers to the killing of 
people fleeing from Boko Haram attacks on villages in the Gwoza area in 
June 2014 as follows: 
 

“The source said while the gunmen were killing the villagers in the three 
villages, some others who were riding on motorcycles lay in ambush outside 
the villages and continued to pick on the fleeing villagers. ‘When some of the 
villagers managed to escape, they were unfortunately waylaid outside the 
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villages by some gunmen on motorcycles who would catch and slaughter the 
men and young boys; they only allowed women and children to go,’ said the 
source.” (Leadership (5 June 2014) Nigeria: Gwoza Under Siege - Boko 
Haram Kills 300, Wipes Out Three Villages) 

 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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