
1 

 

 
 

Venezuela – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on 24 April 2014 
 
Specific incidents of protests and treatment of members of First Justice 
in Venezuela by the authorities. 
 
An entry for Venezuela on the Inter-Parliamentary Union PARLINE Database 
website notes that Primero Justicia (First Justice/Justice First) is one of the 
many parties comprising the Mesa de la Unidad Democrática (MUD) coalition, 
stating that: 
 

“In June 2009, 11 opposition parties formed an election coalition, the Coalition 
for Democratic Unity (Mesa de la Unidad Democrática, MUD) in view of the 
2010 parliamentary elections. The coalition was led by the COPEI President, 
Mr. Luis Ignacio Planas. By April 2010, the MUD comprised some 50 parties 
and groups. The main parties included the COPEI, the AD, the Movement for 
Socialism, the Radical Cause (La Causa Radical) and Red Flag Party, A New 
Era (Un Nuevo Tiempo), Justice First (Primero Justicia), For Social 
Democracy (PODEMOS) and Clear Accounts (Cuentas Claras).” (Inter-
Parliamentary Union PARLINE Database (1 February 2011) Venezuela 
Asamblea Nacional (National Assembly): Last Elections) 

 

An International Crisis Group report, in a section titled “Violence on the 
Streets”, refers to demonstrations following the April 2013 elections in 
Venezuela which allegedly involved members of MUD as follows: 
 

“The day after the election, opposition demonstrators took to the streets in 
various cities to demand a recount. In Caracas, they blocked a main avenue 
and a motorway and set fire to rubbish. The government deployed national 
guard riot troops with armoured vehicles, who fired tear gas, but it later 
withdrew them. Capriles called on his supporters to avoid violence and 
announced a ‘route’ to be followed: potbanging protests (cacerolazos) each 
evening at 8pm; and a protest march on the CNE in Caracas on 17 April, 
preceded by demonstrations the day before outside the CNE’s regional 
offices across the country. The government insisted that the MUD was 
seeking violence in order to justify a coup d’état and foreign intervention. 
Citing April 2002, when an opposition march on the presidential palace to 
demand Chávez’s resignation ended with a score of deaths and a short-lived 
coup, Maduro announced a ban on the march to the CNE, which Capriles 
then called off to avoid violence. The government claimed that dozens of 
government health clinics (CDIs) had been vandalised around the country 
and medical personnel attacked. The human rights group Provea concluded 
that none of these incidents was authentic. According to government sources, 
eight Maduro supporters were killed in clashes with the opposition. (The 
attorney general, Luisa Ortega Díaz, said that the number was nine.) Senior 
members of the government said Capriles and other MUD leaders were 
responsible, and the attorney general threatened them with prosecution. The 
government was unable to corroborate these claims. Press reports cast doubt 
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on their authenticity. Some who died appeared to have been killed in 
incidents unrelated to election protests, or to have been opposition rather 
than government sympathisers. The human rights organisation Foro Penal 
Venezolano said almost 200 people, including minors, had been detained by 
the national guard and subjected to physical and mental abuse” (International 
Crisis Group (16 May 2013) Venezuela: A House Divided, pp.7-8) 

 

In a section titled “The Threat of Political Violence” this report states: 
 

“The trend since the election has been negative. The government’s initial 
refusal to open all the ballot boxes led to several days of tension and sporadic 
violence. Maduro’s decision to ban a MUD protest march to the CNE in 
central Caracas was an unconstitutional restriction of civil liberties. It was 
followed by his demand, in reference to their decision to carry live a press 
conference at which Capriles called for his supporters to make the march, 
that television channels such as Televen and Venevisión, along with other 
independent media, ‘define who they are with … the people, or fascism’. In 
the days following the election, reports from across the country and from all 
levels of the public administration – some accompanied by videos or sound 
recordings – spoke of a systematic policy of removing or demoting staff 
thought to have voted for Capriles. The government responded to opposition 
complaints that the election had been stolen with a crack-down on the streets, 
detaining scores of young demonstrators and – according to human rights 
groups – subjecting them to abuse. It also accused Capriles and other MUD 
leaders of a violent plan to destabilise the country in collusion with a foreign 
power.” (ibid, pp.12-13) 

