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Sierra Leone – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on 11 June 2013 
 
Are armed groups still active in Sierra Leone? What state protection is 
available for those fearing armed groups? Any reports of armed groups 
or secret societies forcing people to join them, including in Jobata city 
and on/before November 2012? 
 
Reports of armed groups being currently active in Sierra Leone were not 
found among sources available to the Research and Information Unit. 
 
A document published by the Rule of Law in Armed Conflicts Project, in a 
paragraph headed “Non-state armed groups”, states: 
  

“The Revolutionary United Front (RUF), formerly the largest non-state armed 
group in Sierra Leone, are no longer active, although the transfer of Charles 
Taylor from Freetown to the Hague in March 2006 for security reasons 
demonstrates that fears remain of tensions between factions within Sierra 
Leone potentially escalating. The dissipation of the RUF has largely been 
attributed to the death of their leader, Foday Sankoh, in 2003.” (Rule of Law 
in Armed Conflicts Project (undated) Sierra Leone: Non-State armed groups) 

 
An article published by the Institute of Development Studies states: 
 

“In the eyes of international donors, Sierra Leone is a success story. It has 
been more than ten years since the country was at war and former 
combatants have been successfully disarmed and demobilised. There have 
been three rounds of democratic elections in which power has changed 
hands between two main political parties, and the most recent election in 
2012 was considered largely violence free.” (Institute of Development Studies 
(6 March 2013) 'Diverting Aid to Peacekeeping Will Not Help Development' 

 
A BBC News country profile states: 
 

“Sierra Leone, in West Africa, emerged from a decade of civil war in 2002, 
with the help of Britain, the former colonial power, and a large United Nations 
peacekeeping mission. More than 17,000 foreign troops disarmed tens of 
thousands of rebels and militia fighters. A decade on, the country has made 
progress towards reconciliation, but poverty and unemployment are still major 
challenges.” (BBC News (25 November 2012) Sierra Leone profile) 

 
An IRIN News report states: 
 

“Sierra Leone has seen democracies fall in many neighbouring countries, 
including most recently in Mali, but the country has now seen over 10 years of 
peace” (IRIN News (15 November 2012) Sierra Leone: Ethnicity trumps policy 
in upcoming polls) 
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The recently published Freedom House annual report on Sierra Leone, in the 
section titled “Overview”, states: 
 

“Political violence continued in 2011 but subsided in 2012, although election-
related tensions continued to simmer. In December 2011, most of the 
country's political parties signed an agreement promoting cooperation with 
the police and increased security during political processions. However, in 
January 2012, violence erupted between APC and SLPP partisans during a 
local council by-election in Freetown, requiring police intervention and 
resulting in four injuries. In February, the SLPP accused the APC of arming 
and mobilizing ex-combatants in order to disrupt the vote, provoking 
counteraccusations from the APC. All parties signed an agreement in May 
committing to free, fair, and peaceful elections, and no major incidents of 
political violence were reported after the agreement was signed.” (Freedom 
House (3 June 2013) Freedom in the World 2013 - Sierra Leone) 

 
This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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