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Information on the black axe (Illumiti) cult including: 
Is it controlled or influenced by prominent politicians; 
Recent activity; 
Activity in Edo State University;  
Is it possible to leave; 
Does it recruit by deception, for example, promising to help with careers, while 
not explaining that it is a cult 
 
Research issued in December 2012 by the Immigration and Refugee Board of 
Canada states that: 
 

“Sources indicate that the Black Axe confraternity is a cult…” (Immigration and 
Refugee Board of Canada (3 December 2012) Nigeria: The Black Axe confraternity, 
also known as the Neo-Black Movement of Africa, including their rituals, oaths of 
secrecy, and use of symbols or particular signs; whether they use force to recruit 
individuals (2009-November 2012)).  

 
This report also notes: 
 

“In Benin City, Edo State, media sources reported on cult wars between the Black 
Axe confraternity and the Eiye [also called Eye and Aiye] confraternity which include 
the following accounts of violence: 
■in July 2012, Leadership reported that 4 people were killed in 2 days (27 July 2012), 
while the Lagos-based newspaper the Guardian reported that 6 suspected cult 
members were killed (27 July 2012); 
■in January 2012, media sources reported on the death of 8 people (This Day 6 Jan 
2012; Vanguard 11 Jan. 2012); 
■in May 2011, Vanguard reported that 18 people were killed (26 May 2011); 
■in January 2011, Vanguard indicated that 10 people were killed (24 Jan. 2011)..” 
(ibid).  

 
A report issued in October 2007 by Human Rights Watch provides background 
material including stating: 
 

“Cult groups in Nigeria today are numerous and include groups such as the 
Buccaneers, the Black Axe, the Greenlanders, the Klansmen Konfraternity, and the 
Supreme Vikings Confraternity (or Vikings) along with many others. These 
organizations sow terror among the student populations of many university 
campuses in Nigeria, forcibly recruiting new members and waging battles between 
one another that have included the assassination of rival cult members and the killing 
of innocent bystanders” (Human Rights Watch (October 2007) Criminal Politics 
Violence, “Godfathers” and Corruption in Nigeria, p.24).  

 
A report issued by the Daily Trust in October 2010 states: 
 

“Cultism in Edo State was a low-key issue until recently when the tempo went up. 
The latest development has political strings attached to it. Weekly Trust takes a look 



at the disturbing trend Cultists until recently had been lying low in Edo State, but with 
the general elections getting closer, they are increasingly getting their presence felt 
all over Benin, the state capital. They have stepped up rituals. In addition to that, 
investigations show that politicians are once again arming thugs and getting body 
guards to intimidate, maim and even kill political opponents, cult-style. On Thursday, 
October 21, 2010, over ten students of the Ambrose Ali University, Ekpoma were 
murdered when two rival cult groups "Maphite Confraternit" and the Black Axe 
clashed” (Daily Trust (29 October 2010) Cultism increasing in Nigeria's Edo State 
ahead of 2011 polls - report).  

 
A document released in May 2011 by Vanguard notes: 
 

“Following the renewed cult war between the suspected Eiye confraternity and the 
Black Axe members, which had led to the death of no fewer than 18 persons in the 
last one week in Edo State, the state police command, yesterday, paraded 31 
suspects alleged to be involved in the killings in different parts of the state” 
(Vanguard (25 May 2011) Police Parade 31 Suspected Cultists).  

 
In January 2012 This Day states: 
 

“In the past six days, eight persons have been shot dead in a renewed cult fight that 
engulfed Benin City,  Edo State Capital. To this end, the police in Benin-city have 
intensified effort to crack down the warring gangs as over five suspects have been 
arrested. Arms and ammunition were also recovered from the suspects, two of whom 
were nabbed by men of Ogida Police Station. THISDAY investigation re-vealed that 
Medical Store Road, New Benin, Second West Circular, Ogida and Sapele Road 
areas of Benin City have recorded at least a casualty in the killing spree. Sources 
disclosed that the clash was between Eiye and the Neo-Black Movement of Africa 
a.k.a Black Axe Confraternities” (This Day (6 January 2012) 8 Killed in Renewed Cult 
War).  

 
In July 2012 The Guardian notes: 
 

“No fewer than six persons suspected to be members of rival cults, Eiye also and 
Black Axe, were feared killed in renewed hostilities between the two groups in the 
past three days in Benin City” (The Guardian (26 July 2012) Six killed as rival cults 
clash in Nigeria's Edo State). 

 
Leadership in July 2012 points out that: 
 

“Aiye fraternity and Black Axe have been engaged in an age-long supremacy tussle 
which had left over 30 dead and several others injured in past three years” 
(Leadership (27 July 2012) Six Feared Killed in Renewed Cult War in Edo).  

 
In August 2012 Vanguard points out that: 
 

“To many students of Ambrose Ali University, AAU, Ekpoma, the second semester of 
the 2011/2012 academic session is ill-fated. It was two weeks into the resumption 
when rival cult groups, the Black Axe Confraternity, popularly known as Aye and the 
Vikins clashed. It was gathered that Black Axe men gunned down four members of 
Vikins as against one of their members at different areas in Ekpoma, Esan West 
Headquarters” (Vanguard (15 August 2012) AAU Boils Again as Cult Groups Battle 
for Supremacy).  

 



A report issued in Vanguard released in November 2012 states: 
 

“Six students of the Federal Polytechnic, Oko, have renounced their membership of 
the Black Movement of Africa, popularly known as Black Axe, and the Vikings cult 
groups. Five were said to be members of Black Axe, while one was reportedly a 
member of Vikings” (Vanguard (19 November 2012) Six Renounce Cultism At Oko 
Poly).  

 
The Daily Trust in May 2013 notes: 
 

“More than five persons were killed and many others injured yesterday following a 
violent cult clash in a community in Obudu local government area of Cross River 
State. But police public relations officer for the state DSP John Umoh said 
preliminary investigation showed that there was no political undertone in the crisis. 
Fight erupted when members of secret cult groups, including Vikings Confraternity 
and Black Axe engaged themselves in a show of superiority on Ogoja Road in 
Obudu” (Daily Trust (10 May 2013) Nigeria: Five Killed in Cross River Violence).  

 
No further information on these issues could be found among sources available to 
the RDC. 
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to. 
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