 

A Wall Street Journal article on protests in Venezuela in February 2014 
states: 
 

“Tens of thousands of protesters in Venezuela hit the streets Saturday to 
express mounting frustration with the government, adding momentum to a 
wave of demonstrations that have severely tested President Nicolás Maduro 
since the start of the month. Former presidential candidate Henrique Capriles 
called for the march in Caracas, and stepped into the void left after the arrest 
of Leopoldo López, the opposition leader who had been organizing protests. 
Mr. López faces some 10 years in prison for allegedly causing the violence on 
Feb. 12 that led to the death of three protesters after an antigovernment 
march through the center of the capital. Opposition leaders have said that 
militant government supporters were responsible for the bloodshed. At least 
eight people have been killed since mid-February and dozens of others 
injured. Opposition sympathizers estimate the number of dead and injured as 
much higher.” (Wall Street Journal (22 February 2014) Antigovernment 
Protests in Venezuela Show Few Signs of Waning: Thousands of Protesters 
March Against Nicolás Maduro's Government in Caracas) 

 

An article from The Economist states: 
 

“Thick clouds of teargas hung in the air over the north gate of the Central 
University (UCV) in Caracas on March 12th. A police helicopter clattered 
overhead; on campus, plain-clothes gunmen on motorcycles, some bearing 
the initials of the national guard, harassed student demonstrators. A month 
after the government crack-down on protesters began, Venezuela’s crisis is 
deepening. This was the bloodiest single day since three people were killed in 
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Caracas on March 12th. Eighteen injuries were reported at the UCV, after a 
previously peaceful student march to demand the resignation of the 
Venezuelan government ombudsman was halted on the orders of President 
Nicolás Maduro. But it was the city of Valencia, 125km west of the capital, 
that bore the brunt of the violence. Three people were shot dead there, 
including a national-guard officer and two civilians. The government blamed 
‘snipers’; opposition sources insist the only people seen shooting belonged to 
the pro-government colectivos some are now beginning to call death-squads. 
The casualties in Valencia brought the month’s death toll to well over 20. The 
protest movement began in early February after students and the more 
confrontational wing of the opposition Democratic Unity (MUD) alliance took 
to the streets. Their grievances, which are widely shared even by government 
supporters, include uncontrolled violent crime, inflation and growing shortages 
of food and other basics. Huge, peaceful protest marches across the country, 
as well as more violent clashes, often at night, have rattled the government.” 
(The Economist (13 March 2014) The crisis in Venezuela: Another day, more 
bodies) 

 

A BBC News report, in a paragraph headed “Who is protesting?”, states: 
 

“Opposition supporters hold a national flag during a rally against President 
Nicolas Maduro's government in Caracas on 22 March, 2014 There have 
been mass opposition rallies in the capital, Caracas, but protests have also 
been held elsewhere Supporters of Venezuela's late president, Hugo Chavez, 
hold an image of him as they take part in a rally to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of Mr Chavez being freed from jail in Caracas on 26 March, 2014.  
Government supporters have also held marches to show their backing for 
President Nicolas Maduro, successor to the late Hugo Chavez Students were 
the first to protest, but they were soon joined by hardliners from within the 
umbrella opposition group Table for Democratic Unity (MUD). Leopoldo 
Lopez, a former mayor and political maverick, and Maria Corina Machado, an 
MP, are the main political figures in the movement. After the detention of 
hundreds of protesters and accusations that the security forces used 
excessive force, a more moderate wing of the opposition also took to the 
streets. According to many observers and opposition leader Henrique 
Capriles, the protests are made up of a middle-class majority, with middle-
class concerns.” (BBC News (27 March 2014) What lies behind the protests 
in Venezuela?) 

