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Turkey – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on 14 May 2013 
 
Any information concerning the number of Turkish passports in 
circulation, the number of "special" Turkish passports in circulation, the 
requirements for obtaining a special passport, and numbers and 
requirements for service passports. Any information concerning the 
level of fraudulent Turkish travel documents detected. 
 
Information on the total number of Turkish passports in circulation was not 
found among sources available to the Research and Information Unit. 
 
An article published by the English-language Turkish Newspaper Today’s 
Zaman refers to the issuing of biometric passports in Turkey as follows: 
 

“Some 6.5 million people have received biometric passports prepared by the 
Interior Ministry in line with international standards, according to data 
obtained from ministry officials. Biometric passports, also known as e-
passports, began to be issued in June 2010. Offices were established across 
Turkey where people could apply for an e-passport. The ministry has so far 
established 447 offices in the country's 81 provinces, as well as 366 districts, 
and has issued 6,536,833 people with biometric passports.” (Today’s Zaman 
(26 November 2012) 6.5 million e-passports given to Turkish citizens) 

 
See also Today’s Zaman article which states: 
 

“Turkish citizens, who have not yet obtained biometric passports (e-
passports), will be able to use their old travel documents until November 24, 
2015. Replying to inquiries on the newly introduced e-passports, the Turkish 
Police Department said on Wednesday that citizens with unexpired passports 
would be able to use their old passports until the year 2015. The department 
noted that citizens whose old passports had expired would be able to extend 
their documents' validity term until January 31, 2011. Old passports would not 
be extended as of February 1, 2011 and those applying for an extension after 
such date would be given new biometric passports, the department 
announced.” (Today’s Zaman (5 January 2011) Turkish citizens to be able to 
travel with old passports until November 2015) 

 
An Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada response to a request for 
information refers to the requirements for acquiring “Special” (green) 
passports, as follows: 
 

“In addition to ordinary and diplomatic passports, the Official stated that there 
will be biometric ‘special passports’ and ‘service passports’. Special passports 
(also known as green passports), are for high-ranking government officials 
who hold a rank of between one and three (where the rank of one is the 
highest). According to the Official, retired government officials who held a 
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rank of one to three continue to qualify for special passports, including former 
governmental leaders, former ministers and former members of the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey. In addition, he stated that mayors qualify for 
special passports, but only during their term of duty. The Official indicated that 
mid-ranking government officials, who hold a rank of between four and 
thirteen, qualify for service passports (also known as grey passports) during 
their employment in the government. He noted that non-governmental 
workers, such as national athletes and employees of international 
organizations, do not qualify for special or service passports.” (Immigration 
and Refugee Board of Canada (1 June 2010) TUR103453.E – Turkey: 
Release of biometric passports; requirements for acquiring special or service 
passports) 

 
See also Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada response from 2002 
which states: 
 

“The green passport is issued to high ranking government officials and civil 
servants, including teachers, as a recognition of their years of service to the 
Turkish government. The passports are also issued to the wives and children 
of these civil servants.” (Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (16 May 
2002) TUR39039.E – Turkey: Turkey: The significance of a green "special" 
passport in Turkey; the privileges the passport allows the holder) 

 
Recent information was not found regarding the number of special passports 
in circulation. An article published in the Official Journal of the European 
Communities in 2001 states: 
 

“In spite of representations from various European governments to date, 
Turkey is continuing to issue ‘green passports’ to Turkish nationals who are 
travelling abroad, especially to Europe. These passports enable Turkish 
citizens to avoid obtaining a visa for countries which they are about to visit 
and are usually issued to high-ranking Turkish state officials and members of 
their families. Estimates put the total number of these passports at the 
excessively high figure of 1,5 million.” (European Community (13 February 
2001) Official Journal of the European Communities) 

 
A number of media reports refer to the use of forged Turkish passports. 
 
A New Indian Express article on the deportation of three Afghanis from 
Indonesia states: 
 

“On December 15, the trio took a domestic flight to the city and stayed in hotel 
Rainbow at Lakdi-ka-pul. The next day, Ali came to the city and handed them 
forged Turkish passports and tickets to Jakarta in the Thai Airways flight for 
December 17. ‘Ali took away the trio's original Afghani passports,’ RGIA 
police said. Police said original photographs on the Turkish passports were 
replaced with the Afghan nationals and fake Indonesian visas were also 
printed. Using the fake passports and visas, they boarded a flight to Jakarta 
as the bureau of immigration authorities here failed to realise the documents 
were forged. Officials at the Jakarta airport came to know the documents 
were fake and deported the trio to Hyderabad on Tuesday night.” (New Indian 
Express (22 December 2011) 3 Afghanis deported back for having fake 
papers) 
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An Athens News Agency news bulletin, in an item titled “Foreign nat'ls with 
forged passports intercepted at Kalamata airport” (Item 35), states: 
 

“A 33-year-old man from Syria and a 24-year-old Afghan woman were 
arrested on Monday at Kalamata airport, southern Greece, on charges of 
attempting to depart the country with forged passports. The two foreign 
nationals were in possession of two forged Turkish passports. They held 
tickets for a flight to Vienna. The passports were confiscated and the 
suspects were sent before a Kalamata prosecutor.” (Athens News Agency (19 
June 2012) Athens News Agency: Daily News Bulletin in English)  

 
A Baltic News Service report states: 
 

“Quite recently, on November 24, the Latvian border guards already detained 
two Syrian citizens, who had attempted to enter Latvia with forged 
documents. The two Syrians, travelling by a Moscow-Riga train, presented 
forged Turkish passports and Schengen visas at the Zilupe border checkpoint 
in eastern Latvia.” (Baltic News Service (7 December 2012) Latvian border 
guards detain human smuggler, his customer from Syria) 

 
This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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