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Centre of Ireland on 6 March 2013 
 
Is there any information available on a secret cult called Aluta? Is it 
possible to leave? If not, consequences of so doing? Any connections 
between it and the government? 
 
No reference to a secret cult called Aluta was found among sources available 
to the Research and Information Unit. 
 
A document posted to the H-Net Discussion Networks website refers to the 
origin of the phrase “A Luta Continua” as follows: 
 

“In his recently published autobiography Sérgio Vieira says the term ‘A Luta 
Continua!’ became Frelimo's catch phrase in 1968. Referring to an incident 
that took place in May that year (the assassination of Mateus Sansão 
Muthemba), Vieira says he attended Muthemba's funeral in Dar es Salaam 
and witnessed Mondlane stating: ‘They may kill us, they may kill me, but the 
Struggle Continues!’ Vieira adds: ‘From then on, A Luta Continua became our 
catch phrase.’” (H-Net Discussion Networks (8 November 2010) Origin of 
phrase "A Luta Continua" and use in Mozambique) 

 
This document also states: 
 

“Most likely, ‘A Luta Continua’ depicts Maoist influence within Frelimo right 
from the days of the independence war. The term reflects the concept of 
protracted war, which permeates Mao's works.” (ibid) 

 
The term “Aluta” appears in numerous reports in the context of student 
activism in Nigerian universities. 
 
A report from the Lagos-based newspaper The News states: 
 

“From the retinue of media hounds to the hoard of politicians, students and 
pro-democracy activists, the event has all the features of an Aluta rally.” (The 
News (17 April 2000) Nigeria Politics: The Return Of The Adolor) 

 
A report from the Lagos-based newspaper Vanguard states: 
 

“The association directed all chapters/zonal leaders, aluta commanders and 
powerful congressmen and women to embark on maximum mobilisation for 
the aluta visit to Government House Asaba, ‘if the demand was not met by 
the end of this month.’” (Vanguard (23 June 2000) Nigeria: Delta students 
vow to reject N500 bursary award) 

 
A report from Nigerian newspaper The Guardian states: 
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“Nigeria's Vice President Atiku Abubakar is not new to Aluta. Afterall, in his 
own time, he had done his 'radical' best as a student unionist at university.” 
(The Guardian (10 August 2001) Nigeria: Atiku And Privatisation in Nigeria) 

 
A report from Nigerian evening newspaper P.M.News states: 
 

“I only used to hear of and read about Gani then in the university; I never met 
him or had any opportunity of direct interaction. Then I took active interest in 
students' unionism and became an 'aluta' boy.” (P.M.News (16 December 
2003) Nigeria: Chief, Alhaji, Dr. Gani Fawehinmi, San, Sam (i)) 

 
This report also states: 
 

“Later on in my second year, I became the Public Relations Officer of the 
Students' Union and I was on fire for the struggle. It was a no nonsense 
regime of ruthless aluta. Less than three months into my tenure, I was 
expelled along with 60 other student activists and we were directed to leave 
the university.” (ibid) 

 
A report from Vanguard states: 
 

“I had finished an introductory lecture on logic to 100 level evening students 
that very Tuesday around 7p.m. My friend and I drove to a nearby restaurant 
to have supper. After the meal, we drove towards the main gate of the 
university. There was traffic jam, and we were debating the probable cause of 
the problem. When we got closer to the gate, say about 200 meters, we 
discovered that the entrance was locked. A sizeable number of students had 
gathered around the gate chating aluta or solidarity songs.” (Vanguard (23 
January 2005) Nigeria: The Sunday Perspectives: Man Made Tsunami At 
UNILAG) 

 
A report from the pro-government newspaper Daily Champion states: 
 

“The success recorded at the maiden SSANU national honours and awards 
ceremony threw the deluge of criticism that trailed the event to the dustbin of 
history. If not for anything, for once, at least, the union has shown that it is 
also not only adept in organizing aluta continua but also good in celebrating 
great moments and individuals.” (Daily Champion (12 December 2006) 
Nigeria: Ssanu Holds Awards Ceremony in Style) 

 
A report from the Abuja-based newspaper states: 
 

“A student union leader from Benue State University, Makurdi, who identified 
himself as Aluta General John Igbudu.” (Daily Trust (3 September 2007) 
Nigeria: Students Protest Poor Allowances At Minna Leadership Seminar) 

 
A report from the Lagos-based newspaper Daily Independent states: 
 

“Basically one of the challenges NANS had was that of image and reputation. 
If, for instance, I come to your office and say Nigerian students are here to 
see you, the first person you would want to call is the policeman, because 
what immediately comes to your mind is that you have people who are violent 
oriented coming to visit you. We are re-branding the association and we are 
also re-branding 'Aluta' to give the struggle a new face. The new face will be 
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that of intellectualism that will constructively engage people in dialogue to get 
what we want.” (Daily Independent (14 February 2010) Why We Are Re-
Branding NANS -President [interview]) 

 
A report from the Abuja-based national newspaper Leadership states: 
 

“The real issue is the person and character of the chairmanship nominee. He 
is going to be a deal breaker. That is, with him at NERC, it won't be business 
as usual. He was an ‘Aluta’ at the University of Calabar, fought student 
cultism vigorously at a time ‘you either join or keep quiet.’ He usually 
mobilized students against the authorities' obnoxious policies like hike in 
school fees.” (Leadership (6 November 2010) Nigeria: NERC Nominees 
Versus Profession Supremacists) 

 
A Targeted News Service report states: 
 

“Represented by the Deputy-Vice-Chancellor (Academic), Prof. Olugbenga 
Aribisala, the Vice-Chancellor expressed dismay over the absence of training 
and retraining programmes in several sectors of the nation. He said that the 
need for workshops concerning Students' Unionism in Nigerian tertiary 
institutions could not be over-emphasized as there was the need to change 
the orientation of students from the old fashion of 'Aluta Continua' to 
something progressive in order to stop the unnecessary demonstrations in 
Nigerian Universities. ‘Rampaging or violent demonstrations are archaic, 
students should embrace peaceful demonstrations and dialogue to resolve 
issues’, the Vice-Chancellor asserted. During the workshop, the Dean of the 
School of Post-Graduate Studies, Prof. Eddy Olanipekun admonished the 
students to change with time as violent demonstrations are no longer in 
vogue. In his address centred on Students' Unionism in the 21st Century, he 
advised students to always adopt productive dialogue rather than delving into 
riotous protests which should not be a hallmark of a world-class institution 
such as Ekiti State University. Prof. Olanipekun however noted that students 
could only embark on protests when other avenues of dialogue have been 
exhausted.” (Targeted News Service (3 September 2012) Lack of Leadership 
Training, Bane of Nigeria's Development...V C) 

 
See also Targeted News service 
 

“The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Olusola Bandele Oyewole has charged 
Students Union Executives in tertiary institutions in the country to drop ‘Aluta’ 
Unionism and embrace the world order of quality, intellectual and 
developmental unionism. Professor Oyewole gave the charge just as he 
passed a Vote of Confidence on Mr. Dipo Adesipo led Students Union 
Executive of the University. He spoke at a Luncheon, organized for 
FUNAABSU Executive, held at his official Lodge. The President of FUNAAB 
Students Union, Mr. Dipo Adesipo had earlier in his speech set the ball rolling 
when he declared that his type of Unionism and Executive doesn't believe in 
‘Aluta’ Unionism, but intellectual and dialogue unionism".” (Targeted News 
Service (25 January 2013) Embrace Intellectual, Developmental Unionism - 
VC Counsels FUNAABSU Leaders) 

 
This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
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the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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