 

An Agence France Presse report states: 
 

“Thousands of opposition supporters crammed the streets of Caracas on 
Monday, banging pots, burning trash bags and chanting ‘fraud’ to protest the 
confirmation of late leader Hugo Chavez's political heir as president-elect. 
The demonstration erupted as the National Electoral Council (CNE) certified 
the victory of acting President Nicolas Maduro against his opponent Henrique 
Capriles, who refused to concede defeat and demanded a full recount. At one 
spot, police dispersed a group of protesters with tear gas. Piles of trash 
burned along a central boulevard and later in the evening scores of Capriles 
supporters sped by in motorcycles, honking their horns. ‘We are here 
because they stole our vote. They cheated us,’ said 60-year-old Selma 
Orjuela as she banged a pot. ‘We need Capriles to be president. That's why 
we voted, and we are sure we won.’ With the opposition planning more 
protests on Tuesday and Wednesday, Maduro urged his supporters to 
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demonstrate on the same days and 'combat in peace’ across the nation.” 
(Agence France Presse (16 April 2013) Thousands protest against 
Venezuela's president-elect) 

 

A Cable News Network (CNN) report on the killing of First Justice activists in 
2012 states: 
 

“Two local opposition leaders were killed Saturday in the western Venezuelan 
state of Barinas, according to the opposition First Justice party. A caravan 
was stopped at a blockade, the party said in a statement. When the two 
leaders got out to ask permission to pass, gunmen opened fire, First Justice 
said. Two other people were wounded and at least six were arrested, 
according to the party.” (Cable News Network (CNN) (30 September 2012) 2 
killed as Venezuelan campaign turns violent) 

 

See also article from Canadian newspaper The Globe and Mail which states: 
 

“Venezuelan opposition leader Henrique Capriles demanded justice on 
Sunday for the shooting of three of his activists, while President Hugo Chavez 
promised to expand his socialist agenda if he wins next weekend's election. 
With a week to go, Venezuela's presidential race looks close and tensions are 
rising. On Saturday, gunmen killed three pro-Capriles activists in Barinas 
state - the worst violence of the campaign. Mr. Capriles' Primero Justicia 
(Justice First) party said the assailants had fired from a van that witnesses 
identified as belonging to a state agency, after Chavez supporters had 
blocked an opposition motorcade.” (The Globe and Mail (1 October 2012) 
Potential for violence highlighted in presidential race) 

 

A Wall Street Journal article refers to the alleged treatment of opposition 
leaders as follows: 
 

“Venezuela's President Nicolás Maduro, the political heir to late populist Hugo 
Chávez, is ratcheting up intimidation of his political foes as his government 
prepares for key municipal elections amid a deteriorating economy. Oscar 
López, a senior aide to former opposition presidential candidate Henrique 
Capriles, was in hiding Friday after a government legislator said a warrant 
had been issued for the aide's arrest. Days earlier, the apartment of Mr. 
López, Mr. Capriles's chief of staff, was searched by military-intelligence 
agents, according to opposition officials. ‘He doesn't know what this circus is 
all about so he is taking care of himself’ by going into hiding, said Julio 
Borges, a legislator and national coordinator of Venezuela's leading 
opposition party, Justice First. Mr. Capriles himself faces possible arrest after 
the Supreme Court on Wednesday rejected his challenge to Venezuela's April 
presidential election, which Mr. Maduro won by a sliver but which was marred 
by allegations of fraud. The court went on to fine Mr. Capriles $1,700 for what 
it said was a ‘disrespectful’ filing and said the opposition leader should be 
prosecuted for trying to undermine the election.” (Wall Street Journal (13 
August 2013) Venezuela Opposition Comes Under Siege:  Intimidation Picks 
Up Ahead of December Polls; Capriles Faces Possible Arrest) 

 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
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the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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